
 
 

Planning Committee 
 
2 February 2016 - At a meeting of the Committee held at 10.30 a.m. at County 
Hall, Chichester. 
 
Present: Mrs Brunsdon (Chairman), *Mr Barrett-Miles, Mr Clark, *Mr Crow,  
Mrs Hall, Mrs Kitchen, Mr McAra, Mrs Mockridge, *Mr S. Oakley, Mr Quinn,  
Mr J. Rogers, Mr R. Rogers and Mr Wickremaratchi 
 
* Mr Barrett-Miles joined the meeting at 10.31 a.m.; Mr Crow joined the meeting 
at 10.34 a.m.; and Mr S. Oakley joined the meeting at 10.37 a.m. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
173. In accordance with the code of conduct the following declarations of interest 
were made:  

• Mrs Mockridge declared an interest as a member of the committee 
overseeing the construction of Bohunt Academy.  Mrs Mockridge would 
leave the Committee during the determination of application 
WSCC/069/15/WB. 

• Mrs Kitchen declared a personal interest as a member of Horsham 
District Council. 

 
Minutes 
 
174. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on  

3 November 2015 be agreed as a correct record and that they be signed by 
the Chairman. 

 
Regulation Application 

WSCC/069/15/WB Variation of conditions (numbers 2, 4, 9 and 11) 
for application WSCC/031/15/WB for an 
alterations of the site layout, including revision to 
the car parking arrangements to allow additional 
hard play area and school use of the Queen Street 
Car Park. Design changes also to the cycle storage, 
refuse store and the substation. Land to the south 
of Northbrook College, Broadwater Road, 
Worthing, West Sussex, BN14 8HJ. 

 
175. Mrs Mockridge left the meeting at 10.34 a.m. 
 
176. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director of Residents’ 
Services and the Strategic Planning Manager (copy appended to the signed 
minutes).  The report was introduced by the Strategic Planning Manager who 
provided a presentation on the proposals contained in the application. 
 
177. Catherine Bourner, local resident, spoke in objection to the application.  The 
lease of the Queen Street car park has yet to be agreed between West Sussex 
County Council and Worthing Borough Council.  She has not seen evidence of car 
sharing by staff.  She believes there will be queues onto Broadwater Road.  
Deliveries will also cause problems on Broadwater Road.  Local roads are already 
badly congested with three local schools in the area, and the loss of Queen Street 



 
 

carpark as a pick-up area will only add to this.  Previously, the Planning 
Committee had commented that 31 public car parking spaces was an appropriate 
number for the area.  Parents are inconsiderate and park illegally and the school 
staff are not effective in challenging this.  There have been other breaches of 
planning conditions during construction so the school may not adhere to 
conditions in this application.  No overflow parking arrangements are evident for 
school events such as parents' evenings and sports events. 
 
178. Adam Whitehead, Head Teacher of Bohunt Academy, spoke in support of 
the application.  He agreed that, as with many other schools, there is an impact 
on congestion on local roads, particularly at pick-up times.  The school’s finish 
time is 15.30, which is staggered with the two other schools in the area.  It is 
anticipated that the number of staff will reach around 100, but not all will drive 
and staff are being encouraged to use alternative means of transport.  The issues 
of parking should not grow proportionately with the school as many older pupils 
will walk to school.  It is agreed that Queen Street is not suitable as a pick-up 
area.  Parents are encouraged to consider alternative means of transport including 
a Park and Stride trial, and to park further away.  Staff do patrol the area after 
school to monitor parking. The turning circle in the front of the school can 
accommodate 30 vehicles in half an hour drop-off in the mornings only, and will 
not be used for after school pick-up.  Deliveries will not take place during drop-off 
and pick-up times.  Some parking arrangements will be available on site for 
events outside school hours.  The proposed additional outdoors space will be a 
quiet area for students.  The Committee was also asked to consider the timings 
required by Conditions 4 and 5 as the school wished to transfer to the new site in 
May, without completing the works required ‘prior to occupation’. 
 
179.  Bryan Turner, the local member for Broadwater, spoke on the application. 
Mr Turner declared an interest as Worthing Borough Council ward member and 
also as executive member for regeneration and planning which includes 
responsibility for education liaison.  It is acknowledged that pick-up times present 
a different problem from drop-off in the morning and neither Broadwater Road nor 
Queen Street are suitable places for pick-up.  Pupils should be encouraged to 
meet parents elsewhere.  Some consultation has been carried out with Worthing 
Borough Council colleagues regarding the proposal for 20 public car parking 
spaces in the Queen Street car park and the results are that this seems a fair 
compromise, particularly as the remaining 52 spaces will be available for public 
parking outside school hours. 
 
180. During the debate the Committee raised the points below and clarification 
was provided by the Strategic Planning Manager: 

Queen Street car park barrier 
Point raised - whether the barrier to be installed in the Queen Street car 
park to delineate the 20 public car parking spaces and would be raised 
outside school hours to allow public use of the additional 52 spaces. 
Response - This is the case.  
Preventing misuse of public car parking spaces 
Point raised - whether public parking will be time-limited in order to prevent 
misuse of the public parking spaces. 
Response - Imposing parking restrictions is a matter for the Traffic 
Regulation Order process and prioritisation from the County Local 
Committee. 

 



 
 

181. The following additional points of clarification were provided by the 
Strategic Planning Manager and Senior Solicitor: 

- Details of the agreement of the lease of Queen Street Car Park are not 
pertinent to the decision to be made by the Planning Committee. 

- Following parking surveys conducted during December 2015 the 
Highways Authority is satisfied that there is sufficient car parking 
available in surrounding streets.  

