
Agenda Item 4 
Unconfirmed minutes 

Joint Western Arun Area Committee 
 
9 March 2016– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. at Felpham 
Methodist Church 
 
Present: 
West Sussex County Council: Mr Oppler, Mr Jones, Mrs Rapnik, Mr Patel and Mr 
Sutcliffe. 
 
Arun District Council: Councillors, Mr Bence, Mrs Pendleton, Mr Maconachie, Mr 
English, Mr Wotherspoon and Mrs Hall.  
 
Town/Parish Council representatives: Councillors Mr Smith (Aldwick), Mr Knight 
(Bersted), Mr Cunard (Bognor Regis) (Chairman), Ms Piedot (Felpham), Mr Allsopp 
(Middleton) and Mr Radmall (Pagham) 
 
Officers: Paul Askew, Head of Policy and Partnerships (ADC), Monique Smart, 
Democratic Services Officer (WSCC), Ben Whiffin, Area Highways Manager (WSCC) 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
86. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting  
 
87.     Apologies had been received from Councillor Mrs Richardson 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
88. In accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct, no personal interests 
were declared. 
 
Minutes 
 
89. Resolved – that the minutes of the Joint Western Arun Area Committee 
(JWAAC) held on 6 January 2016 are confirmed as a correct record and that they 
are signed by the Chairman. 

 
Progress Statement  
 
90. The Committee had before it a progress statement on matters arising from 
the previous meeting (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The progress 
statement was noted and the following issues were raised: 
 

• Regarding the letter sent to Arun District Council about the Tree Preservation 
Order in Middleton, Councillor Mr Wotherspoon confirmed that the temporary 
order remains in place until 26 May 2016.  So far no objections have been 
received.   

• Councillor Mr English emphasised his disappointment about Bersted Parish 
Council not being part of the Highways and Transport (H&T) Sub Group. 

 



 
Talk with us – public question time 
 
91. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  A number of 
issues were discussed including those set out below: 
 

• Paul Wells thanked JWAAC for writing to Persimmons regarding the parking 
at Willows Edge.  However he stated that the response was not satisfactory 
and asked the County Council to take forward the issue.  It was agreed that 
Graham Jones as Chairman of H&T will work with Ben Whiffin and Harvey 
Rogers to try and get a meeting with Persimmons and agree outcomes and 
timescales. 

• The poor state of Fitzsleet Multi Story car park was raised as an issue of 
concern.  Paul Askew responded stating that Arun District Council was aware 
of the need for improvements and it was on a list of projects to be 
progressed but at present there was no date for works to progress. 
 

 
Highways and Transport Sub Group 
 
92. The Chairman referred Members to the minutes of the last meeting of the 
Highways and Transport Sub Group (copy attached to the signed minutes).  
 
93. Mr Sutcliffe raised an issue about some dangerous fencing on Pagham Road.  
It was confirmed that details had been sent to Ben Whiffin and agents for the land 
owner have been contacted and asked to take action. 
 
94. The Chairman asked Ben Whiffin to arrange an inspection of the pavement near 
the parade of shops on Linden Road. 
 
Site 6 Highway Mitigation Work – Felpham 
 
95. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director Residents 
Services and Director of Highways and Transport, West Sussex County Council 
(copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought a decision from the County 
Council Members of the Committee on the way forward with a revised package of 
measures for highway mitigation works at Felpham. 
 
96. Peter Bradley, Project Manager West Sussex County Council, introduced the 
report and summarised the proposed way forward for the options as detailed in the 
appendix of the circulated report. 
 
97. Councillor Mr English supported the proposals but hoped that West Sussex 
County Council officers will discuss the options going forward with Felpham and 
Middleton Parish Councils and via H&T Sub Group.  Mr Jones confirmed this would 
be the case and in addition there would be full public consultation. 
 
98. RESOLVED that the County Council Members of the Joint Western Arun Area 
Committee agreed to: 
 
(1) put on hold the current package of proposals, thereby delaying delivery 

beyond the opening of the relief road, currently planned for March 2016. 
 



(2) That the revised proposals (in appendix A) are further developed in 
consultation with local Members and Felpham Parish Council. 

 
(3) That a further consultation, including reaching a wider community, be carried 

out later in 2016, with the results presented to JWAAC before the end of 
2016. 

 
Traffic Regulation Order Update 
 
99. The Committee went on to consider an information report by the Director of 
Highways and Transport and Head of Highways Operations, West Sussex County 
Council (copy appended to the signed minutes).  Ben Whiffin introduced the report 
and explained the new process for community led TROs as detailed in the report.  
Ben also referred the Committee to the progress on current live TROs and the 
outcome of assessments from the 2014 ‘Appendix B’ requests.  The Committee 
noted the report. 
 
 
Community Initiative Funding 

 
100. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Law, Assurance & 
Strategy, West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), 
which sought a decision from the County Council Members of the Committee on the 
applications received under the Community Initiative Funding (CIF) scheme. 
 
 
101. RESOLVED that the County Councillors on the Committee allocate 
Community Initiative Funding as follows:  
 
874/JWAAC – Jeneses, £300.00, for publicity and printing costs for 'Clowns are 
back'.  
 
915/JWAAC- Felpham Allotments and Garden Society, £1250.26, to remove and 
replace an old caravan for use at open days, plant sales and a meeting place.  
 
 
Items to be raised by Town and Parish Council representatives. 
 
102. The Chairman invited questions from Town and Parish representatives on the 
Committee.  A number of issues were discussed including those set out below: 
 

• Ray Radmall commended the work of Arun District Council and the many 
volunteers in producing a document of what needs doing at Pagham Harbour 
with regard to cutting the spit. 

• Mrs Rapnik alerted the committee to a recent communication from Southern 
Railway about the future of ticket offices.  She encouraged Members and the 
public to make any objections known to Southern Railways.  It was agreed 
that JWAAC would write to Southern Railways asking them to come to a 
future meeting and discuss their plans. 

• Councillor Mr English referred to a footpath that Natural England hoped to 
create along the south coast.  He questioned how this was being financed 
and how works would progress when much of the land in question was 



privately owned.  JWAAC requested further information from Natural 
England. 
 

 
Items for Future Meetings 
 
103. The following items were agreed for consideration at future meetings: 
 

• WSCC Cycling and Walking Strategy (September 2016) 
• Evaluation on Public Realm Improvement (2017) 
• A27 consultation (Chichester) – Spring/Summer 2016 

 
104. Regarding a request for Youth provision to be discussed at a future meeting 
it was noted that West Sussex County Council would be attending Bognor Regis 
Town Council Environment and Leisure Services meeting on 21 March.  The 
chairman felt that having the same presentation at JWAAC was duplication and 
therefore encouraged anyone with an interest in this subject to attend the Bognor 
Regis Town Council meeting.   
 
105. It was confirmed that issue of traffic at the Halfords/Lidl/Matalan junction 
would be discussed further at H&T Sub Group. 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
106.   The Chairman confirmed that the next scheduled meeting of the Committee 
was due to be on Wednesday 22 June but as this was the evening before the EU 
referendum elections it was agreed that an alternative date would be looked for. 
  
The meeting closed at 7.55pm 
 
Chairman 
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