
Agenda Item No 3 
Unconfirmed minutes 

Joint Western Arun Area Committee 
 
17 September 2014– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. at The 
Arena Sports Centre, Bognor Regis. 
 
Present: 
West Sussex County Council: Mr Jones, Mr Oppler, Mr Patel, Mrs Philips, Mrs Rapnik 
and Mr Sutcliffe 
 
Arun District Council: Councillors Mr L Brown, Mr Cunard, Mr Edwards, Mr English, 
Mr Hitchins, and Mr Wotherspoon (Chairman) 
 
Town/Parish Council representatives: Councillors Mr Knight (Bersted), Mr Wells 
(Bognor Regis), Mr Peerman (Felpham)(Vice Chairman). 
 
Officers: Paul Askew, Head of Policy and Partnerships (ADC), Karl Roberts, Assistant 
Director (ADC), Monique Smart, Democratic Services Officer (WSCC), Gregory 
Merrett, Principal Community Officer (WSCC), Hannah Rawlings-Smith, CPE Project 
Officer (WSCC) and Richard Wells, Principal Engineer (WSCC). 
 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
29. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
30.     Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Warr, Mrs Pendleton and 
Mrs Hall. 
 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
31. No declarations of interests were declared. 
 
Minutes 
 
32. Resolved –that the minutes of the Joint Western Arun Area Committee 
(JWAAC) held on 11 June 2014 are confirmed as a correct record and that they are 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
Progress Statement  
 
33. The Committee had before it a progress statement on matters arising from 
the previous meeting (copy appended to the signed minutes).  Comment/queries 
were as follows: 
 

• In relation to the appointment of Authority Governors, Mr Jones explained 
that the County Council was looking into the effect of the new legislation on 
relationships between schools and local Councillors.  Mr Jones was hopeful of 
better relations with Felpham Community College. 



• Mr Coster stated he was grateful for the responses to his queries around 
London Road and Kickstart but was not satisfied that the question had been 
answered. 
 

 
Talk with us – public question time 
 
34. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  Questions were 
asked to which responses were given (in italics), including those set out below: 
 

• Mr Goodheart raised the issue of advertising for local events, particularly 
on the highway.  The Chairman suggested that Mr Goodheart put his 
request in writing to the Committee with specific locations. 

• Mr Cosgrove from the No18 Project asked what consultation will take 
place on proposals to replace the skate park on the esplanade with a 
café?  Mr Karl Roberts explained that the Bognor Regis Regeneration 
Committee had decided to look at alternative options for the site but also 
look to relocate the skate park.  No decision had been made and a report 
would go to the Sub Committee followed by a decision by full Council at 
Arun District. 

• Mr Cosgrove also asked why the new ‘Find It Out’ service provided by 
West Sussex County Council in Bognor was duplicating services provided 
by the No 18 Project?  He also asked why schools are being told that the 
No 18 project is closed when it is not?  Gregory Merrett undertook to get 
a response from West Sussex County Council for Mr Cosgrove. 

• Mr Dixon asked why JWAAC and the democratic process for decision 
making had been bypassed in relation to Station Square.  He also asked if 
Arun District Council had made representation to West Sussex County 
Council and tried to influence their policy and decision.  Monique Smart 
stated that the Terms of References for County Local Committees (CLC) 
clearly stated what executive powers the CLC of JWAAC has, such as 
Traffic Regulation Orders and Parking Schemes.  The Terms of Reference 
also state the referred powers that the CLC have where they can make 
recommendations to Cabinet Members.  Infrastructure schemes such as 
Station Square come under referred powers and therefore the CLC only 
has the power to recommend to the Cabinet Member who ultimately 
makes the decision.  Mr Roberts confirmed that he had spoken to the 
Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport at West Sussex County 
Council prior to him making his decision and that this was requested so 
that he could understand the context of the issue. 

• Mr Coster questioned if the protocol of Cabinet Member Decisions had 
been followed as he did not believe that the Cabinet Member had 
consulted with the relevant bodies and individuals prior to making his 
decision.  Mr Oppler stated that the meeting between County Councillors 
and the Cabinet Member prior to his decision was less than satisfactory.  
The Chairman reminded Members that all decisions are subject to a 
period of call in where by Members can request the decision be reviewed.  
Monique Smart confirmed that this decision was published on the County 
Council website yesterday and the call in period was 7 days. 

• Mr Coster also asked if the public could access a plan for Station Square.  
Mr Roberts confirmed that the conceptual design for Station Square was 
in the public domain as part of the exhibition boards and these are 
available on the Arun District Council website.  Mr Karl Roberts would look 



into whether the plans submitted with the tender could be added to the 
website.  Mr Coster also stated that he felt the public should be fully 
consulted on the plans rather than the conceptual drawings. 

• Mr Brooks stated that he had very recently written to the Cabinet Member 
for Highways and Transport at West Sussex County Council to ask if 
something could be done about various issues around Aldwick Road 
shopping centre including the lack of parking, speeding drivers and poor 
visibility.  Mr Patel as the local County Councillor and Gregory Merrett 
agreed to arrange a meeting with Mr Brooks to discuss this issue. 
 

