
Agenda Item 3 
Joint Western Arun Area Committee 
 
30 May 2012– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. at Bishop Tuffnel 
Junior School 
 
Present: 
West Sussex County Council: Mr Blampied, Mrs Coleman, Mr Coleman, Mr Oppler, 
Mr McDougall and Mr Wells. 
 
Arun District Council: Councillors Mrs Brown, Mr English, Mr Bence, Mr 
Wotherspoon, and Mr Patel. 
 
Town/Parish Council representatives: Dr Poland (Aldwick), Ms Kissell (Felpham), 
Mrs Hall (Pagham), Mr Dillon (Bognor Regis), Mr Kemp (Bersted)  
 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting including new members of 
the committee, Mrs Gill Brown and Mr Anthony Kemp. 
 
2.       Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors. Mr Peerman, Mrs 
Phillips, and Mr Cunard. 
 
 
Appointments  
 
3. Following the decision that the chairmanship of the Joint Arun Area 
Committees should rotate amongst the three tiers, the Chairman for 2012/13 would 
be a Parish Councillor and the Vice Chairman would be a County Councillor.   
 
4. Resolved that Councillor Mr Dennis Peerman be appointed Chairman of 
JWAAC for the forthcoming year.  As Mr Peerman was absent, Mr Wotherspoon 
remained Chairman for the next item. 
 
5. The vote to appoint a Chairman of the Western Arun County Local Committee 
and Vice Chairman of JWAAC for the forthcoming year resulted in a tie with three 
votes for Mr George Blampied and three votes for Mr Francis Oppler.  It was 
therefore decided to refer this decision to the Leader of the County Council.   
However as Mr Blampied was the current Chairman of the Western Arun County 
Local Committee he took on the Chairmanship of the remainder of the meeting. 
 
6. Resolved that Councillor Mr Paul Wotherspoon be appointed as the lead 
District Councillor of JWAAC as confirmed at the Annual Arun District Council 
meeting on 9 May 2011.  
 
7. Resolved that the Memberships of the Highways and Transport Sub Group 
and the Community Initiative Sub Group remain the same for the forthcoming year  
 

   
 
 



  
8. Resolved that Mr Simon McDougall  be appointed as the County Council 
representative on the Konnect Charitable Trust. 
 
9. Resolved that Councillor Dr Poland be appointed as the JWAAC 
representatives to the Arun Conservation Area Advisory Committee. 
 
Declarations of interest 
 
10. None 
 
Minutes 
 
11. Councillor Mr Bence referred to minute 83 and stated that the organisation 
was Outreach Steering Group not Homelink.   
 
12. Resolved that with the above amendment, the minutes of the Joint Western 
Arun Area Committee (JWAAC) held on 22 February 2012  be confirmed as a 
correct record and be signed by the Chairman.    

Urgent Matters 

13. The Chairman stated that he had agreed to take an additional nomination for 
a School Governor and that this would be dealt with at agenda item 11. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
14.  The Committee had before it a progress statement (copy appended to the 
signed minutes) that contained brief updates on matters arising from the last 
meeting.  A number of questions were asked to which responses were given, 
including those set out below: 
 

• Roadside Vehicle Sales.  Members again expressed extreme frustration that 
this contract had been delayed further.  County Councillors agreed to ask the 
Chief Executive and Head of Legal Services to finalise this and if not done by 
the next meeting of JWAAC then to attend and explain why. 

 
• LAA Reward Grant sub group.  Kevin Basford informed the Committee that 

this had been formally renamed the JWAAC Community Project Fund.  The 
criteria and forms were now available on the Arun District Council website.  
An email link had been sent to all JWAAC Parish Councils. 

 
• New Homes Bonus.  Members informed Kevin Basford that they had agreed 

to split the fund evenly between all JWAAC Parishes.  The initial discussions 
to look into a boarded walkway on the seafront were halted due to being too 
expensive and not all parishes being in agreement.  Mr Basford would 
arrange for the funds to be distributed evenly between the Parishes.  
Councillor Mrs Brown informed the Committee that Arun Cabinet had agreed 
a further years New Homes Bonus of £17,000 for each JAC. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
‘Talk with Us’ Public Question Time 
 
15. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public present at the 
meeting.  A number of questions were asked to which responses were given, 
including those set out below: 
 

• Mr Graham Matthews of Felpham Parish Council asked if  a fuller explanation 
regarding the proposed consultation into the proposed CPZ`s could be given.  
Currently  there is no clear list as to which areas this will apply to.  Jen 
Bradbury replied stating that there are no proposed CPZs to speak of. The 
County Council has agreed a study areas where we would like to consult with 
residents to see what their issues are (or not). These study areas have 
already been shared with the Highways Sub Group members.   Jen confirmed 
that the information would be sent to the Parish Councils. 

