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Standards Committee 
 
13th June 2011 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 2.15 p.m. at County Hall, 
Chichester. 
 
Present:  
 
Mr Hammett (Chairman), Mr Acraman, Mr Coleman, Mrs Elson, Mr Longmore, Mr 
Rogers and Dr Wilsdon. 
 
In attendance by invitation: Mr Whittington (Chairman of Planning Committee). 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr Britton and Mr Wilkinson. 
 
Declaration of Interests 
 
1. In accordance with the code of conduct, Dr Wilsdon declared a prejudicial 
interest in the report requesting a dispensation as one of the members subject to 
the request.  
 
2. Mr Rogers declared a personal interest in the report on Planning Committee 
site visits as a member of the Planning Committee. Mr Acraman and Dr Wilsdon 
declared personal interests as substitute members of the Committee. 
 
Minutes 
 
3. Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 15th  

November 2010 be approved as a correct record and that they be 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. With reference to minute 27, the Committee asked the Head of Legal and 
Democratic Services to meet the member who had not undertaken training on the 
code of conduct to ensure the member received appropriate training. 
 
Membership 
 
5. The Committee noted that the County Council on 11th February 2011 had 
appointed Mr David Longmore JP as an independent member of the Committee and 
on 13th May 2011 had appointed Mr Coleman as Vice-Chairman of the Committee. 
 
Complaints Annual Monitoring Report 
 
6. The Committee considered a report by the Chief Executive and Customer 
Relations Team Manager (copy appended to the signed minutes), which advised of 
the number of complaints dealt with during 2010-11 and provided analysis of these. 
The report was introduced by Dave Loveman, Customer Relations Manager. 
 
7. The Committee welcomed the increase in compliments, although 
acknowledged that this could be partially due to better recording of information. It 
noted the statutory changes in recording Adults’ Services complaints but 
emphasised the importance of ensuring that lessons are learned from quickly 
resolved complaints that may not be formally recorded. It asked that the term 



Unconfirmed minutes – subject to approval/amendment at the next 
meeting of the Committee 

‘customer’ would be replaced with ‘resident’ as this was felt to be a more 
appropriate term. 
 
8. Resolved – That the report be noted. 
 
Planning Committee Site Visits – Code of Practice 
 
9. The Committee received a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes) which set out a proposal to Council 
by Mr Acraman for an amendment to the code of practice. 
 
10. Mr Acraman explained that he considered that local members should 
automatically be able to join Planning Committee members on site visits to help the 
local member in their work to serve their communities and when addressing the 
Committee during the determination of applications. He did not consider that local 
members attending site visits really created a lobbying risk. 
 
11. At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Whittington addressed the Committee 
as Chairman of the Planning Committee. He reported that site visits were held for 
Committee members to enhance their understanding of an application and to seek 
clarification from officers. Members had to be seen to be taking a balanced view 
without prejudice and including third parties such as local members on visits 
created a risk of lobbying.  
 
12. The Committee recognised the importance of ensuring that a local member 
could be fully briefed on developments within their divisions, so that they could 
effectively comment at Planning Committee and properly represent their residents. 
The majority view was that this should be carried out separately to Planning 
Committee site visits and could usually be achieved either through approaching an 
applicant direct or with help from planning officers.  
 
13. The Committee emphasised the quasi judicial nature of the Planning 
Committee’s work and the majority view was therefore that only Planning 
Committee members should attend site visits as of right. It highlighted the need for 
members of the Committee to focus on seeking clarity at site visits and that they 
should avoid exposing themselves to lobbying from any party, to remain entirely 
neutral at that stage. This would mean that accusations of bias should be avoided 
and ensure that decision-making at the Committee was transparent.  
 
13. Resolved – That the proposed amendment to the Planning Committee code of  

practice on site visits is not supported for the reasons set out in 
minute 12 and 13. 

 
Member Requests for Dispensations 
 
14. In accordance with the declaration made in minute 1 above, Dr Wilsdon left 
the room for the duration of this item. 
 
15. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes) which advised of a request for 
dispensations for five members of the County Council who sat on the Corporate 
Parenting Panel (CPP) but were also members of the Children and Young People’s 
Services (CYPS) Select Committee. 
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16. The Head of Legal and Democratic Services advised that the CPP had 
previously been a Select Committee Task Force, but had become a Cabinet Working 
Group to raise its profile, which had created a prejudicial interest for those 
members who also scrutinised the issue at Select Committee. The Committee was 
able to grant a dispensation to allow those members to take full part in discussions 
about the CPP at Select Committee meetings. 
 
17. The Committee was supportive of granting a dispensation as nearly half of 
the County Councillors on the Select Committee were affected, including most of 
the minority party members, which would have an impact on political balance of the 
Committee when the CPP was discussed. 
 
18. Resolved – That dispensations be granted to Mrs Knight, Mr Oxlade, Mr  

Simmons, Mrs Waight and Dr Wilsdon so that they may take full part 
in discussions about the Corporate Parenting Panel at the CYPS Select 
Committee, for a period of two years or for the life of the Panel, 
whichever be shorter. 

 
Confidential Reporting Policy 
 
19. The Committee received a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes) which provided an update on 
recent cases. The Head of Legal and Democratic Services advised that the only case 
concluded since the last meeting of the Committee had been rejected with the 
agreement of the Head of Internal Audit when it had become apparent that it was a 
repeated complaint. 
 
20. Resolved – That the report be noted. 
 
Standards Committee Annual Report 
 
21. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes) which proposed wording for the 
Annual Report to the County Council. 
 
22. The Committee was supportive of the draft report, subject to the inclusion of 
wording to note that more compliments than complaints had been received during 
2010-11. 
 
23. Resolved – That the draft report be approved for submission to the County  

Council, subject to the inclusion of a sentence in paragraph 5 ‘the 
Committee is pleased to note that more compliments than complaints 
were received in 2010-11.’ 

 
Future of the Standards Regime 
 
24. The Committee received a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes) which set out possible options for 
the future should the proposed abolition of the current regime be effected via the 
Localism Bill. 
 
25. The Committee confirmed that it was in favour of retaining a Standards 
Committee with some powers of sanction and retaining independent membership, 
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to ensure that any complaints were dealt with in an effective and objective manner. 
In addition to the questions in the attachment to the committee’s report it was 
proposed that all members of the County Council be asked what they thought 
should replace the current Standards regime to inform the Committee’s eventual 
recommendations to the Governance Committee on possible future arrangements. 
 
26. Resolved –  
 

(1)  That a survey be held of all members of the County Council asking 
their views on the replacement of the current Standards regime and 
that the results of the survey be considered by the Committee at the 
meeting to be held on 7th November 2011. 

 
(2)  That the wording of the survey be agreed between the Chairman, Vice-

Chairman and Head of Legal and Democratic Services. 
 
Date of Next Meeting  
 
27. The Committee noted that its next scheduled meeting would take place on 7th 
November 2011 at 2.15 p.m. at County Hall, Chichester. 
 
The meeting ended at 3.55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 


