
Agenda Item 5A 
Unconfirmed minutes 

Joint Western Arun Area Committee 
 
15 March 2017– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. at The Arena 
Sports Centre, Bognor Regis 
 
Present: 
West Sussex County Council: Mr Jones, Mrs Rapnik, Mr Patel, and Mrs Phillips. 
 
Arun District Council: Councillors Mr English, Mr Bence, Mr Maconachie, Mr Dillon, 
and Mrs Pendleton. 
 
Town/Parish Council representatives: Councillors Mrs Richardson (Aldwick), Mr 
Knight (Bersted), Mr Cunard (Bognor Regis), Ms Piedot (Felpham), Mrs Haywood 
(Middleton), Mr Radmall (Pagham).   
 
Officers: Monique Smart, Democratic Services Officer (WSCC) and Nick Burrell, 
Senior Advisor (WSCC). Paul Askew, Head of Policy and Partnership (ADC) 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
69. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
70.     Apologies had been received from Councillors Mr Allsopp, Mr Sutcliffe and Mr 
Wotherspoon.  Mr Oppler and Mrs Hall were absent.  
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
71. Mr Jones declared a personal interest as a Governor of Bishop Tufnell School. 
 
Minutes 
 
72. Resolved – that the minutes of the Joint Western Arun Area Committee 
(JWAAC) held on 30 November 2016are confirmed as a correct record and that they 
are signed by the Chairman. 

Progress Statement 
 
73. It was confirmed that the timetable for the Youth Review had slipped but it 
was hoped the results of the survey would be collated and analysed in the next few 
weeks.  The Progress Statement was noted. 
 
Talk with us – public question time 
 
74. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  A number of 
issues were discussed including those set out below (responses in italics): 

 
• David Huntley from Pagham Parish Council expressed disappointment that the 

Parish Council had not been consulted about a proposal for 3000 houses at 
Pagham.  He asked what Members thought about the proposal.  All District 
Councillors, with the exception of Councillor Mr English, left the room so as not 
to predetermine any decision of Development Control at Arun District Council.  



Mr Jones stated that West Sussex County Council are a statutory consultee and 
will respond on Highways and other County Council services such as Education.  
Councillor Mr English encouraged Mr Huntley to attend, or watch via webcast, 
the special Full District Council meeting on 22 March as that was discussing the 
Local Plan.   
(District Councillors returned to the room) 

• Mr Goodheart asked if a JWAAC representative would be invited to attend the 
workshops planned to discuss the Chichester A27 Improvements Scheme.  The 
Chairman stated this item was on the agenda and would be discussed, including 
a response to Mr Goodheart question, at the agenda item. 

 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
75. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Law and Assurance, 
West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought 
a decision from the County Council Members of the Committee on the applications 
received under the Community Initiative Funding (CIF) scheme. 
 
76. The Committee discussed the respective merits of the projects for which 
funding was sought and indicated support or otherwise for each application.  Where 
appropriate the applicant was invited to speak. 
 
77. Mr Patel declared an interest as a Trustee of Bognor Shopmobilty.  He did not 
comment or vote on that application (Ref 1127/JWAAC). 
 
78. RESOLVED that the County Councillors on the Committee allocate 
Community Initiative Funding as follows:  
 
The following applications and amounts were approved:- 
 
1127/JWAAC - Bognor Shopmobility, £1,000.00, towards the cost of replacement 
vehicles.  
 
1172/JWAAC - Home-Start Arun, £417.15, towards the purchase of replacement 
IT equipment. 
 
1187/JWAAC - Girlguiding Bognor Regis Division, £1,250.00, for the purchase of 
2 tents, coach hire and hire of a gas cooker and gas.  
 
1188/JWAAC - Grandads Front Room, £900.00, towards the purchase of a 
Community Vehicle.  
 
1191/JWAAC – Headway, £481.80, to provide support meetings in Bognor area.  
 
1207/JWAAC - Bognor Regis Pier Watch, £500.00, towards the purchase of a 
Gazebo.  
 
1208/JWAAC – Bognorphenia, £1,328.00, for the rental of staging equipment.  
 
1213/JWAAC - Making Theatre Gaining Skills CIC, £2,000.00, towards training 
Workshops.  
 



1214/JWAAC - The Big Blake Project, £2,000.00 towards Blake Exhibition at 
Bognor Library.  
 