• Mr Mike Harvey raised a question about the information about William Blake 
at the Look and Sea Centre in Littlehampton.  Mr Harvey was advised to raise 
this with Littlehampton Town Council. 

• Mr Brian Green raised an issue on behalf of a neighbour.  He had received 14 
letters from Arun District Council in relation to a planning application he had 
signed a petition against.  Members stated that they had also been 
approached by residents staing that had received numerous letters.  Details 
were given to Councillor Mrs Gill Brown and she and Nigel Lynn agreed to 
look into the matter. 

• Mr Stan Jones from Brighter Bognor asked if plans to redevelop the Regis 
Site would include car parking.  Mr Nigel Lynn, Chief Executive of ADC said 
that no plans had been drawn up but stated that parking on the site would be 
equivalent to what it is now. 

 
 

Community Policing Issues 
 
16. The Chairman welcomed Chief Inspector Jane Derrick who provided an 

update on current issues in the JWAAC area.  A number of issues were 
discussed including those set out below: 

 
• Operation Accent had been working with the Eastern European 

Community to tackle issues such as street drinking and homelessness and 
to work with those communities to gain a better understanding of issues. 

• Many Crimes down.  Forty less shoplifting offences in Bognor Regis since 
April compared to the same period last year. Sixty less criminal damage. 

• Road Policing Unit now in Arundel.  Drink Drive campaign to start in June. 
• A request was made for Inspector Derrick to explain the changes and 

impact of the abolishing of ASBOs.  Inspector Derrick said she would be 
happy to cover that at a future meeting.  Kevin Basford stated that he 
would be happy to circulate a Local Government Association Summary of 
the changes. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Arun Priorities ‘Your Council 2013-17’ 
 
17. Nigel Lynn, Chief Executive of Arun District Council, provided the Committee 
with a powerpoint presentation about Arun Priorities ‘Your Council 2013-2017’, copy 
amended to the signed minutes.   
 
18. The Chairman then invited questions from the Committee.  A number of 
questions were asked to which responses were given, including those set out 
below: 
 

• Confirmation that although encouraging online transactions, Arun District 
Council would retain a ‘shop’ front at Littlehampton and Bognor. 

• Mr Oppler raised concern about possible cuts to the Laburnum and Tamarisk 
Centres and the effect this would have on those who use the services.  Mr 
Lynn confirmed that no savings had been identified for those centres but the 
consultation did ask questions about the services that people want. 

• Mrs Coleman asked how many Council Houses were to be built and the 
percentage that would be specifically for disabled people.  Mr Lynn stated 
that numbers had not been confirmed but likely start with 10 or 20 and some 
could be designed specifically for disabled people. 

• Mr McDougall asked how a 25% increase in burial fees could be justified.  Mr 
Lynn confirmed that Arun District Council was at present subsidising all 
burials and the consultation did include a question asking if this was 
appropriate. 

 
 
Prevention and Wellbeing Grant Applications 
 
19. The Chairman introduced a report by the Executive Director Public Health, 
Wellbeing and Safeguarding (copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
20.  Resolved: -  
 

(i) That the County Council members of JWAAC approved the following 
applications: 

 
SG1  - 4SIGHT - £466.66 
TL2  - ACCT - SHOPPING - £1000.00  
SG2 - Age UK West Sussex - £500.00 – 
TL1  - BOGNOR SHOPMOBILITY - Requested £5000.00, agreed £2500 for 
equipment. 
SG4  - Cruse West Sussex - £420.00  
SG5  - Lifecentre - £483.33  
SG7  - SASBAH - £283.33  
SG8 - United Response - £1333.33  
TL10  - WSAD (Bognor Regis) - £400.00  

 
(ii)  That the County Council members of JWAAC declined the following 
applications: 

 



TL16  - ACCT-DIAL A RIDE - Requested £2500.00 – Declined as Members felt 
this did not meet the criteria of an activity or service to support the 
Prevention and Wellbeing Agenda.   
TL23  - BOGNOR COMMUNITY ACYION NETWORK - Requested £4905.00 –
Declined as Members felt they did not know enough about the group or its 
services.  
 
SG3  - Bognor Regis Community Group - Requested £1582.33 – Members 
felt this group was not yet established with a constitution or building and 
suggested they apply for funding when established. 
 
SG6  - Pallant House Gallery - Requested £ 2000.00 – Declined this is 
outside of the JWAAC area. 

 
 
 
Appointment of Authority School Governors 
 
21.  The Committee considered a report by Director of Operations Learning (copy 
appended to the signed minutes), which set out proposed nominations to school 
governing bodies and the criteria for their appointment and sought decisions from 
the County Council Members of the Committee on the applications received. 
 
22. As mentioned under Urgent Matters, the Chairman reminded Members that 
he had agreed to take an additional nomination for a School Governor.  This 
additional nomination was for Mrs J Wilson to the Regis Academy. 
 
