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Summary  
 
With effect from 6 Apr 2015, WSCC as Lead Local Flood Authority became a 
statutory consultee for all major development applications with respect to surface 
water, ground water and ordinary watercourse flood risk and surface water 
drainage provisions. 
 
There is an expressed need from borough and district engineering and planning 
staff throughout the county for a consistent policy on the interpretation of the non-
statutory technical guidance, planning practice guidance and best practice 
guidance.  
 
The West Sussex LLFA Policy for the Management of Surface Water has undergone 
several iterations in response to informal and formal consultation and is aimed at 
providing consistent guidance for planners, developers and engineers with regard to 
the design of sustainable drainage and the management of surface water. 
 
Recommendation 
 
(1) The West Sussex LLFA Policy for the Management of Surface Water is 

adopted. 
 
Proposal  
 
1. Background and Context  
 
1.1 As the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) West Sussex County Council is 

required under Article 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015   (the Development 
Management Procedure Order ) to provide consultation response on the 
surface water, ground water and ordinary watercourse flood risk and surface 
water drainage provisions associated with major development.  While this 
remit has been in place since 6 April 2015, the LLFA was not able to secure 
the necessary resources to fully focus on  this additional workload until April 
2016.  

 
1.2 Following the appointment of a dedicated Drainage Engineer for taking 

forward sustainable drainage, priority has been given to identifying measures 



 

 

that allow more effective management of surface water flood risk through 
implementation of sustainable drainage in the County including: 

o Training of District and Borough Planning staff throughout the County; 
o Combining technical review of WSCC capital with our LLFA input; 

(previously the former had been outsourced); 
o Providing technical advice to LPAs on strategic allocations; 
o Providing via CIRIA a SuDS design course to all District and Borough 

Engineers; 
o Updating WSCC Building Contract Directive guidance for sustainable 

drainage of capital projects; 
o Drafting of a Surface Water Management Policy for Adoption by WSCC. 

 
1.3 This policy is aimed at contributing directly to the Corporate Plan core 

objective of championing the local economy.  Adoption of the Policy for 
Surface Water Management is necessary to reduce local flood risk to 
businesses and residential communities and thereby reduce losses to the 
West Sussex economy.  It also directly contributes to the guiding principle:  
Our goal is to help our residents lead happy, healthy lives. 

 
1.4 This report addresses the final bullet above recommending adoption of a 

Surface Water Management Policy by WSCC.  This is needed for the following 
reasons: 

• To provide clear, consistent guidance, county wide, of what evidence is 
required to support development applications with respect to local 
flood risk and sustainable drainage; and related to the above: 

• To augment planning practice guidance and non-statutory technical 
standards specifically in relation to the WSCC context. 

 
2. Resources  
 
2.1  Inconsistency by central government, relating to the implementation of 

Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act (2010), has meant that 
different  Lead Local Flood Authorities are organised differently for the 
discharge of their responsibilities.  West Sussex is fortunate to have retained 
drainage engineers within the District and Borough councils who provide 
technical review of drainage to support development applications. 

 
2.2 Aside from drafting, reviewing and revising the draft policy, its introduction 

requires no additional resources.  It serves to augment existing policy and 
best practice guidance that the Sustainable Drainage Engineer is already re-
enforcing through training roadshows. 

 
Factors taken into account 
 
 
3. Consultation  
 
3.1 In Autumn 2016, the LLFA organised training sessions for planning staff at all 

the local planning authorities in the County with the exception of Arun DC 
where recent training had been facilitated by their drainage engineering 
team. At all these sessions the district / borough drainage engineers were 
present.  There was an appetite for the introduction of a county wide policy 
for management of surface water. 



 

 

 
3.2 Initial drafts of the document were circulated to all the District and Borough 

drainage engineers and the current draft has been updated in the light of 
their comments.  The LLFA Sustainable Drainage Engineer also briefed the 
West Sussex Planning policy Officers’ Group on 8 March 2017 as a pre-cursor 
to consultation with planning authorities, county wide which was initiated on 
12 May 2017. 

 
 
4. Risk Management Implications 

 
4.1 There is no significant management risks attendant with adoption of this 

policy.  Similar policies have been adopted by other Lead Local Flood 
Authorities nationally.   

 
4.2 Failure to adopt the policy may invoke criticism from our District and 

Borough partners that have an expectation that WSCC will produce 
consistent policy on Surface Water Management, county wide. 

 
4.3 SEA has been considered and is deemed not required. National Planning 

Practice Guidance states that Supplementary planning documents do not 
require a sustainability appraisal but may in exceptional circumstances 
require a strategic environmental assessment if they are likely to have 
significant environmental effects that have not already have been assessed 
during the preparation of the Local Plan – [see paragraph 008 via the 
following link] 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-
sustainability-appraisal 
A robust case can be made that the guidance essentially constitutes 
development design and therefore a minor modification to a development 
plan and does not have significant effects on the environment. 

 
5. Other Options Considered 

 
5.1 The alternative option considered was to maintain the status quo and rely 

upon non-statutory technical standards and government planning practice 
guidance.  However, the consequence of this would be inconsistent 
interpretation of this material throughout the county, hence why there is a 
strong consensus for county-wide advice. 

 
 
6. Equality Duty 
 
6.1 This report is about procedural issues relating to design of drainage to 

improve surface water management.  It is not therefore considered to fall 
within the scope of the Equality Act. 

 
7. Social Value  
 
7.1 The recommendation is for adoption of a policy; the social value of adopting 

the policy is in contributing to the goal of helping WSCC residents lead 
happy, healthy lives. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal


 

 

7.2   It also: 
 

• embeds sustainability within the County Council’s business; 
• values the place of West Sussex being directly linked to climate change 

adaptation and resilience; 
• reduces flood risk thereby realising efficiency savings in the short, 

medium and longer term; 
• works with and influences others to maximise the benefits of 

sustainability for West Sussex. 
• Impacts positively on local businesses and will increase skills to 

support sustainability. 
 
 
8. Crime and Disorder Act Implications  
 
8.1 None. 
 
9. Human Rights Implications 
 
9.1 None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Lee Harris     Matt Davey 

Executive Director for Economy, Director of Highways and 
Infrastructure and Environment  and Transport 

 
Contact: Ray Drabble, Sustainable Drainage Engineer, Lead Local Flood 
Authority, 033022 24077 

 
Appendices 
Appendix A - Draft West Sussex LLFA Policy for the Management of Surface Water 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/edd/ih/ih04a_17-18.pdf
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