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My last report started with a reference to the state of the economy; we are now told that some 'green

shoots' of recovery are being seen. Whether the economy is recovering or not is beyond my ken, but what

is not in doubt is that the green shoots, and many other colours, of spring have arrived. Lovely to see all the

spring flowers and the blossom on the trees after what has personally seemed a long winter. In the last

issue I referred to the fact that the precept on Horsham District council had not changed and was soon

after taken to task by a sharp eyed reader who noted that the Parish Council element of the council tax for

the year had actually gone up. He was quite right, but that does not alter the fact that the money that the

Parish Council requests has not changed. The rise results from the final calculations by the district Council

and which are outside the PC's control.

The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 22nd April with a turn out of about 40 people; there where short

presentations from Rev. John Challis, newly appointed Rector of St. Peters and Mandy Johannsen, again

relatively recently arrived as Head of the Upper Beeding Primary school. Additionally Andy Sharpe and

Juliet Hindson gave a fascinating presentation on the Baptist church supported educational project in the

Pokot region of Kenya. 

The Annual meeting, regrettably not publicised in out last issue, gives the opportunity for you to set the

agenda for the meeting. There were few questions notified before the meeting but one raised in the open

forum did give rise to some discussion. The Sports Hall costs the parish more than it earns and has done

for many years. At the meeting it was described as an eye-sore as well as a drain in finances. The Parish

Council is currently in the midst of a project to re-build the changing rooms as the first part of a two stage

strategy, the second being the hall itself. On the changing rooms we expect to have the final approvals in

the very near future and then the process of finding the necessary funding.

The sports hall itself is a more complex issue and will be very much more difficult to resolve. At present the

usage of the hall does not generate enough income to cover costs. The Council will have to work out what

facilities will be required in a new hall in order to increase the time the hall is in use. I am aware that many

gave their views when we did the Parish Plan questionnaire and this document will inform the decision

making process.

Full meetings of the Parish Council are held on the first Tuesday of every month except August, and the

committees meet on the third Tuesday of the odd-numbered months. These meetings are open and time is

allowed for questions to be put to the respective Chairmen. Whilst I realise that there many more

interesting, even exciting, ways of passing an evening it is a good opportunity to see your council at work

and to question it.

David Coldwell, Chairman



There has been some confusion about the parish precept, as it appears on the Council Tax bills. As
the Chairman stated in the last edition, our precept is unchanged from last year, at £115,000.
However, the bills show an increase in the parish element of 1.4%. The figure quoted on the bill is
called the "Band D Equivalent". 

This figure is based on a complicated formula laid down in the Council Tax legislation. As well as the actual
precepted charge, the Band D Equivalent takes account of such things as:

• The number of properties in each tax band. This is affected by, amongst other things, the number of new
properties built during the year, the number demolished, and the number whose band has changed as a
result of successful appeals to the Valuation Tribunal against the banding.

• The number of properties in each band subject to deductions/allowances. This includes those which
attract single-occupier allowance and empty property allowance. 

• The estimated collection rate. This is the amount of the total assessed tax which the District Council
estimate (based on previous experience) that they will be able to collect successfully.

Clearly, all these factors are variable from year to year, and this explains the increase this year in the tax per
property for the parish element from £75.62 to £76.67.



BEEDING & BRAMBER HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Following a spell of fine spring weather, exhibitors found some beautiful flowers for our Spring Show on 21
March. Once again, Alan Baker won the Hilda Phillips cup for the best nine blooms of narcissi of one variety,
and the Spring Show cup for gaining the most points in the show. Charles Ashby won the Vincent Cup for the
best exhibit and Julie Hammond won the George and Hilda trophy for her flower arrangements. One of her
exhibits was also judged to be "Best in Show". The children's prize for a spring posy was won by Isobel
Matthews with Ellie Hammond coming second. 

Our next event will be the Summer Show on Saturday 29 August in the Village Hall. With more new allotment
holders joining our Society, we are hopeful that they will have a go at entering something! There will be
various categories for fruit and vegetables, photos and handicrafts, cooking and preserves, for both adults
and children. You can see what to enter and how by obtaining a Show Book from 812847. Membership of the
Society is only £3 per annum and entitles you to an annual seed order at discounted prices. We would also
like to arrange some meetings with speakers on horticultural subjects.

