Overall Character

Bordering Surrey in the north of the county, this area has a pastoral and densely wooded character. Low wooded ridges are dissected by
steep wooded gills and narrow lanes. Interspersed between the woodland is a patchwork of mostly small to medium sized pastures
enclosed by thick hedgerows and shaws. Homes and farms are scattered throughout this area. Remnant parkland and field corner ponds are
recurring features. Despite the relative proximity of Gatwick Airport and Crawley to the east, the area retains a strong rural character.
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The area covered by the Sheet includes:

The Upper Arun Valley (Area P1), the Rowhook and Rudgwick Wooded
Ridge (Area I1), and the Warnham and Rusper Wooded Ridge (Area
12) Landscape Character Areas defined in the unpublished
Horsham District Landscape Character Assessment
(October 2003).




Historic Features

® Path of the Roman road, Stane Street.

@ Moated sites.

@ Small to medium-sized linear fields associated with old droveways.
@ Small and large irregular fields carved out of woodland (assarts).
@ Many historic farmsteads and cottages.

@ Hammer ponds and remains of iron workings.

@ Ancient woodland.
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particularly on the heavy clay hill tops and alongside gill valleys. Inter-connected shaws
woodland of special value.

@ Many ancient semi-natural woodlands, but some coniferised.

® Woodland important for tree species such as small-leaved lime and wild service
tree.

@ Gill woodland.

® Mosses and liverworts in the gill woodlands are of national significance.

@ Field corner ponds add to habitat interest. Support amphibian populations.

@ Upper tributaries of the river Arun contain marginal vegetation and wetland trees.

@ Many shaws.

@ Unimproved pasture with a concentration south of Kingsfold valley.

Change - Key Issues
Remnant parkland features

® Noise from Gatwick Airport.

® Localised development pressures for urban development.

® Localised intrusion from surburban features.

® Localised loss of hedgerows and shaws.

® Expansion of horse paddocks.

@ Increasing development on narrow historic lanes.

® Increasing traffic pressures on narrow lanes and minor roads due to proximity of
urban areas of Horsham, Crawley and around Gatwick.

® Poor woodland and hedgerow/shaw management.

® Poor pond management.

® Loss of parkland features and introduction of high fences in the Rudgwick and
Rowhook area.

Landscape and Visual Sensitivities

Small scale field patterns
Overall sensitivity to change is high. Despite the high degree of enclosure in many

parts of the area, some ridgetops and slopes are prominent with distinctive long views
to both North and South Downs and across the Crawley Vale to the High Weald
Forests. Key sensitivities are:

® Loss of woodland along ridgetops and valley slopes.
@ Cumulative impact of small scale change.
® Any large scale housing/commercial development.
@ Cumulative impact of vertical structures on ridge slopes and ridgetops.
@ Small scale incremental land management change, e.g. expansion of horse paddocks.
® Erosion of the narrow country lanes.
® Loss of parkland features, e.g. parkland specimen trees/tree belts etc in
Rudgwick and Rowhook.
® Any development that would damage the integrity of gills or river valleys.
® Unsympathetic flood defences or works to hammer ponds.

Interlinking hedgerows, woodlands and shaws

For further information call 01243 642119 or visit www.westsussex.gov.uk



