
Planning Committee       Agenda Item No. 2 
 
19 June 2012 – At a meeting of the Committee held at County Hall, Chichester. 
 
Present:  
 
Mr Whittington (Chairman), Mr Blampied, Mr Coomber, Mr Doyle, Mr R B Dunn, Mrs 
Mills, Mrs Mockridge, Mr Rogers, and Mr Waight. 
 
Apologies: 
 
Mrs Coleman, Mr Hellawell and Mr Quirk. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
15. There were no declarations of interest.    
 
Minutes 
 
16. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting held on 29 May 2012 be approved 

as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
 
Notice of Motion on Fracking 
 
17. The Committee received a report from the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services, which provided details of the notice of motion presented to the County 
Council meeting, held on 18 May 2012 relating to hydraulic fracturing (fracking) (copy 
appended to the signed version of the minutes). 
 
18. Morwen Millson, as the mover of the motion, addressed the Planning 
Committee. Mrs Millson explained that the notice of motion had been proposed in 
response to the significant level of public concern relating to fracking following 
tremors in Blackpool attributable to fracking operations. Mrs Millson had been 
reassured by the recent seminar regarding the minor nature of the tremors in the 
Blackpool area and felt that this information should be publicised more widely to 
reassure local residents. 
 
19. The level of regulation in Britain, in comparison to the U.S., was reassuring and 
it was acknowledged that the risk to ground water posed by the process had been 
reduced by more stringent regulation. All planning applications were assessed with an 
evaluation of environmental impacts but it was felt that the impacts of fracking were 
not fully understood when the Balcombe Application was submitted by Cuadrilla in 
2010. This application was approved in 2010 and Mrs Millson requested confirmation 
that expert advice had been sought by officers in dealing with this application.  
 
20. The level of expertise of officers evaluating applications was questioned, 
particularly in respect of new forms of technology and impacts upon the environment. 
If there was not a sufficient level of understanding on the part of officers there needed 
to be reassurance that expert advice was sought when considering fracking 
applications. Mrs Millson asked the Committee to support the motion which stated that 
if there is not clear evidence to discount all risks to the people of West Sussex posed 
by a fracking application then the application should be declined. Mrs Millson also 
asked the Committee to consider how it gained reassurance that all potential risks 
contained in fracking applications were properly assessed before permission was 
granted. 
 



21. The Chairman thanked Mrs Millson for outlining her notice of motion and 
reminded the Committee of the importance of maintaining an open mind in respect of 
all forthcoming applications. The Chairman emphasised the purpose of the meeting 
which was to gather the thoughts of the Committee on the first section of Mrs 
Millson’s application and report its comments to the Full Council. It was not the role of 
the Committee at this meeting to agree a common approach to fracking applications 
and it was the role of the Committee to consider each application individually on its 
merits. 
 
22. The Strategic Planning Manager advised the Committee of the key factual 
issues relating to fracking. The process consisted in the first instance of a request for 
an exploration licence from the Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) 
before planning permission for exploration can be sought. An issue of concern that 
had been identified was drilling through aquifers to reach Shale reserves and it was 
the role of the Health and Safety Executive to determine if the casing on drills used 
for this purpose were sufficient to protect against the contamination of ground water.  
 
23. The Balcombe application had been through the process outlined above and the 
Committee was told that it had been re-examined by the Environment Agency (EA) 
who remained satisfied with their response to the application. It was explained that 
the EA had convened a high level fracking working group to consider and provide 
robust consultation responses on applications relating to fracking. This working group 
contained sufficient levels of expertise to understand new forms of technology and the 
implications of fracking operations upon the water environment in particular. It was 
confirmed that an assessment of the potential risks of developments posed a 
challenge to officers but the Committee could be reassured that officers would have 
access to the high level of advice provided by the EA, DECC and other specialists 
during consideration of future fracking applications, should they come forward. In 
April 2011 following the tremors in Blackpool fracking activities at Balcombe were 
suspended. A report was prepared by Cuadrilla concerning the fracking operation at 
Blackpool. DECC prepared a response to the report’s findings, and a recommended 
course of action to avoid/minimise future tremors. A public consultation on the 
recommendations ran until the end of May 2012, with a response from DECC to the 
9000 representations received currently awaited. It was confirmed that currently 
there were no applications awaiting determination that concerned potential fracking 
operations in West Sussex.  
 
24. The Committee raised those points below in the discussion that followed:  
  

• The role of the County Council should be to understand the perception of 
the public in relation to fracking and to reassure the public that action 
was being undertaken to understand the associated risks. Further, the 
public needed to be assured that such risks would be fully considered 
during fair and balanced determination of all planning applications for 
fracking operations. It was important that the County Council 
demonstrated to local residents its role as a guardian of the local 
environment and resources. 

• Information on fracking needed to be distributed as widely as possible to 
inform members and local residents of the potential risks posed and to 
detail the full application process for fracking operations. Communication 
with local residents detailing the steps being taken by the County Council 
to respond to concerns was also important. Plain language needed to be 
used in all such communications to limit the potential for alarm and to 
provide reassurance.   

• The Committee confirmed that the precautionary principle referred to in 
the notice of motion was already applied during an assessment of 



planning applications. The notice of motion was useful in respect of 
raising awareness of the issue in West Sussex and showing that the 
County Council was actively considering the subject.  

• It was noted that fracking operations had been undertaken internationally 
for 50 years. The environmental impacts of all applications considered by 
the Committee were taken into account during determination of all 
applications. Advances over this time, along with increasing oil prices 
meant fracking could make use of Shale reserves which were previously 
out of reach. This meant fracking was taking place more frequently.  

• It was felt that officers needed to continue to be proactive to develop 
expertise or ensure they had access to reliable sources of information and 
expertise. In this regard the Committee was reassured that officers were 
developing their skills effectively and were in contact with other Councils 
who are also dealing with fracking to ensure that they have access to the 
most up-to-date information.  

• The Committee agreed that it would note the notice of motion and asked 
that a summary of the points discussed be made available for County 
Council to consider at the 20 July meeting. 

  
25. The Committee proposed a recommendation to note the notice of motion and 
provide a summary of the points discussed to the next meeting of the County Council 
on 20 July. This recommendation was seconded and approved unanimously by the 
Committee. 
 
26. Resolved – That the Committee notes the notice of motion and agrees that a 

summary of the points emerging from the discussion be made available for 
the County Council at the next meeting on 20 July. 

 
Update on Mineral, Waste and Regulation 3 Planning Applications 
 
27. The Committee received and noted a report by the County Planning Manager on 
applications awaiting determination (copy appended to the signed version of the 
minutes).  
 
Report of Delegated Action 
 
28. The Committee received and noted an amended report by the County Planning 
Manager, circulated at the meeting, (copy appended to the signed version of the 
minutes) advising of the uses of delegated powers to grant permission for 
development proposals under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and 
Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992 since the 
Planning Committee meeting on 29 May 2012. 
 
Date of next meeting 
 
29. The next meeting of the Committee would be held on Tuesday 24 June 2012. 
 
The meeting ended at 11.20 a.m. 
 
 

Chairman 
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