SALTINGS FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP
Hopefully, some of you would have come along to either or both the A.G.M. and Early Morning Bird walk we
held in April and learnt something more about this important Field. The three mounds, which we keep mown
on a regular basis during the season, are classified as Ancient Monuments, being Salterns and a relic of the
once busy saltmaking industry of the Adur Valley. Salt was all important in the 13th-15th centuries mainly for
food preservation. The Adur Valley had approximately 168 of these mounds but most if not all have been
ploughed up or are overgrown so 'our' three are very rare. Please enjoy your visits to the Field where you can
appreciate the mixed flora and fauna - indeed, a plant survey last August revealed 92 different plant/grass
types. But PLEASE, dog walkers clear up after your pet and use the dog bin by the main gate which is
regularly emptied by H.D.C. every Thursday morning. We shall have a stall at the Village Fete on Saturday,
June 27th next - do come in and give us a call. 

David Geere

Ashington 01903 892627
Mobile 07710 661 592

Local Business

Drains, Toilets & Sewers Unblocked



LIGHTWEIGHT HIRE
Now at new premises:
Unit 5 Cottons Yard
Water Lane
Storrington
Tel: 01903 746464
Email: info@lightweighthire.co.uk
www.lightweighthire.co.uk

“Don’t Buy...
Hire It”

Try something different with Horsham
Volunteer Centre!

Is it time for you to consider a new activity that would
use your skills or give you a fresh challenge whilst at
the same time helping others and meeting new
people? Maybe you can offer a regular commitment
each week or just an occasional day, evening or
weekend. There are organisations in the Horsham
District requiring volunteers to:

• help at a Youth Club, Family Centre or Day Centre
for the elderly.

• become a committee member, secretary or
treasurer. 

• visit the elderly, young families or be a mentor for
people experiencing difficulties.

• provide administration or reception support. 

• be a driver, meals-on-wheels volunteer or travel
friend.

• help with activities, prepare lunches or help with
gardening and D.I.Y. tasks.

• assist with conservation and environmental
projects in the West Sussex area.

Many local organisations rely on volunteers without
whom they could not maintain the range and quality
of services they are able to offer to the community.
For information, advice and introductions please
contact Horsham Volunteer Centre on 01403 232100,
email horshamvolunteer@btconnect.com or visit
www.hacvs.org/volunteering.htm which is linked to
the national Do-It website. 



SWAINS FARM SHOP
& GARDEN CENTRE

01273 494582
Brighton Road, Henfield Common

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Dairy Produce
Homemade Cakes
Cut Flowers & Houseplants
Logs, Coal & Gas

Shrubs & Trees
Bedding Plants
Lawn Turf, Topsoil & Bark
Bulk or Bag delivery
National Garden Gift Vouchers

Published by Upper Beeding Parish Council. The Parish Council and
printers do not guarantee or endorse any of the services or products
advertised in the publication.

(Extracts from) Spring 2009
CRIME WATCH  
www.nhwsteyning.org.uk  e-mail:
david@nhwsteyning.org.uk

The newsletter of the Horsham South
Sector Neighbourhood Watch

Anti Social Behaviour
By far the most prevalent and annoying crime in our
area is anti social behaviour, mainly caused by a
minority of youths. Graffiti and mindless damage to
both public and private property costs us all a lot of
money and worry. The first step to stop this vandalism
is to identify the culprits and report them to the police
on 0845 60 70 999. You can do this anonymously if you
wish by calling Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
Remember the police can't help us unless we help
them! 

Car Burglary!
As Cars become increasingly difficult to steal with the
introduction of immobilisers, thieves are now resorting
to obtaining the keys in order to take cars. To do this
they will enter a property to find the keys and then drive
off in the car parked outside. Many people place their
keys on a hall table when they return home so they a
ready for when they go out again. This makes them
easy for thieves to find who may even just poke a wire
through the letterbox to reach them. Please make sure
your car keys are well hidden in your home and ensure
you always keep your doors locked, even when you are
in.

News Around The Area
The Horsham South Neighbourhood Policing Team has
continued to work closely with the community and their
professional partners over the last three months.
Steyning, Upper Beeding/Bramber: There are two new
PCSOs in these areas, Charlotte Whittaker and Anna
Giles. The girls are settling into their new roles and are
concentrating on their priorities; in Steyning they are: -
Anti social driving, underage drinking and dogs, and in
Upper Beeding/Bramber: - Anti social driving, Criminal
damage and anti social behaviour.

If you witness an emergency, incident or crime in
progress, ring 999 immediately. For crimes not in
progress or any other non-emergency matters ring
0845 60 70 999

Please visit the Neighbourhood Watch website for
further information.



