
Agenda Item No. 4 

 West Sussex Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 
 
17 June 2013 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 10.00 am. at County Hall, 
Chichester 
 
Present: 
 
Committee A 
Ms Cole    - Quaker 
Mr John    - Methodist 
Mr McKeever    - Baptist 
 
Committee B 
Mrs Hine    - Church of England 
Mr Simpson    - Church of England 
Mrs Smith    - Church of England 
Mrs Thompson   - Church of England 
 
Committee C 
Mrs Appleby    - Headteacher representative 
Mrs Brown    - Teacher representative 
Mrs Jagger    - Teacher representative 
Mr Walsh    -  Headteacher Representative 
 
Committee D 
Mr Brown    - Local Education Authority 
Mr Griffiths (Chairman)  - Local Education Authority 
Ms James    - Local Education Authority 
Ms Kennard    - Local Education Authority 
 
Apologies were received from Mrs Connor (Roman Catholic) and Mr Evans (Local 
Education Authority). Mr Smytherman (Local Education Authority) was absent.  
 
Chairman’s Welcome and Introductions 
 
1. The Chairman welcomed all members to the first meeting of SACRE. He 

thanked Mr James for his contribution as chairman of the previous SACRE.   
 

Members’ interests  
 
2. In accordance with the code of conduct, the following personal interests 
were declared: 

• Mrs Smith as an RE Quality Mark Assessor in relation to the RE Quality 
Mark 

• Mrs Thompson as an RE Quality Mark Assessor in relation to the RE 
Quality Mark.  

 
Minutes 
 
3.   SACRE considered and agreed an amendment to minute 124, to read:  

 
‘SACRE recognised that the Council did not have the capacity to host 
information sessions, although it agreed that local schools could be asked 
to consider hosting an event’  



4.  Resolved – that, subject to the amendment agreed in minute 2 above, the  
minutes of the meeting of the committee held on 4 March be approved as a 
correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 

 
Membership of SACRE 
 
5. The Senior Adviser – Support and Intervention and Religious Education 
informed SACRE that the nominations process was still ongoing and that an 
updated membership list would be provided at the 18 November meeting.   
 
6.  SACRE noted its membership.  
 
SACRE Terms of Reference.  
 
7. The Senior Adviser introduced a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning and the Head of Learning (copy appended to the signed minutes) 
that outlined SACREs terms of reference, including its key functions and the 
organisation of its constituent committees. 
 
8. SACRE agreed to explore options for co-opting an academy representative 
to its membership owing to the importance of ensuring that all local schools 
were aware of SACRE’s message.  
 
9. SACRE noted its terms of reference.  
 
RE Quality Mark 
 
10. Mrs Smith and Mrs Thompson provided SACRE with a verbal presentation 
on the key features of the RE Quality Mark (REQM) and asked SACRE to consider 
ways to increase awareness of the REQM to local schools.   
 
11. Mrs Smith informed SACRE that 70 schools nationally had applied for the 
REQM. Accreditation was for a three year period and cost £475. This was 
comparable to other accreditation schemes. She confirmed that no schools on 
the south coast had applied for the REQM.  
 
12. Mrs Thompson stated that the 40 page evidence form was a key benefit of 
the REQM process as it provided a useful tool for schools to consider their own 
practice and reflect on areas for improvement. She confirmed that this was 
freely available to all schools on the REQM website.  
 
13. The Senior Advisor stated that whilst SACRE could support promotion of 
the REQM, the County Council could not provide any additional administrative 
resource. He stated that a mailshot to all local-authority schools could be 
undertaken and agreed to explore whether this could also include non local-
authority schools.  
 
14. Mrs Smith agreed to confirm whether Bishop Luffa CofE Secondary School 
would host an after school learning event for other local schools. Mrs Brown 
undertook to explore whether Oathall Community College could consider hosting 
a subsequent event, if required.  
 
 
 



West Sussex Agreed Syllabus 
 
15.  The Senior Advisor introduced a report by the Syllabus Review Working 
Party Chairman (copy appended to the signed minutes) that outlined the 
progress to date of the Working Party and informed SACRE of the ongoing 
progress of the RE Council’s Teaching Framework Review.  He informed SACRE 
this was likely to have concluded during the autumn school term.  
 
16. Resolved – That SACRE: 
 

a) Postpones the Agreed Syllabus review until the publication of the RE 
Council’s Teaching Framework Review findings.  

b) Appoints Mr John (Committee A) Mrs Hine (Committee B) Mrs Brown 
(Committee C) and Mr Griffiths (Committee D) as members of the 
Syllabus Review Working Party.  

 
Determinations 
 
17. The Senior Advisor introduced a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning and Head of Learning (copy appended to the signed minutes) 
that outlined the current process to consider appeals from schools for 
determination of collective worship other than of a wholly or broadly Christian 
character.  
 
18. Resolved – That SACRE: 
 

a) Agrees the collective worship determination appeals process.  
b) Appoints Mr McKeever (Committee A) Mr Simpson (Committee B) and 

Ms Kennard (Committee D) to the application review panel.  
 
Complaints 
 
19. The Senior Advisor introduced a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning and Head of Learning (copy appended to the signed minutes) 
that outlined the complaints procedure for RE and collective worship.  
 
20. Resolved – That SACRE: 
 

a) Agrees the complaints process.  
b) Appoints Mr Griffiths (Chairman), Ms Cole (Committee A) and Ms 

James (Committee D) to the complaints review panel.   
 
Religious Education and Collective Worship in West Sussex 
 
21. The Senior Advisor provided a verbal update on features of RE teaching 
and collective worship in West Sussex schools pertinent to SACRE members. 
 
22. The Senior Advisor stated that voluntary controlled and community 
schools followed the Agreed Syllabus for RE teaching, whereas RE in voluntary 
aided schools was controlled by the governors in line with the trust of the school. 
He confirmed that aided schools could choose to adopt the Agreed Syllabus.  
 
23. The Senior Advisor stated that all schools were legally required to provide 
a daily act of collective worship and that for community schools this should be 



wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character. For most schools this 
obligation was fulfilled through daily assemblies. He confirmed that whilst most 
primary schools complied with the law, most secondary schools struggled as a 
result of logistical and facilities constraints. As a result, collective worship was 
often conducted within individual classrooms.    
 
24. The Senior Advisor informed SACRE that parents had the right to 
withdraw their children from RE and collective worship at any point and that no 
justification was required. This right did not extend to cases where RE was 
included as a contextual element of another subject. He confirmed that teaching 
staff in all schools also had the right to withdraw from teaching RE and attending 
collective worship.  
 
25. SACRE noted the update.  
 
Date of future meetings 
 
10 am, 18 November 2013 
10 am, 3 March 2014 
 
The meeting closed at 11.35 am.  
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