
HISTORY KS 1 and 2  
Unit 11 What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain?  

Section 4: What was it like going to school at the end of the nineteenth century? 
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Schooling: Activity 1a – Absenteeism 
 

Source 1b       Extract from the Logbook of East Parade Board School Girls’ Department, 
                      Horsham, 1881 
 

1881 Jan 
   ''    17th 

Reopened School after three weeks holiday. 
Attendance not good, the weather being very cold 
only 40 persons in the morning. 

   ''    18th Owing to very stormy weather no children 
attended. School  closed all day. 

   ''    19th Received notice from the Board to close for the 
remainder of the week and afterwards not to open 
the ensuing week. 
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