DIARY OF EVENTS 
JUNE
19th “The future of Shoreham Port” by Peter Davies

Steyning Society  Steyning Centre 7.30pm

21st Steyning in Bloom
Afternoon Garden tour & tea
Contact 01903 813938 

24th Steyning & District Flower Club
“Natures Montage”  Debbie Dann
Steyning Centre 7.30pm  info 01903 816095       

27th Beeding & Bramber Summer Fete.

27th Steyning Horticultural Society
Coach trip to St. Albans and visit to
Royal National Rose Society's Garden

28th Steyning & Ashurst Conservation Group
Meet Fletchers Croft 9am finish 1pm
Contact  01903 813938

JULY
2nd Ashurst Parish Council Meeting

8pm Village Hall

8th Local Walk & refreshments
3B's Women Group.  01903 810478  

11th Steyning Horticultural Society
A guided tour of Nymans Gardens

19th Steyning & Ashurst Conservation Group
Meet Fletcher Croft 9am finish 1pm
Contact 01903 813938
Open Gardens  Event
Tickets Beeding News or Towers Convent

22nd Steyning & District Flower Club
“Inspiration”  Elaine Middleton
Steyning Centre  7.30pm  info 01903 816095

AUGUST
6th Visit to 6 acre Prairie Garden Henfield

Steyning Horticultural Society

15th Small Dole Horticultural Society
Summer Show  Village Hall

16th Steyning & Ashurst Copnservation Group
Meet Fletchers Croft 9am finish 1pm
Contact  01903 813938

29th Beeding & Bramber Horticultural Society
Summer Show Village Hall Beeding

SEPTEMBER
2nd Beeding & Bramber Local History Society

“Secrets of the Royal Pavilion”
Village Hall  High Street  7.45pm  

3rd Ashurst Parish Council Meeting
Village Hall  8pm  

5th Autumn Show  Steyning Centre 2.30pm
Steyning Horticultural Society

23rd Steyning & District Flower Club
“My World of Flowers”  Barbara Harris
Steyning Centre 7.30pm info 01903 816095

50 High Street, Steyning • 01903 815045

www.thesussexproducecompany.co.uk

Open: Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm
Saturday 8.00am to 4.00pm

“A simply fabulous shop”
BBC’s Carol Klein

as voted at
the Sussex
Food and
Drink
Awards

WANT TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS?
This newsletter is circulated to over 1,600 homes

in Upper Beeding, Small Dole and Edburton.
Call Chanctonbury Media Ltd on 01403 739305

or email chanctonbury@googlemail.com
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LATE NIGHT
MONDAY

OPEN 
TILL
8PM

G E N T S  H A I R  S A L O N

O P E N  S I X  D AY S  A  W E E K

1st Class Gents Salon - Traditional Barber Skills
 by Highly Experienced and Qualified Staff

STEYNING
67 High Street, Steyning,

West Sussex, BN44 3RE  UK

Tel.+44 01903 879703

HENFIELD
2 Caudle Street, Henfield

West Sussex, BN5 9DQ  UK
Tel.+44 01273 494283

BRIGHTON
167 Lewes Road, Brighton,

East Sussex, BN2 3LD  UK

Tel.+44 01273 620875

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED

Monday 8.30am - 8pm
Tuesday 8.30am - 6pm
Wednesday 8.30am - 6pm

Thursday 8.30am - 6pm
Friday 8.30am - 6pm
Saturday 8.30am - 5pm

*SPECIAL OCCASION*
Hair Cut - Facial - Face Massage  - The Full Works
Great Deal for Groom & Best Man

 NEW! Hot Towel Wet Shave
A perfect treat for yourself,

 husband or partner

 NEW! Hot Towel Wet Shave
A perfect treat for yourself,

 husband or partner

Personal TV with each chair during haircut
Internet Access for customers’ use

Nintendo Wii for children whilst waiting their turn

Jack Woodman - Registered Osteopath

112 High Street  Steyning  01903 813666
www.steyningosteopathicservices.co.uk

BEEDING VILLAGE HALL NEWS
A big thank you to everyone who supported the Easter Fair - it made nearly £350 for the Hall's renovations

fund. Everyone enjoyed the variety of stalls from the cakes to the photographs to the paperweights and

pashminas. The children had fun on the bouncy castle and Easter egg tombola. The money will be used

towards the next big project which is insulating the loft area and cavity wall filling.

