
Agenda Item No. 4 

 West Sussex Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 
 
18 November 2013 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 10.00 am. at 
County Hall, Chichester 
 
Present: 
 
Committee A 
Jenny Cole    - Quaker 
Mr John    - Methodist 
Mr McKeever    - Baptist 
Imam Nawab   - Muslim 
 
Committee B 
Mrs Black    - Church of England 
Mrs Hine    - Church of England 
Mr Simpson    - Church of England 
Mrs Smith    - Church of England 
 
Committee C 
Mrs Appleby    - Headteacher representative 
Mr Luckin    - Headteacher representative 
 
Committee D 
Mr Evans    - Local Education Authority 
Mr Griffiths (Chairman)  - Local Education Authority 
Ms James    - Local Education Authority 
Ms Kennard    - Local Education Authority 
 
Apologies were received from Mrs Connor (Roman Catholic) Mr Tahzib (Baha’i) 
Mrs Jagger (Teacher representative) Mr Walsh (Headteacher representative) and 
Mr Brown (Local Education Authority) 
 
Chairman’s Welcome and Introductions 
 
26.   The Chairman welcomed all members to the meeting.  

 
Members’ interests  
 
27. There were none declared.   
 
Membership of SACRE 
 
28.  SACRE noted its membership.  
 
Minutes 
 
29.  SACRE considered and agreed that the comments attributed to Mrs Smith 
in minute 11 and Mrs Thompson in minute 12 should be swapped.   

 
30.  Resolved – that, subject to the amendment agreed in minute 29 above, 
the  minutes of the meeting of the committee held on 17 June be approved as a 
correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 

 



Progress Statement 
 
31.   Mrs Smith informed SACRE that a twilight session regarding the RE 
Quality Mark had been hosted by Bishop Luffa on 24 October. This had been 
attended by one secondary school and four primaries.  
 
Results in Public Examinations 
 
32.  The Senior Advisor introduced a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to the signed minutes) which analysed summer 
2013 GSCE and GCE performance for RE in West Sussex.  
 
33. The Senior Advisor stated that the apparent increase in the number of 
pupils sitting GCE AS level RE (table 1) was complicated by changes in the 
reporting of AS results and should therefore be interpreted with caution.  
 
34. SACRE made a number of comments, including those that follow: 
 

• A Church of England representative stated that there were a variety of 
reasons for the pronounced gender gap in attainment at both short 
(table 4) and full course (table 5) examinations. These included the 
style of examinations and the predominance of female RE teachers. 
The transition from modular to terminal examinations from summer 
2014 was anticipated to favour boys and was therefore likely to impact 
upon the differential.  

• The Chairman expressed concern at the fall in attainment at A level in 
2012-13 and emphasised that SACRE needed to retain a focus on 
future results to see if a trend emerged.  – The Senior Advisor 
responded that data comparing expected attainment with actual 
results would be presented at SACRE’s March meeting to enable 
further analysis.  

• Noted that the difference between West Sussex/National attainment at 
GCSE full course (table 4) should be 0.3 rather than -0.3. – The Senior 
Advisor undertook to amend this for the final version of the report and 
the relevant appendix in the Annual Review.  

• SACRE requested that the Cabinet Member for Children Start of Life 
write to all students achieving an A* at GCSE RE, as per previous 
years.  

 
35. SACRE noted the report.  
 
Annual Report 2012/13 
 
36. The Senior Advisor introduced the draft Annual Report (copy appended to 
the signed minutes), which outlined SACRE’s performance over the municipal 
year 2012/13.   
 
37. SACRE agreed to establish a sub-group to explore options for enhancing 
members understanding of issues relating to RE within the classroom and 
highlighting examples of good practice around the County. It was agreed that a 
primary focus of the sub-group should be expanding opportunities for capturing 
qualitative experience and data.  – The Chairman undertook to canvas 
membership for the sub-group and agreed to circulate the group’s Terms of 
Reference following the meeting.  



38. Resolved - That subject to the amendment to table 4 of Appendix 3, as 
outlined in minute 34, SACRE approves it Annual Report 
 
A Review of Religious Education in England 
 
39. The Senior Advisor introduced a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to signed minutes) outlining the 
recommendations of the Religious Education Council’s review of Religious 
Education in England.  
 
40. SACRE made a number of comments, including those that follow: 
 

• Members agreed that the recommendations should be considered by 
the newly formed sub-group, outlined in minute 37.  

• Agreed that recommendations three and six should be considered by 
the Syllabus Review Working Group.  

 
41.  SACRE noted the report.  
 
West Sussex Agreed Syllabus  
 
42. The Senior Advisor introduced a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to signed minutes) which outlined the RE 
Council’s ‘Framework for Religious Education’.  
 
43. Resolved: - that the Framework be considered by the Syllabus Review 
Working Group.  
 
Religious Education – Realising the Potential 
 
44.  The Senior Advisor introduced a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to signed minutes) that outlined the key findings 
and recommendations for Local Authorities from OFSTED’s ‘Religious Education: 
Realising the Potential’ report.  
 
45. SACRE made a number of comments, including those that follow, it: 

• Acknowledged that current arrangements with the County Council ensured 
that sufficient resources were available for SACRE to provide high quality 
guidance (recommendation A) 

• Requested that the Senior Adviser contact locality groups to establish 
supportive relationships and disseminate key messages to local schools  
(recommendation B)  

• The Headteacher representatives undertook to distribute the Ofsted report 
and its recommendations through their networks.  

• Agreed that the report and its recommendations be further considered by 
the Syllabus Review Working Group.  

 
46. SACRE noted the report.  
 
Date of future meetings 
 
10 am, 3 March 2014 
10 am, 16 June 2014 
 



The meeting closed at 11.35 am.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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