THE WEST SUSSEX LANDSCAPE

Overall Character
Land Management Guidelines

The scarp footslopes east of the Adur Valley comprise an undulating relief of low sandstone ridges and gentle clay vales. Areas of ancient
woodland have survived on the heavier soils of the Gault Clay. Views south are dominated by the steep downland scarp.

Sheet LWII

Eastern Scarp
Footslopes

Low Weald

The area covered by the Sheet includes:

The Hurstpierpoint Scarp Footslopes (Area 3) Landscape Character
Area in Mid Sussex District.

The Henfield and Small Dole Farmlands (Area D2) Landscape
Character Area defined in the unpublished Horsham District
Landscape Character Assessment (October 2003).
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Historic Features

@ Post-medieval landscape of mixed field sizes Conserve the spring-line villages and churches Carry out t?‘:]ldhroi:j;;d_? pla:(ngng jssociated
: with the runk Roa

® Lines of two major Roman roads and Roman villa site. e R

® Evidence of Roman cemetery and settlement sites.

@ Significant areas of common land.

@ Historic country houses and manor house site at Edburton.

@ Characteristic spring-line villages.
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Scarp footslope, Poynings

Biodiversity

® Ancient coppice woodland.

@ Species-rich hedgerows.

® Herb-rich grassland, fen, marsh and scrub on common land.
® Woodland and marginal vegetation along stream banks.

@ Lakes, field and ornamental ponds.

Change - Key Issues
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® Decline in traditional woodland management techniques such as coppicing.

® Loss of orchards around Henfield.

@ Continuing amalgamation of small fields with hedgerow loss and the ageing
and loss of hedgerow and field trees.

@ Visual impact of new urban and rural development including modern farm
buildings, horse riding centres and paddocks.

@ Visually intrusive development on the A2037 at Small Dole.

® Increasing pervasiveness of traffic movement and noise in parts of the area.

@ Perceived increased traffic levels on small rural lanes with consequent
demands for road improvements.

® Gradual loss of locally distinctive building styles and materials.

® Gradual suburbanisation of the landscape including the widespread use of
exotic tree and shrub species.

Reinforce hedgerows especially Carry out new planting schemes integraﬁed into existing vegetation
Scarp footslope, Fulking along roadsides patterns especially around selected settlements and farms

Landscape and Visual Sensitivities

@ High level of perceived naturalness and a rural quality, especially in the more
wooded landscape to the west.

® Woodland cover, much of it ancient, imparts a scenic quality to the
landscape.

@ Intimate and unobtrusive settlement pattern of the spring-line settlements.

@ Scarce pockets of rich biodiversity are vulnerable to loss and change.

® Loss and fragmentation of hedgerows has occured associated with modern
farming.

® The area is highly exposed to views from the downs with a consequently
high sensitivity to the impact of new development, and the cumulative visual
impact of buildings and other structures.

® Wooded urban environment and setting of the ridge line villages currently
sits well within the rural landscape although there is a danger of the
cumulative visual impact of buildings and other structures here and
elsewhere in the area.

North from Perching Sands

Fulking from Devil's Dyke