Please support the Hall's stalls at the Fete on Saturday 27 June; we will have a huge tombola. If you have

any gifts for this stall please drop them in to the Hall. The Hall committee and users are also helping to man

the BBQs at the fete. On that day remember to visit, and have a sausage as well as a beef burger. Again if

you could donate a bit of your time to helping out on the day do let one of the committee know or phone

01273 493184 or 01903 813813.

The A.G.M. will have passed by the time you read this article, but we always welcome new expertise to our

ranks. Are you a handy person who can help with the numerous D.I.Y. jobs that need doing or do you have

good ideas for fundraising? Remember the Hall belongs to you, the residents of Beeding & Bramber and

not to the "Council"; all improvements are funded by the Hall's own efforts so the more people involved the

better it is for everyone.



BEEDING & BRAMBER SUMMER FETE '09 
Following the great success of last year, Beeding & Bramber Summer Fete will be held on
Saturday 27 June 2009. An action packed day is planned with 'fete stalls' to 'Classic cars' and
tractor machinery. Arena events range from Belly Dancing to UB Primary School Choir. Also
highlighting local band 'The Zimmers'. And once again, Sharon from 'Handsome Hounds' will

be hosting a 'Fun Dog Show'. The fete team welcome everyone to come along and have fun and support
this community event! The evening continues with the Summer Fete Party starting at 6.30 pm with
'Xplosion' an entertainments hour for children aged 5-10 yrs. Then in true party atmosphere, and back by
popular demand, 'beatzphatree' playing the classics old and new! A hog roast, bbq & bar. What more can
we ask for? If you would like further information about the fete, would like to get involved, or if you can offer
sponsorship or raffle prizes please e-mail info@bbfete.co.uk or call Helen (07766465088) and leave a
message. If you are interested in having a stall at the fete please call Michele (01903 816978).

STEYNING (& DISTRICT) CHAMBER OF TRADE
We hope you managed to come along and enjoy the Steyning Country Fair, on
Monday 25 May, and that you will continue to support the local Farmers Markets
held on the first Saturday of the month in the Steyning High Street car park. If
you are interested in Membership of the Chamber of Trade, Robin French is your
local Beeding area contact: telephone 01903 812077, 07796 607 542, email:
maintenance.robin@tiscali.co.uk 



EDITOR'S NOTE:
If you have an article or any information for the Parish
Council Newsletter (preferably not exceeding 200 words)
please send this to me by email, for inclusion in the next
newsletter. I look forward to hearing from you.
Editor-ubpcnewsletter@live.co.uk Mary French

BEEDING IN BLOOM SUMMER EVENTS
VISIT OUR STALL AT THE SUMMER FETE ON SATURDAY 27 JUNE
Plants and other garden items for sale. Contributions welcome - ring
Tricia on 812366.

OPEN GARDENS EVENT ON SUNDAY 19 JULY (12 - 5 PM) Don't
miss this chance to visit some of our best local gardens. Tickets
available from Beeding News or in Towers Convent Car Park on day.

ENTER OUR ANNUAL GARDEN COMPETITION This year the
categories will be:- "Best Front Garden", "Best Container Display","
Best Neighbourhood Award" for three or more adjacent gardens; "Best
Allotment" and "Best Newcomer's Allotment (under two years)". Entry
forms available from Beeding News.

PLEASE HELP BY SPONSORING A BASKET IN 2009 
Each basket costs £12 to plant up. It is only with your help and
support that we can continue to make our Village a beautiful place to
live. If you can sponsor a basket or make a donation of any amount,
please enclose it with the slip below, marking envelope "Beeding in
Bloom". Thank you so much for your help.

WE DESPERATELY NEED EXTRA VOLUNTEERS THROUGHOUT
THE YEAR TO HELP US WITH PLANTING OR WEEDING. PLEASE
CAN YOU SPARE AN HOUR OCCASIONALLY TO HELP US?
Telephone Pat on 812847.

Beeding in Bloom Committee

SPONSOR A BASKET APPEAL
Please return to Beeding In Bloom, C/O Beeding News in High Street.

Name:…………………………………………………………………………

Address:………………………………………………………………………  

…………………………………………………………………………………

I/We would like to sponsor a basket and enclose £……………………  

(Cheques payable to "Beeding in Bloom")

I/We would like to help by …………..……………………………………  

………………………………..………………………………………………

I/We would like an Entry Form for the Annual Garden  
Competitions/Tickets for Open Gardens Event.

Get ready for the 
Digital Switch Over!
Independent Sky retailers. Aerial & Satellite
installation, repairs & maintenance.

