
Planning Committee       Agenda Item No. 2 
 
29 May 2012 – At a meeting of the Committee held at County Hall, Chichester. 
 
Present:  
 
Mr Whittington (Chairman), Mr Blampied, Mrs Coleman, Mr Coomber, Mr Doyle, Mr R 
B Dunn, Mr Hellawell, Mrs Mills, Mrs Mockridge, Mr Quirk, Mr Rogers, and Mr Waight. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
1. There were no declarations of interest.    
 
Minutes 
 
2. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2012 be 

approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
 
Mineral Planning Application (South Downs National Park Authority) 
 
South Downs National Park Authority  
 
WSCC/011/12/SO/SDNP Extend time to construct a Hydrocarbon Site 

(Variation of Condition 2 of consent SO/3152/07) at 
Markwells Wood Exploration Site, South Holt Farm, 
Back Lane, Rowlands Castle, PO6 6EL. 

 
3. The Committee received a report from the Strategic Planning Manager (copy 
appended to the signed version of the minutes). The Strategic Planning Manager 
introduced the report and advised the Committee of the key issues relating to the 
application. 
 
4. The Committee raised those points below in the discussion that followed:  
  

• A Section 59 agreement was in place to secure the repair of damage to 
the public highway. The Committee queried how it was determined that 
lorries serving the application site had caused damage. It was confirmed 
that the applicant had repaired damage to the roads previously.  

• The Committee queried how long it would take to achieve the full 
restoration of the site following the completion of operations. It was 
confirmed that restoration would take up to 8 weeks, though this was 
dependent on the planting season. 

  
5. The officer recommendation was proposed, seconded and approved 
unanimously by the Committee. 
 
6. Resolved – That planning permission be granted on behalf of the South Downs 

National Park Authority subject to the conditions and informatives set out in 
Appendix 1 and completion of appropriate legal agreements to secure HGV 
routing and repair of any damages to the public highway. 

 
Draft West Sussex Waste Local Plan (Regulation 18 Stage) 
 



7. The Committee received a report from the Strategic Planning Manager (copy 
appended to the signed version of the minutes). The Strategic Planning Manager 
introduced the report and outlined the draft Waste Local Plan. 
 
8. The Committee raised those points below in the discussion that followed: 
 

• It was noted that some shortlisted sites were not being taken forward in 
the draft Plan and it was queried whether there would be sufficient 
capacity for waste particularly with the likely transport of waste into the 
County from other areas. It was not possible to accurately assess the 
future level of waste arisings but future projections indicated that the 
allocated sites provided sufficient capacity to make a substantial 
contribution to meeting future needs. 

• It was felt that the stages for the approval of the Waste Plan were 
complex and difficult to understand. A simplification of the process would 
help people to understand when the consultation periods commenced and 
when it was appropriate for them to submit comments on the Plan. It was 
acknowledged that the terminology employed in waste planning and the 
development stages of the Plan were confusing. A leaflet had been 
developed to assist local residents’ understanding of the process which 
had been distributed at libraries throughout West Sussex and sent 
directly to people living close to affected sites.  

• The Committee queried the process for the consideration of the Plan by 
local councils and the possibility that inconsistent versions of the Plan 
could be approved. The coordination of decision-making processes was a 
challenge but the timetable allows for minor amendments to the Plan to 
be made before final approval.       

• It was felt the Plan should contain a specific reference to the involvement 
of Local Liaison Group in providing effective oversight of waste sites in 
West Sussex. It was acknowledged that Local Liaison Groups played an 
important role locally and reference to the importance of such groups 
would be made in the supporting text of the relevant policy. 

• The Committee queried how allocated sites were chosen and what level 
of consultation with District and Borough Councils occurred. Within the 
National Planning Policy Framework local authorities were under a duty to 
cooperate and during consideration of potential sites in West Sussex 
officers from other authorities had been consulted. There was an 
intention to meet with local members of other authorities to discuss 
allocated sites to ensure that the Waste Local Plan was consistent with 
their plans. 

 
9. Resolved – That the Committee notes the draft Waste Local Plan and agrees 

that its comments are forwarded to the Deputy Leader for consideration. 
 
Report of Monitoring, Investigations, Compliance and Enforcement Work by 
the County Council in West Sussex 
 
10. The Committee received and noted a report by the County Planning Manager 
relating to compliance and enforcement work undertaken during the period 1 October 
2011 – 31 March 2012 (copy appended to the signed version of the minutes).  
 
Update on Mineral, Waste and Regulation 3 Planning Applications 
 



11. The Committee received and noted a report by the County Planning Manager on 
applications awaiting determination (copy appended to the signed version of the 
minutes). The Committee felt that the distinction between Adur District Council and 
Worthing Borough Council needed to be retained in the report as the two Councils 
remained separate entities albeit that they share an officer structure.   
 
Report of Delegated Action 
 
12. The Committee received and noted an amended report by the County Planning 
Manager, circulated at the meeting, (copy appended to the signed version of the 
minutes) advising of the uses of delegated powers to grant permission for 
development proposals under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and 
Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992 since the 
Planning Committee meeting on 17 January 2012. 
 
Non-Material Amendments to approved schemes and Conditions January 
2012 – March 2012  
 
13. The Committee received and noted a report by the County Planning Manager on 
non-material amendments to approved schemes and conditions during the period 
January 2012 to March 2012.  
 
Date of next meeting 
 
14. The next meeting of the Committee would be held on Tuesday 19 June 2012. 
 
The meeting ended at 11.50 a.m. 
 
 

Chairman 
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