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Recommendation 
 
That the Cabinet Member for Education and Schools approves the publication of 
statutory notices to expand, in a phased approach Arunside Primary, Heron Way 
Primary and Wisborough Green Primary from September 2013, and relocate and 
expand Shelley Primary, from September 2017: 
 

• Arunside Primary School from a one form entry (210 place) to a two 
form entry (420 place) primary school,  

• Heron Way Primary School from a 1.5 form entry (315 place) to a 2 
form entry (420 place) primary school,  

• Wisborough Green Primary School from a 20 place admission (140 
place) to a 25 place admission (175 place) primary school, and 

• Shelley Primary School from a 40 place admission (280 place) to a two 
form entry (420 place) primary school and relocated to a new 
development site to the south of Broadbridge Heath  

 
and should no responses, material or significant in number, be received the 
proposals proceed. 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The County Council have been closely monitoring the number of children at 

schools in Horsham District to ensure the schools can meet the demand for 
places.  Growth in numbers is anticipated due to demographic changes in the 
population from existing housing and in response to new strategic housing 
developments currently being built to the west of Horsham and south of 
Broadbridge Heath.  The number of pupils has been growing and is predicted 
to be higher than the places available.   

 
1.2 As a result officers propose permanently expanding Arunside Primary School 

to cater for just over 1000 houses to the west of Horsham, Heron Way 
Primary School to cater for demographic changes to the east of Horsham, 
Wisborough Green Primary to cater for increased pupil numbers in 
Wisborough Green and Billingshurst, and the expansion and relocation of 



Shelley Primary School to cater for approximately 960 new homes south of 
Broadbridge Heath. 

 
1.3 It is proposed to expand Arunside Primary from a one form entry school (210 

place) to a two form of entry school (420 place school); Heron Way Primary 
School from a 1.5 form entry (315 place) to a 2 form entry (420 place 
school); Wisborough Green Primary from a 20 place (140 place) to a 25 
place (175 place) primary school and expand and relocate Shelley Primary 
School from a 40 place admission primary (280 place) school to a two form 
entry (420 place) primary school.   

 
1.4 The proposal is to increase the Published Admission Number at Arunside from 

the current 30 to 60, at Heron Way Primary from 45 to 60, at Wisborough 
Green from 20 to 25, and at Shelley Primary School from 40 to 60.  Due to 
the nature of these particular expansions (and relocation), being by more 
than 30 pupils and greater than 25% of the current capacities of the 
buildings, a full statutory public consultation is required.  Full form of entry 
schools are a preferred model of organisation with no requirement for mixed 
age teaching.  The schools support this approach to expanding numbers and 
welcome the enhanced facilities given the need to accommodate future rolls. 

 
2. Consultation 
 
2.1 An initial briefing was given to the Cabinet Member, County Local Committee 

Members, the Chief Executive of Horsham District Council, the Teaching 
Associations and Unions and the local MP, Rt Hon Frances Maude, before 
consultation began (on 21st May 2012).  On 21st May a consultation booklet 
was sent to the following members of the community:- 
• Parents 
• Staff 
• Governors 
• Neighbouring Local Authorities 
• The Dioceses of Chichester, and of Arundel and Brighton 
• Unions and Teaching Associations 
• Horsham District Council 
• Billingshurst, Wisborough Green, Broadbridge Heath Parish Councils 
• The Local MP 
• Local Members of the County Council 
• All maintained schools in the Horsham East, Horsham West and 

Billingshurst localities, both primary and secondary 
• Early Years providers feeding into the school 
• Horsham, Billingshurst, Southwater, Pulborough and Crawley Libraries 
 

2.2 The booklet was also available online on the Have Your Say pages of the 
County Council website. 

 
2.3 At the close of the consultation, 3 written responses were received relating to 

Arunside Primary, 82 responses were received regarding Heron Way Primary 
School, 8 for Wisborough Green Primary and 5 for Shelley.  The majority of 
responses were from parents of existing pupils at the schools.   
 

2.4 Of the 3 written responses regarding Arunside Primary, one approved of the 
proposal, one was against and one did not specify one way or the other.  The 



issues raised were not wholly about the Arunside expansion itself, one 
commented that it is important to consider secondary education and rising 
numbers as soon as possible, one asked if pupils at the school had been 
consulted and the final letter was from Greenway Junior School which asked 
if Greenway had been considered as part of the potential reorganisation. 
 