 
Community Policing Update 

35. The Chairman welcomed Inspector Marc Clothier who provided an update on 
current issues in the JWAAC area.  A number of issues were discussed including 
those set out below: 
 

• Inspector Clothier referred to the previously circulated statistics and 
noted that reported crime had increased.  He stated that although the 
aim would be to reduce this figure they are also encouraging people to 
report crime, especially around domestic violence. 

• Following a request at the previous meeting, Inspector Clothier looked 
into the statistics in relation to Butlins and he confirmed that in the 
last 6 months there had been 20 reported crimes from Butlins and he 
believed this was not disproportionate to other areas in the district. 

• Street drinkers in the Town Centre continue to be a problem but PCSO 
presence and also greater powers to disperse are helping. 

• Members raised concern about long waiting times for calls to 101.  
Inspector Clothier was aware of the issue and that extra call handlers 
are being trained as well as work to stop bogus callers. 

 
Highways and Transport Sub Group 
 
36. The Chairman referred Members to the minutes of the last meeting of the 
Highways and Transport Sub Group (copy attached to the signed minutes). The 
minutes were noted. 
 
37. Councillor Mr Wells reported a problem on Felpham Way with the road 
collapsing.  Mr Gregory Merrett agreed to report this to highways for attention. 
 
 
Felpham & Western Bognor Parking Review 
 
38. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director Residents 
Services, West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), 
which sought decision from the County Council Members of the Committee on the 
next steps for changes to parking in Felpham and Western Bognor Regis. 
 
39. The Chairman invited Ms Hannah Rawlings-Smith to introduce the report and 
take questions from Members.  A number of issues were discussed including those 
set out below: 
 



• Many Members voiced support for the recommendation to discontinue 
proposals for a Controlled Parking Zone/Residents Parking Scheme in 
Felpham and Western Bognor. 

• Councillor Mr English raised concern about the cost of the consultation and 
the company who had undertaken the consultation.  He also stated that prior 
to the last County Council elections members of JWAAC had said no to going 
ahead with a consultation and he felt that the new County Councillors had 
been misled by officers.  Councillor Mr English later apologised for his 
comments in relation to officers. 

• Councillor Mr Wells stated that the map of London Road was incorrect and 
that the Traffic Regulation Order should be opposite Glamis Street. 

• Councillor Mr Cunard raised concern about appendix D of the report and the 
adverse effect some of the proposals would have for tourist parking.  Ms 
Rawlings-Smith confirmed that the minor amendments suggested in 
appendix D had all been part of the design consultation and offer solutions to 
the issues raised.  

• In addition Mr Cunard made a plea to advertise the voucher parking scheme 
and where vouchers can be purchased. 

• Councillor Mr Edwards also raised concern with proposals in appendix E, 
particularly Longford Road.  Ms Rawlings-Smith explained that a parking bay 
existed across the entrance to a block of flats and the management company 
had requested this be removed. 

• Ms Rawlings-Smith confirmed that the recommendation was for County 
Councillors to agree to proceed to formal advertisement of the proposals and 
Monique Smart confirmed that if 3 or more objections were received in the 
legal consultation period, to any of the proposals, it would come back to 
Committee for approval. 

• Councillor Mr English reminded the Committee that the Highways and 
Transport (H&T) Sub Group had reviewed the report and supported the 
recommendations; however based on concerns raised this evening Members 
asked if recommendation 3 could be deferred and go back to the H&T Sub 
Group for further consideration before proceeding to advertisement.   

 
 
40. The County Council Members of the Committee resolved: 
 
1. That all aspects of the proposals to introduce an extension to the Controlled 
Parking Zone / Residents Parking Scheme in Felpham AND western Bognor Regis be 
discontinued. 

2. To proceed to legal (formal) consultation with small scale TRO amendments 
in response to feedback from residents and local businesses.  And to communicate 
these proposals to residents and businesses as part of the legal consultation. 

3. To defer proceeding to legal (Formal) consultation with the minor 
amendments advertised during the design consultation.  Members agreed to 
explore these minor amendments further at the next Highways and Transport Sub 
Group prior to any decision to proceed to legal consultation. 
 
 

 

 



 

London Road Bognor Regis Pedestrian Zone  

41. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Highways and Transport, 
West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought 
decision from the County Council Members of the Committee on a Traffic Regulation 
Order for London Road, Bognor Regis 
 
42. The Chairman invited Mr Richard Wells to introduce the report and take 
questions from Members.  A number of issues were discussed including those set 
out below: 
 

• Mr Jones asked how much a public inquiry could cost.  Mr Richard Wells 
estimated around £20,000. 

• The TRO would further support London Road as a pedestrianised street. 

• Mr Richard Wells confirmed that prohibition of cycling would be picked up as 
part of this TRO but Members urged that signage be updated to allow the 
police to enforce this. 