The application was declined:- 
 
1126/JWAAC - Southdowns Folk Festival, requested £3,500.00 towards marketing 
and promotions. Members declined this as the applicant had received funding for 
this event for the previous 2 years and CIF was not for ongoing annual events.    
 
Highways and Transport Sub Group 
 
79. The Chairman referred Members to the minutes of the last meeting of the 
Highways and Transport (H&T) Sub Group (copy attached to the signed minutes).  
 
80. The Chairman welcomed West Sussex County Council Officers Peter Bradley 
and Kevin Moss who provided an update in relation to the Felpham Mitigation 
Schemes.  Following the presentation to the H&T Sub Group, Officers had provided 
a further briefing note to Felpham Parish Council with detailed updates on each 
element of the scheme.  This update was discussed at a meeting of the Blakes 
Meed Development Committee on 13 March.  The minutes of that meeting had 
today been made available to West Sussex County Council. 
 
81. Councillor Mr English expressed disappointment about the increase in cost of 
the schemes and the amount that appears to have been spent on fees.  He asked 
for reassurances that further discussions take place before anymore work is 
undertaken.  It was agreed that this could not wait until the next meeting of the 
H&T Sub Group so a separate meeting would be set up. 
 
82. Councillor Mrs Richardson requested an update on Fish Lane as mentioned in 
2.1 of the H&T Sub Group notes.  Monique Smart undertook to get an update to 
Mrs Richardson via the Area Highways Manager. 
 
A27 
 
83. The Chairman referred to the information update confirming that the A27 
Chichester bypass improvement scheme had been cancelled by the Secretary of 
State (copy attached to the signed minutes). In addition Paul Askew read the 
following statement on behalf of Arun District Council: 
  
“Arun District Council are disappointed that the Transport Secretary – Chris 
Grayling - has made the decision not to make improvements to the A27 at 
Chichester. However, this decision does not alter the proposals in the Local Plan as 
they were drawn up on the basis of the current road network. 
 
Arun remains committed to support an Arundel by pass and are pleased that the 
Secretary of State has reiterated that the decision he made on the Chichester by 
pass does not affect the A27 at Arundel. It is expected that consultation on the 
proposals for Arundel will take place in the Summer.” 
 
84. The Chairman also updated the Committee that the Leader of West Sussex 
County Council in partnership with community groups and campaigners in 
Chichester came together to pledge their support in finding a way forward for 
improvements to the A27 at Chichester.  Following that meeting the County Council 



has confirmed that the intention is to arrange community workshops to draw on the 
expertise and knowledge of people locally and to bring in outside experience and 
impartiality where needed.   
 
85. The Chairman asked for support from JWAAC for her to write to the Leader of 
West Sussex County Council to ensure that an invitation to the workshops is 
extended to representatives from the JWAAC area.  This was supported. 
 
Nominations to School and Academy Governing Bodies 
 
86. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director of Children’s, 
Adults’, Families, Health & Education (copy attached to the minutes). 
 
87. Resolved that the County Council Members of the Committee approved the 
following nominations under the 2012 Regulations: - 
 
Nomination for Reappointment: Mr David Lind to Bishop Tufnell C.E. Junior School 
for a four year term 

Nomination for Appointment: Mrs Ann Lesley Humes St Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School for a four year term 

 
Items to be raised by Town and Parish Council representatives. 
 
88. The Chairman invited questions from Town and Parish representatives on the 
Committee.  The following issues were discussed: 
 

• Councillor Mr Cunard reported that cars parked on the pavement and 
reversing into oncoming traffic at Queensway and Canada Grove are 
dangerous and causing the pavement to crack.  It was agreed to add this to 
the next H&T Sub Group agenda. 

• Councillor Mr Radmall requested more cooperation from Arun District Council 
with the Pagham Coastal defences, particularly in relation to the planning 
consent.  Councillor Mr Bence undertook to raise this with the appropriate 
Cabinet Member at Arun District Council. 

 
 
Items for Future Meetings 
 
89. The following items were agreed for consideration at future meetings: 
 

• Evaluation on Public Realm Improvement - 2017 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
90.   The Chairman confirmed that the next scheduled meeting of the Committee 
was due to be on Wednesday 28 June at St Philip Howard Catholic High School, 
Barnham. 
  
The meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 
Chairman 
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