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Planning Committee 
 
2 July 2013 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 10.30 a.m. at County Hall, 
Chichester. 
 
Present: 
 
Mrs Brundson (Chairman), Mr Clark, Mrs Duncton*, Mrs Mockridge, Mrs Mullins, Mr 
S. J. Oakley, Mr Parsons, Mr Patel*, Mr J. L. Rogers and Mr. R. Rogers. 
 
*Substitutes for Mr Crow and Mr Wickremaratchi. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr Crow, Mr de Mierre and Mr 
Wickremaratchi. Mr Barrett-Miles and Mr Buckland were absent. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
45. In accordance with the Code of Conduct, Mrs Duncton and Mr S. J. Oakley 
declared personal interests in the reports on Crooked Mead Farm as members of 
Chichester District Council and its Planning Committee. 
 
Minutes 
 
46. Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 June  

2013 be agreed as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
Mineral Planning Application (County Matter) 
 
WSCC/011/13/HO  Extension to Philpots Quarry, Hook Lane, West  

Hoathly, West Sussex RH19 4PS 
 
47. The Committee received a report from the Strategic Planning Manager (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). Chris Bartlett, Planning Officer, introduced the 
report. 
 
48. Councillor Paul Brown, West Hoathly Parish Council in opposition to the 
officer recommendation. He was not objecting to the proposal, but was concerned 
that the proposed condition 23 relating to heavy good vehicles (HGVs) did not go 
far enough to limit the potential impact of HGVs travelling through the centre of 
West Hoathly. He considered that the condition should be strengthened, including a 
traffic impact assessment. 
 
49. Jonathan Lamb, Managing Director of Sussex Sandstone Ltd, spoke in 
support of the application. The site had long been used for quarrying Wealden 
Sussex Sandstone and provided an essential source of material for the restoration 
of fine public and heritage buildings. The transportation had no negative impact on 
West Hoathly – lorries used an agreed route during sensible hours and articulated 
lorries, which were vital to the operation of the site, were only required three or 
four times a month. 
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50. A statement from Melvin Willie, a local resident and a Partner for Philpots 
Quarry, was read out in support of the application. The Quarry was long established 
and the stone was vital for restoration work on buildings of national significance. 
 
51. Peter Jones, of West Hoathly Haulage, spoke in favour of the application. His  
family business had been providing haulage for the quarry for over 60 years with 
no detrimental impact or damage to verges - the firm had been complimented 
locally. The agreed route was always used and the quarry provided valuable local 
employment, including his family business. 
 
52. A statement from Mrs Christine Field, local member, was read out. The 
application was supported subject to some control over vehicle movements and 
their timing. 
 
53. The Committee raised the points below in the discussion that followed: 
 

• The application would extend the existing quarry, safeguarding both local 
employment and the availability of Wealden Sussex sandstone. 

• The level of lorry movements was no increase on the existing level and the 
current route was the only possible route to the site 

• The existing local liaison committee provided a good level of communication 
with the Parish Council. 

 
54. The Planning Officer provided clarification to the Committee which included 
the points that follow: 
 

• The levels of lorry movements were relatively low and highways officers had 
not considered them to be sufficient to ask for a traffic assessment. The 
movement of HGVs was the main concern, there was no restriction on 
smaller lorry movements. 

• A survey had been carried out of the proposed extension area, which had 
confirmed that suitable stone was present for quarrying. 

 
55. An amendment to Condition 23 was proposed and approved by the 
Committee to add the following to the end of the sentence ‘and a log of such 
deliveries shall be maintained and made available to the Minerals Planning 
Authority upon request.’ 
 
56. The officer recommendation as amended by the amendment to Condition 23 
was proposed, seconded and approved by the Committee by majority. 
 
57. Resolved – That planning permission be granted subject to the conditions  

and informatives set out in Appendix 1 of the report and the 
amendment to Condition 23 set out in minute 55 above. 

 
Waste Planning Application (County Matter) 
 
WSCC/070/12/FB Proposed use of the site as a recycling and waste transfer 

station, including skip hire depot, soil screening, 
collection and sorting of scrap metals and returning the 
southern part of the site to wildflower meadow. Crooked 
Mead Farm, Chichester Bypass, Stockbridge, Chichester, 
West Sussex Po19 8FH 
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58. The Committee received a report from the Strategic Planning Manager (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). Chris Bartlett, Planning Officer, introduced the 
report. 
 
59. The Committee made points including those that follow: 
 

• The existing site had been used as a waste site without permission and was 
in a poor state. The site should be in agricultural use and the proposals 
would still be a departure from this, even with the mitigation proposed.  

• The views from the nearby footpath were impacted by the existing site and 
would also be impacted by the proposed screening. 

• It was acknowledged that a small area adjacent to the site had a lawful 
industrial use. 

• Although waste sites were required in the area, there was no evidence to 
support the use of a greenfield site for this. Alternative brownfield sites had 
not been ruled out by the applicant. 

• The existing access to the site from the A27 was considered by members to 
be unsafe and the Highways Agency had yet to agree a solution for its 
improvement. 

 
60. The officer recommendation was proposed, seconded and approved by the 
Committee by majority. 
 
61. Resolved – That planning permission be refused for the reasons set out in  

appendix 1 of the report. 
 
Planning Enforcement Report 
 
ENF/008/12/CH   Crooked Mead Farm, Chichester Bypass,  

Stockbridge , Chichester, West Sussex PO19 8FH 
 
62. The Committee received a report by the Strategic Planning Manager (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). The report was introduced by Jane Moseley, 
Principal Planning Officer, who advised the Committee of a proposed amendment to 
the recommendation, to read ‘That the Committee endorses the commencement of 
appropriate enforcement action.’  The amendment would make the wording more 
general, allowing the enforcement officers to decide on the most appropriate course 
of action when the site had been properly inspected. 
 
63. The officer recommendation as amended in minute 62 was proposed, 
seconded and approved by the Committee by majority. 
 
64. Resolved – That the Committee endorses the commencement of appropriate  

enforcement action. 
 
Update on Mineral, Waste and Regulation 3 Planning Applications 
 
65. The Committee received and noted a report by the County Planning Manager 
(County Development) on applications awaiting determination (copy appended to 
the signed minutes). It was reported that discussions were taking place with the 
local member on a proposed extension of time for a temporary classroom at 
Leechpool School, Horsham, to attempt to resolve objections from the school itself. 
It was also noted that the WSCC/029/13/RS application for the erection of a soil 
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recycling facility had received a number of objections so would be heard by the 
Committee in due course. 
 
Report of Delegated Action 
 
66. The Committee received and noted a report by the County Planning Manager 
(County Development) (copy appended to the signed minutes) advising of the uses 
of delegated powers to grant permission for development proposals under the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 and Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning 
General Regulations 1992 since the Planning Committee meeting on 4 June 2013. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
67. The Committee noted that its next scheduled meeting will be held on 23 July 
2013. 
 
The meeting ended at 12.17 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 