• Some concern was raised about the times of the proposed restrictions and 
whether vehicles would be allowed to drive between 5pm and 9am.   

• It was also noted that the report contained an error with the timings and that 
on a) the times should be 11am to 4.30pm not 4.30am. 

• Some Members raised concern about blue badge holders not being able to 
access or park in London Road.  Mr Richard Wells stated that many 
pedestestrian streets do not allow any vehicles and this makes it safer for all. 

 

43.  The County Council Members of the Committee resolved to: 
 

• Advertise the Traffic Regulation Order for London Road and Bedford Street 
and if objections are received during the formal consultation, to receive a 
further report to consider objections and whether or not to approve 
proceeding to a Public Inquiry. 

 

In Summary the proposed changes are to: 
a) Change the time in which vehicles are prohibited from entering the precinct 

section of London Road from the current hours of 11am to 4.30 pm to a new 
restriction prohibiting all vehicles between 9am and 5pm. 

b) Add a waiting restriction to the pedestrian precinct to prohibit any vehicles 
parking there for any reason between 9am and 5pm. 

c) The above restrictions in combination will also have the effect of removing any 
access for Blue Badge Holder’s vehicles between 9am and 5pm. 

d) It is also proposed to add a “No waiting, loading and unloading” restriction on a 
section of Bedford Street outside the Morrison’s entrance on both sides of the 
street, up to the existing taxi rank on London Road. 

 
 



 
Bognor Regis High Street Improvement Scheme 

44.  The Committee considered a report by the Head of Highways and Transport, 
West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought 
decision from the County Council Members of the Committee on the Bognor Regis 
High Street Improvement Scheme. 
 
45. The Chairman invited Mr Richard Wells to introduce the report and take 
questions from Members.  A number of issues were discussed including those set 
out below: 
 

• Mr Oppler stated that this had been discussed at length at the H&T Sub 
Group and Members agreed they wanted to progress with rising bollards.  It 
was understood that if they were not installed now then they would be cost 
prohibitive at a later stage.  Mr Oppler raised concern that the report did not 
take into account the Sub Groups recommendations and stated that he could 
only support recommendation 1b.  Mr Gregory Merrett stated that option 1b 
was an attempt to capture the H&T sub groups recommendations. 

• Councillor Mr English also stated support for bollards and said that drivers 
constantly ignore signage and physical bollards are needed. 

• Mr Karl Roberts informed Members that if recommendation 1b was agreed 
and works are delayed then Arun District Council would not able able to use 
the Coastal Communities grant as stated in recommendation 2. 

• Mr Goodheart asked if Members would reconsider a one way system.  It was 
confirmed that this option had been rejected and would not be reviewed. 

 
 
46. The County Council Members of the Committee resolved: 

 
1)   To defer the scheme to allow concerns identified by the H&T Sub Group 

relating to the proposed materials and enforcement mechanisms to be 
explored further. 

 
2)  Not to support the Arun District Council proposals to enhance the street 

furniture in the High Street that is consistent and complementary to the 
Street Furniture installed in London Road (details to be discussed with the 
H&T Sub Group prior to implementation). These works would be funded from 
Arun DCs Coastal Communities fund budget subject to Cabinet Members final 
approval. 

 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
47. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law, Assurance & 
Strategy (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought a decision from the 
County Council Members of the Committee on the applications received under the 
Community Initiative Funding (CIF) scheme. 
 
 
48. The County Councillors on the Committee resolved that Community Initiative 
Funding be allocated as follows:  
 



a) The following award was made: 
 
417/JWAAC, Voluntary Action Arun and Chichester, £170 granted to purchase a 
tablet to allow volunteers to search for volunteering opportunities on-line. 
 
b) The following application was declined: 
 
421/JWAAC, Ravenscourt, £2000 requested towards the costs of equipping a 
recovery café.  Rejected as Members considered this to be too expensive for 
something used only once a week. 
  
359/JWAAC – Blueprint 22, £3,000 requested to run an 8 week disability awareness 
training course for 16-25 year-olds from Bognor.  Rejected as the breakdown of 
costs suggests that the majority of the projects requirements would not normally 
be supported through CIF (as they are for staff and hall hire costs).  
 
339/JWAAC – 4Sight, £1,050 requested towards the costs of purchasing and 
installing vertical blinds in the Bradbury Centre.  Rejected due to the amount of 
reserves.   
 
 
 
Items to be raised by Town and Parish Council representatives. 
 
49. The Chairman invited questions from Town and Parish representatives on the 
Committee.  No questions were raised. 
 
 
Items for Future Meetings 
 
50. The following items were agreed for consideration at future meetings: 
 

• Representation/presentation from South East Coast Ambulance Service 
(SECAMBS) 

• A29 Realignment 
 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
51.   The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the Committee would take 
place on Wednesday 7 January 2015.  It was requested that the venue of the 
meeting be reviewed as it was felt that Pagham Village Hall (small hall) was not big 
enough for JWAAC. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 
Chairman 
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