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Last March fifty British and Allied
airmen were shot after an attempt to
escape from Stalag Luft ITI. The news
of their fate created widespread grief
and anxiety. A prisoner of war, how-
‘ever able-bodied, becomes a helpless
‘victim of c::cumstances He is no
longer responsible for what active
combatants are doing. He is the last
person, there_fnre, on whom vengeauce
?houm fall SRR =

Wa.r is a brutal state of aﬁmrs
Every major war has been fought with
the resolve that it shall be the last.
But man is still prone to war, :
through the centuries, efforts
been made to conduct wars in a
civilised manner. There has grown up
a code of honour both for the prisoner
and for his captors. For the twentieth
century that code has been enshrined
in the Geneva Qonventwn

btandmg by his Rights, _
The Geneva Convention has many
faults, It has been based upon hitherto
imperfect experience. It needs in
some ways to be revised. None the
less, it enshrines the code of honour.
It represents something tangible. :
Armed with the Geneva Convention, wi

© Leigh Lawson
West Sussex County Council Library Service
www.westsussexpast.org.uk




