Overall Character

These Character Areas lie in a line between Funtington in the west and Arundel in the east. They form a transition between the open lower
Coastal Plain to the south and the wooded Downs to the north. The landform is very gently undulating in the west, more intricate in the east,
encompassing the distinctive landscapes of Binsted valley. Over much of the area, strong networks of hedgerows, hedgerow trees and
woodlands enclose small to medium-sized fields. At the northern edge, larger woodlands and forests merge with those on the gently dipping
slopes of the western Downs, where historic parklands are distinctive features. Whilst the busy A27 trunk road briefly cuts across the southern
edge, there are few urban influences in much of the area. As a result, it retains a mostly undeveloped, rural character.
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Historic Features
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® Remnant semi-natural broadleaved woodlands, interconnecting hedgerows and i o il . settings of
trackways provide important habitats for wildlife. small villages

® A large proportion of the woodland cover is ancient. Some of these are also Sites and hamlets

of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI), such as at The Valdoe, Slindon Bottom,
Binsted Wood, Rewell Wood and Tortington Common. Typical tree species include
oak, ash, beech, elm and sweet chestnut.

® A few significant patches of unimproved or semi-improved neutral grassland
and meadows.

® Pockets of remnant heathland in glades and woodland rides associated with
Tortington Common and Binsted Woods (SNCI).

@ Steep-sided stream valleys add variety, for example in the Binsted area.

@ The "disturbed" gravel working environment has considerable nature
conservation potential.

@ Stream valleys, both ephemeral and permanent, add to the nature
conservation interest.

@® Improved pasture is common and there is a significant area of unimproved
grassland near Woodmancote.

® Near the Hampshire border, the two Brick Kiln Ponds and Aldsworth Pond are
rich in wildlife.

Horse paddocks - Funtington

Change - Key Issues

@ Potential development pressure from the extension of existing settlements.

® Workings associated with gravel extraction.

@® Lack of woodland management resulting in a decline in the structure and condition
of existing woodlands.

@ Increased recreational activities, for example associated with horse-riding
and golf courses.

® Major existing road improvements along the A27 trunk road and the possibility
of new ones.

View to the South Downs

Landscape and Visual Sensitivities:

Key sensitivities are:

@ Suburban expansion pressures from the urban fringes.

@® Visual intrusion of gravel workings. Can be substantially visible from adjacent higher
ground.

@ Inappropriate or visually intrusive road improvements.

® Views from the higher ground of the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty to the north and to Arundel.

@ Erosion of historic character due to changes in farming practices.

® Expansion of horse paddocks.

Binsted Valley

For further information call 01243 642119 or visit www.westsussex.gov.uk



