Overall Character

The open, eastern ‘glorious South Downs’, defined to the north by a steep escarpment (scarp) facing the Weald. An elemental landscape despite
intensive cultivation and the closeness of large urban areas.
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THE WEST SUSSEX LANDSCAPE
Land Management Guidelines

Sheet SD6

Eastern Downs

South Downs

The area covered by the Sheet includes:

The Devil’s Dyke and Clayton Downs (Area ) and Fulking to Clayton
Scarp (Area 2) Landscape Character Areas in Mid Sussex District.

The Beeding Downs (Area Al) and the Beeding to Edburton Scarp (Area
BI) Landscape Character Areas defined in the unpublished
Horsham District Landscape Character Assessment (October
2003).

The Mill Hill and Southwick Downs Landscape Character Area (yet
to be included in a District Assessment) in Adur District.




Historic Features

® Post-medieval and modern landscape of mixed field sizes.
® Prehistoric and Bronze Age cross-ridged dykes.

® Bronze Age barrows and bowl barrows.

® Iron Age hillforts at Devil's Dyke and Wolstonbury Hill.
@ Site of Roman road, earthworks and terrace way.

@ Evidence of Roman and Romano-British settlements.

® Saxon cemetery, field systems and cultivation terraces.

® Medieval earthworks and motte and bailey castle site.

® Perching Deserted Medieval Village and lynchet.

@ Post-medieval windmill sites and Jack and Jill Windmills.

Biodiversity

@ Remnants of nationally important species-rich grassland confined to the
scarp, other steep slopes and valley sides.

@ Small woodlands and scrub areas.

@ Dew ponds.

Change - Key Issues

® Species-rich downland grassland now confined to remnants on steep slopes,
the significant loss of this habitat due to intensive arable and grass
production and scrub encroachment.

® Greater recognition of the value of restoring sheep grazing to maintain
increased areas of downland grassland.

@ Visual impact of encroaching urban development, new roads and modern
farm buildings.

® Continuing pressures for development on the southern downland fringes.

® Impact on the landscape of exposed pylons and telecommunications masts.

@ Increasing pressures for a wide variety of recreational activities.

® Increasing pervasiveness of traffic movement and noise within and close to
the downs.

® Damage to (and loss of) archaeological remains.

® Gradual suburbanisation of the landscape, loss of locally distinctive building
styles and materials, and the widespread use of modern fencing.

Landscape and Visual Sensitivities

@ Highly distinctive landscape of national importance much valued for its
open, scenic qualities, cultural associations and recreational potential.

@ High sensitivity to the impact of encroaching urban development, modern
farm buildings, masts and pylons and new roads, reinforcing the cumulative
visual impact of buildings and other structures.

@ Views from the downs are highly sensitive to visually prominent
development both on the urban edge to the south and in the Weald to the
north.

@ Species-rich downland grassland has been reduced to remnants.

® Numerous important archaeological remains are vulnerable to damage and
loss.

Eastern Downs dip slope from Devil's Dyke

Scarp slope from Devil's Dyke

Edburton Hill

Jack and Jill Windmills

Favour new planting away from breaks
of slope or around farmsteads

Ensure siting and design of new
agricultural buildings are sympathetic
to the landform and reflect
vernacular style
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Encourage regeneration of existing
hedgerows and planting of new
ones, especially in sheltered minor
villages
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Conserve and manage chalk
grassland by controlling scrub and

sheep grazing

Protect the open skyline of the
upper crest of the downs

Conserve and enhance users’
experience of the South Downs Way