01273 594626
www.grantsaerialservice.com

Steyning
Farmer’s Market
High Street Car Park

1st Saturday in month.
9am - 1pm



BEEDING & BRAMBER LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY
We had some excellent speakers in the first part of the
year. In the coming months we have some summer
outings and walks for members and their guests. In
September we will be back in the Village Hall at 7.45pm
on the first Wednesday of each month for our Autumn
programme. Non-members are always welcome to
attend for £2.

Wed. Sept. 2nd Secrets of the Royal Pavilion 
by Jackie Marsh-Hobbs

Wed. Oct. 7th The Wealden Iron Industry 
by Jeremy Hodgson

Wed. Nov. 4th The Dig at Titnore Lane, 
Worthing by Chris Clarke

The Society holds an archive of material that can help
you research your family or house history in the parishes
of Beeding and Bramber. For details, contact 812847.

Direct Order Form
Please supply …… copy(ies) of the book

‘Some Words Worth Reading’ by Bunny Silverlock

Price £6.99 plus £1.50 p&p

ISBN 978-0-9562045-0-9

Name .......................................................................................
Address .......................................................................................

.......................................................................................
Telephone .......................................................................................
Signature ..................................................
Date ..................................................

Cheque enclosed for £ ……… made payable to Bunny Silverlock
To order, please detach and post to the address on the left

ALL PROFITS TO CANCER RELIEF & MACMILLAN SUPPORT

�

Some 
Words Worth

Reading
Rhymes for the times

Bunny Silverlock

F

Ian Tyrrell

Published by WILLIAM’S BOOKS
Beech Hanger, Newham Lane,

Steyning, West Sussex BN44 3LR

LIAM’S BOOKS

F

Some 

Words Worth

Reading
Rhymes for the times

Bunny Silverlock



HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL HEALTH WALKS
All welcome to guided, free, sociable, HDC walks led by trained volunteers; no need to book, just turn-up at the
start point. Free programme booklet containing around 240 walks available from libraries, information points,
leisure facilities, council offices, by contacting the Walks Co-ordinator on 01403 215269 or on website
www.horsham.gov.uk/leisure_and_tourism. Beginners are recommended to contact the Walk Leader to discuss
suitability.

Join us at Breast Cancer Care's Petworth House & South Downs Ribbon Walk taking place
27 June. We want everyone to come together to support people affected by breast cancer. Whether you've had
breast cancer yourself, plan to walk for family or friends, or just want to enjoy a fun day's walk in stunning
countryside, this is a day to celebrate, be moved and inspired. To enter and for further details please visit
www.ribbonwalk.org.uk or call 0870 145 0101.

THURSDAY CLUB
Upper Beeding and Bramber Thursday club continue to meet on alternate Thursday evenings during term time
from 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm in Beeding Village Hall. The group enjoy a variety of speakers and activities, mainly
inside but sometimes outside the venue. There is no annual subscription to pay, just £2.50 per meeting, which not
only includes tea/coffee and biscuit, but also a FREE raffle. We do ask for a 50p retainer when members cannot
attend. The past year has seen our membership increase but there is still plenty of room for others to join us and
be most welcome. Further details can be obtained from our Chairman Marion Emery, by ringing 01903 813014.



New Blood donors
urgently needed.

Phone 0845 7711 711

UPPER BEEDING PARISH COUNCIL
David Coldwell
Chairman 01273 495 808

Joyce Shaw
Vice Chairman 01903 879 163

Simon Birnstingl
Chairman: Amenities 01903 817 090

Andrew Purches
Chairman: Planning 01903 814 331

Robert Harber
Chairman: Sport & Leisure 01903 879 598

Chris Bailey 01903 813 844

Marian Brown 01273 492 196

Becki Davoudi

Robin French 07796 607 542

Vic Gretton Jnr 01903 814 869

Frank Jones 01903 815 337

Pauline Kentell 01903 812 022

John Peake 01903 815 362

Chris Warren 05601 600 904

Steve Coberman
Clerk 01903 810 316
Parish Council Offices, r/o 6, Hyde Square, BN44 3JE 
Email: upperbeeding.parishcouncil@virgin.net 

Julie Bakter
Caretaker 01903 816 790

Derek Deedman
County Councillor 01903 814 314
Email: Derek.Deedman@westsussex.gov.uk 

Alan Fisher
District Councillor 01903 810 329
Email: Alan.Fisher@horsham.gov.uk 

Frank Grantham
District Councillor 07759 827 515
Email: Frank.Grantham@horsham.gov.uk 

Full contact details for the Councillors are available on
the website: www.westsussex.gov.uk/upperbeeding 


