
Agenda Item 5 

West Sussex Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 
 
5 March 2012 – At a meeting of the Committee held at County Hall, Chichester 
 
Present: 
 
Derek James  (Chairman)  - Baptist 
Jenny Cole    - Quaker 
Farhang Tahzib   - Baha’I 
Dr Patel    - Hindu 
Rachel Moriarty   - Diocese of Chichester 
Mo Shilliday    - Diocese of Chichester 
Angela Smith   - Diocese of Chichester 
Susan Thompson   - Diocese of Chichester 
Kim Brown    - Teacher representative 
Michael Brown   - West Sussex County Council 
Peter Griffiths   - West Sussex County Council 
David Sheldon   - West Sussex County Council 
Bob Smytherman   - West Sussex County Council 
 
 
Apologies were received from Rosemary Appleby (Teacher representative), 
Mohindar Galowalia (Sikh), Lesley Wilkins (Jewish), Sheila Kerr (Teacher 
representative), Warwick Hellawell (WSCC) 
 
SACRE Chairmanship 
 
The Cabinet Member for Education and Schools informed SACRE that Mr Hellawell 
had resigned as Chairman and that Mr James had been appointed as Chairman for 
the remainder of the municipal year. On behalf of SACRE, the Cabinet Member 
thanked Mr Hellawell for his work as Chairman.  
 
Mr James chaired the meeting from this point.   
 
Members’ interests  
 
47. There were none declared. 
 
Membership of SACRE 
 
48. The chairman informed members that following this meeting Lesley Wilkins 
would no longer be attending SACRE. Derek James thanked her for all her work 
with SACRE.  
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 20 June 2011 
 
49. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7 
November 2011 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman, with following amendment 
 
- Angela Smith to be recorded as in attendance 
 

 



Progress Statement 
 
50.  Members noted the progress statement.  
 
Results in Public Examinations 
 
51.  The Senior Adviser - Support and Intervention and Religious Education 
introduced the report and informed the meeting that progress in RE in West Sussex 
was better than the national average and were also better than for other subjects.  
 
52. In response to a query as to why attainment had increased between 2010-
11, Kim Brown stated that 2011 was the second year of teaching the current 
syllabus and therefore teachers have greater familiarity with the new content. Also 
previous exam papers are now available for students to reference. 
  
53. SACRE welcomed the figures and agreed that they reinforced the positive 
trend in the numbers of pupils in West Sussex taking the course and their levels of 
achievement.   
 
Agreed Syllabus Revision 
 
54. The Senior Adviser informed SACRE that schools have indicated they are 
broadly happy with the overall syllabus and favour retaining it as it stands.  
 
55. Critical comments, where received, had focussed upon a need for more 
detailed guidance. In particular this was an issue for non-specialist teachers   
 
56. The Senior Advisor stated that in general, schools were not making use of 
the first section of the syllabus, which outlined the broad principles of religious 
education. SACRE expressed concern regarding poor uptake of this section and 
agreed that the Sub-Group should explore further the reasons for this and consider 
how best to work with schools to ensure the principles are effective and can support 
the teaching of religious education.  
 
57. The Cabinet Member for Education and Schools requested that the sub-group 
review previous syllabus statements and consider different ways that evidence and 
guidelines could be presented to increase school’s uptake.  
 
Inspection Reports for West Sussex Schools 

 
58. The Senior Advisor informed SACRE that the current OFSTED Inspection 
focus provided no direct focus upon Religious Education and Collective Worship, 
however feedback was provided on Spiritual Development.  
 
59. Church schools also have Section 48 inspections. However, as these are only 
for Church schools they are not presented to SACRE in this analysis.  
 
National Developments in Religious Education 
 
60.  The Senior Advisor introduced the paper, which outlined the formation of an 
All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) to help address concerns regarding the low 
national profile of Religious Education.  

 



61.  In response to a query regarding the lack of non-conformists amongst the 
APPG membership, the Senior Advisor informed SACRE that the group was in a very 
early stage of development and groups would continue to join.    
 
62. The APPG was comprised of MPs, and membership was open to any 
interested to join. The Religious Education Council would provide secretarial duties 
for the group and advise within that capacity.  
 
Dates of future meetings 

 
63. The next meeting of the West Sussex SACRE would be held on Monday, 5 
March 2012 at 10.00 a.m. in County Hall, Chichester. 
 
The meeting closed at 11.20am 
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