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Source 1. Steyning Town Band at Brass Band Contest,
Redhill, 19 July 1893
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Source 2. Worthing Borough Band, 1899
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© Worthing Museum and Art Gallery

Source 3a.

The Rise of the Town Band and Worthing Pier Band
Written by Paul Frattaroli

Brass bands began in the early nineteenth century, and grew rapidly in popularity around the time of The Great Exhibition
in 1851. Band musicians who were able to buy a train ticket at a special price and visit the exhibition in London would
have seen and heard the saxophone, a new and exciting musical brass instrument designed and displayed by Belgian
music teacher and instrument maker Adolphe Sax. Sax’s instruments interested the players and in the following decades,
many town brass bands in the country included the saxophone in their band.

Companies like music publishers and instrument makers were established to look after the needs of the growing number of
town brass bands in Britain. Band contests also became more popular by the end of Victoria’s reign, and even the famous
composer Sir Arthur Sullivan supported these events.

The Salvation Army, who attracted the poor and underprivileged, also encouraged band members to attend their meetings.
People were attracted by the music they played and this helped the Salvation Army reach out to more people.

Band musicians often came from a working-class background. A town band was formed in Worthing in 1851, giving their
first performance in 1853 on Bedford Lawn.

Popular music was heard even more when Worthing pier was enlarged in 1888 and a new Pavilion was added which could
hold over 600 people. The Worthing Pier Band of six musicians consisting of string, woodwind and brass players, was
formed in 1889. The improvements made to the pier allowed concerts and plays to be performed indoors and to be given in

any weather.
© West Sussex County Council Library Service [Paul Frattaroli 2005]
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Source 3b. An audio version of Source 3a.
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Source 5a. Advertisement for the Excelsior Polyphon, 1897

THE EXCELSIOR POLYPHON is the
greatest novelty of the age. It plays to

perfectiop airs from the Operas, or renders
most brilliantly any selections of music
which a purchus:r may desire.

A LASTING PLEASURE TO ALL.

Agents : Messrs NICOLE FHEHES,

Established 181.5.

21, ELY PLAGE, HOLBORN, LONDON, EC.
GENEVA, LEIPZIG, AND NEW YORK,

All Dealers, or write for No. F Catalogue, gratis,
post free. Prices, 16s. to 50 gns.

Every Description of Musical Box repaired and put In thorough order at most
moderate charges.

© West Sussex County Council Library Service [Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Number, The Graphic, 1897, X000011609]

Source 5b. Video of a Polyphon being played at the Mechanical Music & Doll Collection, Chichester
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Source 6a. Words and Music to '‘Alice, Where Art Thou?'

Alice, Where Art Thou?

JoserH ASCHER (1829-1869)

Voice and Piano
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Andall seemsglad to-night.  The wind sigh - ing by me,_
Oh! Al - ice, where art thou?

I've sought thee by lake-let, I've
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Source 6b. Words and Music to '‘Alice, Where Art Thou?'
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Cool - ing my fev-ered brow; The stream flows as__  ev - er, Yet Al - jce, Where art
sought thee_ on the hil; And in  the pleasant wild-wood, When winds blow cold and

thou? One yoar back this © - ven, Andthou wert by my side_  One
chill. I've sought thee in for - est, I'm look - ing heav'n-ward, now, T've
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year back this e-ven, And thouwert by my side. (b)),
sought thee  in for-est, D'm look-ing heav'n-ward now. ()
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Source 6¢ Words and Music to 'Alice, Where Art Thou?'
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Vow -ing to__ love me; One year past this e - ven And thou wert by my
Oh!  there ‘mid the star-shine;  I've sought thee in  for -est I'm look - ing heav'n-ward
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side, Vow - ing to love me, Al-ice, What c'er might  be-tide!
now, Oh!____there a - mid the star-shine Alice 1 know, art thou!
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Mutapia-2004 /04 /02-433 This music is part of the Mutopia praject: http://www.MutopiaProject. org/

Tt has been Lypeset and placed in the public domain by Stan Sanderson.
Unrestricted modification and redistribution is permitted and encouraged —copy this music and share it!

| Source 6d is an audio version of this song.
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Mutopia 2004/04/02-433
Source 7 Words to the song 'Alice, Where Art Thou?'

Alice, Where Art Thou?
Music by Joseph Ascher Words by Wellington Guernsey

The birds sleeping gently,
Sweet Luna gleameth bright,
Her rays tinge the forest,
And all seems glad fonight,
The wind's sighing by me,
Cooling my fever'd brow;
The stream flows as ever,
Yet Alice, where art thou?
One year back this even,
And thou were by my side,
One year back this even,
And thou wert by my side.
Vowing to love me,

One year past this even,
And thou wert by my side,
Vowing to love me,
Alice, what e'er might betide.

The silver rain falling,
Just as it falleth now,
And all things slept gently,
Oh! Alice, where art thou?
I've sought thee by lakelet,
I've sought thee on the hill;
And in the pleasant wild-wood,
When winds blew cold and chill.
I've sought thee in forest,
I'm looking heav'nward now,
I've sought thee in forest,
I'm looking heav'nward now.
Ohl! there, 'mid the starshine;
I've sought thee in forest,
I'm looking heav'nward now,
Oh! there amid the starshine,
Alice, I know, art thou.
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