2.5 Of the 82 written responses regarding Heron Way Primary School, 42 
approved of the proposal, 35 did not approve of the proposal and 5 did not 
express whether they were for or against.  Concerns were raised about the 
the data and the decision to invest in Heron Way at a time when funding is in 
short supply.  A number of governors and headteachers were concerned 
about the impact expanding Heron Way would have on neighbouring schools.  
Parking and access issues were also raised.  In support of the proposal a 
number of parents welcomed a wider choice of school in the area and the 
removal of temporary accommodation.  There was a relatively high response 
from staff members many of whom welcomed the expansion and enhanced 
facilities. 

 
2.6 Of the 8 written responses regarding Wisborough Green Primary, 4 were in 

favour, one was against, and 3 were neither for nor against.  Concerns were 
varied.  Two respondents, including the Parish Council, were concerned that 
the expansion could be catering for children outside the village.  One 
respondent was concerned about parking and space at the school and 
another felt the small school ethos could be lost.  One of the respondents 
who favoured change welcomed the fact that classes were less likely to 
contain mixed age groups.  

 
2.7 Of the 5 written responses regarding Shelley Primary expansion and 

relocation, 4 were in favour and one was neither in favour nor against.  
Respondents in favour mentioned the future of the old school site and 
whether this could be put to community use, and asked that WSCC ensured 
that there was enough space at the existing school until 2017 when it is 
proposed to relocate the school.  The response, which was neither for nor 
against, asked for a number of factors to be taken into account when 
planning the new school eg. sufficient parking, noise levels for neighbours, 
and the possible need to expand the school at a later date. 

 
2.8 A fuller analysis of all consultation responses is attached as part of the 

Customer Focus Appraisal as Appendix 1. 
 
2.9 Separate consultations will begin in the autumn of 2012 to consider site and 

access issues for the schools planning to expand in 2013 as a prelim to 
seeking planning permission.  This will be aimed at residents that live close 
to the proposed sites who will be directly impacted.  It is separate from the 
current consultation on the principles of expanding education provision in 
Horsham District. 

 
3. Customer Focus Appraisal 
 
3.1 A Customer Focus Appraisal has been undertaken and is attached as 

Appendix 1 to this report. 
 
 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/mis/250712es14a.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/mis/250712es14a.pdf


4.  Resource Implications and Value for Money 
 

4.1 The proposals offer value for money and are carefully tailored to the 
resources available.  The County Council’s capital programme 2012/13 
includes an allocation for capital works at the schools under the heading 
‘Primary and Secondary Basic Need, Other Schemes’. The budget is based on 
initial feasibility work completed by architects working for the West Sussex 
Capital and Asset Management Team.  Funding towards the expansion and 
relocation of Shelley Primary, and expansion of Arunside Primary, has been 
secured from housing developers as part of a s106 agreement, a condition of 
planning approval being granted. 

 
4.2 The expanded schools will be efficient to run because they will meet current 

building regulations and energy efficiency standards.   
 
5. Risk Management Implications 
 
5.1 Should there be a delay to the capital build there is a chance that local 

children will have to travel to Horsham for their education and that siblings 
would not be able to attend the same school.  This could also have a knock 
on effect on children in Horsham where the number of school places is also 
beginning to come under pressure and children from Broadbridge Heath may 
have to travel further afield. 

 
5.2 There is a possibility that the scheme may cost more than the feasibilities 

suggest as outlined in the identified risks. WSCC Capital Planning Project 
Managers will manage these risks carefully with the architects and building 
contractors employed by the County. 

 
6. Crime and Disorder Act Implications 
 
6.1 Having sufficient school places for children should reduce potential antisocial 

behaviour and crime. 
 
7. Human Rights Act Implications 
 
7.1 West Sussex County Council must ensure enough school places are available 

for all children in the area who wish to attend a state school or provide 
alternative education provision where appropriate.  This is in accordance with 
Article 2, Protocol 1, of the Human Rights Act that there should be no 
deprivation of the right to education. 

 
 David Sword    Colin James 

Director Learning    Head of Capital and Asset  
       Management 
  

Contact: Vanessa Cummins – 01243 752321 (x52321) 
 

 Appendix 1 
 Customer Focus Appraisal  
 
 Background Papers 
 None 
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