23. Resolved:  
 

I. that the following be re-appointed as School Governor: 
 

• Mr JWJ Wilson to Felpham Community College for a 4 year term 

• Mrs DK Willson to Rose Green Junior School for a 4 year term. 

 
II. that the following be nominated as a School Governor: 

 
• Mrs  J Wilson to the Regis Academy for a 4 year period 

 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
24. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought a decision from the 
County Council Members of the Committee on the application received under the 
Community Initiative Funding (CIF) scheme  
 
25. Resolved: 
 

i) To approve the following applications for funding: 
 

• 1828/JWAAC, 1st Middleton-on-Sea Scout Group, £1,250, towards the 
purchase of a second-hand Laser 2000 racing dinghy.  



• 1854/JWAAC, Arun & Chichester CAB, £2,500, towards sessional training 
hours to enable recruitment of volunteer trainee advisors.  

• 1881/JWAAC, Pagham Residents Association, £2,000, towards the purchase 
of an audio system for the village hall.  

 
ii) To merge the Parish Initiative Fund with the Community Initiative Fund.   

 
 
Bognor Regis: Highfield Road, Proposed Traffic Regulation Order 
 
26. The Committee had before it a report by the Director of Communities and 
Infrastructure (copy appended to signed minutes) which sought a decision from the 
County Council Members of the Committee to progress Traffic Regulation proposals 
for Highfield Road. 
 
27. Jen Bradbury introduced the report and explained that the original proposals 
included limited waiting but that had received objections.  Therefore the 
recommendation was to reconsider that at a later stage and continue with the order 
as advertised but only insofar as it relates to the bridge and its immediate 
surroundings. 
 
28. Resolved that: 
 
The County Council Members of the Joint Western Arun Area Committee, having 
considered the objection raised and officer responses, authorised the Head of Legal 
and Democratic Services to make the Traffic Regulation Order under the Road 
Traffic Act 1984 as advertised but only insofar as it relates to the bridge and its 
immediate surroundings. 
 
Highways and Transport Sub Group 
 
29. The Chairman referred Members to the previously circulated minutes of the 

last meeting of the Highways and Transport sub group.  A number of 
questions were raised in relation to items on the minutes and also general 
Highway issues.  These included: 

 
• Jen Bradbury confirmed that Ben Whiffin had met Carolyn Gosford in the 

High Street and discussed options with Members.  It was thought that they 
were now in a position to move forward and bring options back to H&T sub 
group and JWAAC this year.  Jen confirmed this would link into the Bognor 
Regeneration Board.  Mr Coleman requested this include the seafront. 

• Members did raise concern about the use of a consultant for this work and 
suggested that the work had already been undertaken with JWAAC H&T sub 
group in the last few years. 

• Mr Coleman has requested Tesco be invited to a future H&T Sub Group to 
discuss parking and deliveries. 

• Mr Coleman confirmed that TRO’s could be combined to allow more to be 
progressed and he was hoping this could be done with the next priorities to 
be agreed by County Councillors later this year. 

• Councillor Mr English raised the issue of Allotments and had been told that 
the County Council need to ask developers to consider utilising land locked 
areas for allotments.  Jen Bradbury agreed to look into this. 

 



 
 

 
Bognor Regis Regeneration Update 
 
30. Members noted the update report. 
 
 
Items to be raised by Town and Parish Council representatives 
 
31. An issue was raised by Bersted Parish Council about the Shripney/Willeys 
roundabout and the impassable cycle path and footpath on the Bersted side.  The 
Parish Council were getting conflicting updates on what was planned.  Jen Bradbury 
agreed to look into this. 
 
32. The issue of Dog Fouling would be raised as a high priority that needed to be 
tackled.  Mr Basford stated that where evidence is provided or an incident 
witnessed by an Arun Officer then this would result in prosecution.  However he 
stated that Arun did not have the resources to be out patrolling the streets.  Mr 
Basford estimated that between 2 to 5 people had been prosecuted in the last year.  
It was agreed this would be added as a future agenda item. 
 
33. Mr Basford informed the Committee that following a management restructure 
at Arun District Council the officer representative for the Joint Area Committees 
would be changing and from the next meeting it would be Philippa Dart.  Mr Basford 
took the opportunity to thank the Committee for their support during his time.  The 
Committee also thanked Mr Basford for his support. 
 
 
Items for Future Meetings 
 
34. The suggested items were noted as. 
 

• Health Issues/NHS Update 
• Dog Fouling 
• Locations for advertising (request from Rox, supported by Members) 
• Traffic Regulation Order Priorities for 2013/14 - November 

 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
35.   The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the Committee would take 
place on Wednesday 21 September at the Arena Sports Centre. Members wishing to 
place an item on the agenda should notify Monique Smart via e-mail: 
Monique.smart@westsussex.gov.uk  or on (01243) 752730.   
 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm 
 

mailto:Monique.smart@westsussex.gov.uk
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