
Planning Committee 
 
6 September 2016 - At a meeting of the Committee held at 10.30 a.m. at County 
Hall, Chichester. 
 
Present: Mrs Brunsdon (Chairman), Mr Crow, Mrs Hall, Mrs Kitchen, Mr McAra,  
Mrs Mockridge, Mr S. Oakley, Mr Patel, Mr Quinn, Mr J. Rogers and Mr R. Rogers. 
 
Apologies: Mr Barrett-Miles and Mr Wickremaratchi.  Mr Clark was absent.  
 
Substitutes: Mr Patel. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
144. Mrs Mockridge declared a personal interest in application WSCC/042/16/R 
Summerlea Community Primary School because she works closely on County 
Council capital projects with the speaker in support of the application. 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 19 July 2016 
 
145. The Committee agreed corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting 
in respect of the wording of paragraphs 93.  It was clarified that the words ‘in 
support of the application’ should replace the words ‘objecting to the application’. 
 
146. Resolved – that subject to the amendments in paragraph 93 above, the 
minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 19 July 2016 be agreed as a 
correct record. 
 
Regulation 3 Application 

WSCC/042/16/R Installation of a single storey classroom.  
Summerlea Community Primary School, Windsor 
Drive, Rustington, West Sussex BN16 3SW. 

 
147. The Committee considered a report by the Strategic Planning Manager 
(copy appended to the signed minutes).  The report was introduced by the Senior 
Planner who provided a presentation on the proposals, details of consultation and 
key issues in respect of the application.  It was clarified that the title of the School 
should read Summerlea ‘Community’ Primary School, not Summerlea ‘County’ 
Primary School as shown in the report and also the Planning Committee agenda of 
6 September 2016.  It was also noted that the contractor has begun works on site 
in advance of the planning application being approved; however this is not a 
material consideration in determining the application, which must still be 
considered on its merits. 
 
148. Graham Olway, Principal Manager, Capital Planning and Projects, West 
Sussex County Council spoke in support of the application.  There is significant 
need for increased pupil places in West Sussex and particularly in Littlehampton 
and the greater Littlehampton locality, with increasing pressure to provide access 
to local schooling.  Summerlea School has been supportive in helping to fulfil 
these needs.  The Head Teacher and governing body fully understand the need to 
minimise the impact on the local community, and an updated School Travel Plan 
will help towards this.  The proposed building is similar in size and scale to other 
modular buildings currently on site; the County Council’s long term aim is to 
secure provision to replace such buildings with permanent structures.  It is 



acknowledged that on this occasion guidance has not been properly adhered to 
and the planning process was not followed, however the additional classroom 
space was essential before the start of the autumn term.  Matters of finance and 
governance are being addressed internally to avoid a repetition and to prevent the 
County Council being placed in a difficult position in future. 
 
149. During the debate the Committee raised the points below and clarification 
was provided by the Senior Planner and County Planning Manager, where 
applicable: 
 

Retrospective aspect of the application 
Point raised – It was acknowledged that the retrospective aspect of the 
application is regrettable; however, it is not a material consideration in 
determining the planning application.  
 
School Travel Plan 
Point raised – What substantive and practical measures will arise from the 
updated School Travel Plan and will persuasive measures really have an 
impact?  Also, there are no requirements in the conditions for hard 
measures to improve use of alternative means of transport, such as an 
increase in the amount of cycle parking. 
 
Response – Condition 6, School Travel Plan, requires the school to submit 
an up to date Plan within 6 months of first occupation of the development.  
The Plan should promote alternative means of transport including public 
transport, walking, cycling and park and stride to reduce car usage.  The 
condition is enforceable and the Plan will need to be approved by Planning 
Officers.  There is existing cycle and scooter parking on site which can be 
reviewed by the school without planning permission. 
 
Increase in pupil numbers 
Point raised – It was noted that the increase in pupil numbers is 48, which 
should only have a minimal impact on traffic and highway safety. 

 
150. The recommendation, proposed by Mr Patel and seconded by Mrs Kitchen, 
was put to the Committee and approved unanimously. 
 
151. Resolved - That planning permission is granted subject to the conditions 
and informatives (as amended) set out in Appendix 1 of the report. 
 
Update on Mineral, Waste and Regulation 3 Planning Applications 
 
152. The Committee received and noted a report by the Strategic Planning, 
County Planning Manager on applications awaiting determination (copy appended 
to the signed minutes) detailing the schedule of County Matter applications and 
the schedule of applications submitted under the Town and Country Planning 
General Regulations 1992 – Regulation 3. 
 
Report of Delegated Action  
 
153. The Committee received and noted a report by the Strategic Planning, 
County Planning Manager (copy appended to the signed minutes) applications 
approved subject to conditions under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
and Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992 
since the Planning Committee meeting on 19 July 2016. 



 
Verbal Report on Development Appeal Decision and Planning Inquiry.  
Crouchland Farm, Rickman’s Lane, Kirdford, Billingshurst, West Sussex 
RH14 0LE 
 
154. The Committee received and noted a verbal report by the Solicitor, as 
follows: 
 
155. The appellant has not lodged an appeal against the Planning Inspector’s 
decision regarding the Certificate of Lawfulness for Proposed Use. 
 
156. The Planning Inquiry will take place over six days between 25 and 28 April 
2017 and 3 and 4 May 2017.  
 
157.  A meeting took place with the County Council’s barrister and external 
consultants at the end of July and preparations are now being made for the 
Inquiry.    A report will be brought to Planning Committee before the end of 2016 
advising the County Council’s current position and stance. 
 
158. Costs can only be recovered should a party be found to be unreasonable.  
The jurisdiction of the appeal is out of the County Council’s hands and now lies 
with the Planning Inspectorate; so should the County Council decide to withdraw 
or not defend certain points then there is a possibility it could be seen as acting 
unreasonably. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
159. The Committee noted that the next scheduled meeting would be held on 
Tuesday 27 September 2016 at 10.30 a.m. 
 
The meeting closed at 11.05 pm 
 
 
 
 
Chairman  
 