- The front entrance to the school on Broadwater Road will only be open in 
the mornings for drop-off.  Use for the afternoon pick-up is restricted by 
condition.  

- For Conditions 4 and 5 to be varied a new application would need to be 
made to enable the matters this would raise to be considered. 

- The planning system cannot enforce measures set out in the School 
Travel Plan (i.e. it cannot enforce pupil travel choices) but would 
encourage the applicant to continue to work towards increased non-car 
travel to school. 

 
182. The substantive recommendation, proposed by Mr Wickremaratchi and 
seconded by Mr Quinn, was put to the Committee and approved unanimously. 
 
183. Resolved – that planning permission be granted subject to the conditions 
and informatives set out in Appendix 1 of the report. 
 
County Matter Waste Application 
 
WSCC/077/15/NH Removal of Condition 28 (Vehicular Operations and 

Controls) from Planning Permission 
WSCC/021/15/NH. Former Wealden Brickworks 
(Site HB), Langhurstwood Road, Horsham, West 
Sussex, RH12 4QD. 

 
184. Mrs Mockridge re-joined the meeting at 11.10 a.m. 
 
185. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director of Residents’ 
Services and the Strategic Planning Manager (copy appended to the signed 
minutes).  The report was introduced by the Strategic Planning Manager who 
provided a presentation on the proposals contained in the application. 
 
186. Brian Johnson, local resident and member of Langhurstwood Road 
Residents Group, spoke in objection to application.  The lifestyle and enjoyment of 
residents in Langhurstwood Road is adversely impacted upon by the development 
and they feel that the assessment stating that ‘the impact on local amenity and 
environment is not considered significant’ is incorrect.  The two year relaxation of 
Condition 28 is a fudge; the policy of the applicant appears to be to take action to 
change the parts of their planning permission which does not suit them.  The 
applicant has a history of non-compliance with other conditions.  The relaxation of 
Condition 28 would allow the applicant to enter into other similar arrangements to 
that with Horsham District Council.  The applicant entered into the contract with 
Horsham District Council knowing this would immediately place them in breach of 
Condition 28.  The contract is not relevant to the applicant’s waste management 
business.  The arrangement with Horsham District Council does increase daily 
vehicular movements.  
 



 
 

187. A statement was read out on behalf of Mr Peter Catchpole, local member for 
Holbrook.  The applicant has directly failed to conform to Condition 28 and 
entered into a contract with Horsham District Council until 2020 knowing that it 
was in direct contradiction with the planning consent.  The current application has 
only come about because the applicant got caught out and is therefore 
retrospective.  The policy of the applicant appears to be to progressively take 
action to change or ignore parts of their planning permission that do not suit 
them.  There are many other outstanding non-compliance issues, and there was 
also a year’s delay in the applicant setting up a Community Liaison Group under 
Condition 30.  The proposed variation would allow the applicant to enter into other 
similar agreements and, by being non-specific, could make the situation worse.  
There is a need for greater vigilance in enforcing the planning conditions.  The 
company is gaining financially from breaching Condition 28.  Allowing the variation 
would set a precedent.  Any increase in vehicle movements will have a direct 
impact on residents. 
 
188. During the debate the Committee raised the following points and 
clarification was provided by the Strategic Planning Manager and Senior Solicitor: 

Contract between Britanniacrest Recyling Ltd and Horsham District 
Council 
Point raised - The applicant has entered into a contract with Horsham 
District Council in the full knowledge that this will place the applicant in 
breach of Condition 28; therefore, concerns were raised about trust in the 
applicant to comply with planning conditions. 
Response - This is not relevant to the decision of the Planning Committee 
and the planning enforcement regime should be used to deal with any 
breach of planning control.  Of the number of breaches of planning 
conditions, this is the most significant and this application is the preferred 
method of resolution. 
Non-compliance with other Conditions 
Point raised - There are ongoing issues of non-compliance with other 
conditions. 
Response - The timescales for enforcement of the breaches of other 
planning conditions will follow pending the outcome of this application. 
Lack of weighbridge at applicant’s site 
Point raised - The lack of a weighbridge was questioned.  Because no 
weighbridge is place this raises questions about how tonnage can be 
monitored.  A query was raised as to whether a date at the end of the 
variation period can be set for the installation of a weighbridge. 
Response – A weighbridge is not required to monitor waste throughput. 
This can be calculated by using the known capacities of HGVs, an approach 
accepted by the Environment Agency.  For this reason a weighbridge was 
not required prior to commencement of operations on site.  However, 
consideration can be given to including a timescale within Condition 16. 
Returns to the Environment Agency show that the waste transfer facility is 
currently operating at less than 10% capacity.   
Methods for recording vehicle movements 
Point raised - During the site visit there was no evidence of the applicant 
having any methods in place for recording vehicle movements to and from 
the site. 



 
 

Response – Returns to the Environment Agency evidence throughput at the 
site.  
There will be no permitted increase in the number of HGV movements as 
per Condition 21; this condition has been updated to incorporate all the 
Horsham District Council HGV movements as well as those applicant’s own 
HGVs. 
Proposals to amend Condition 27 
Point raised - Whether Condition 27 can specify only Britanniacrest 
Recycling Ltd and Horsham District Council vehicles? 
Response – It would not be a sound planning reason to restrict the vehicles 
to one operator.  If the number of HGVs accessing the site is considered 
acceptable, the operator of those vehicles is not relevant. 
Point raised - Whether Condition 27 could be limited to only certain types of 
vehicles? 
Response - Consideration can be given by Members to specifying types of 
vehicles in Condition 27. 
Suitability of the road leading to the site 
Point raised - Concern was raised about the suitability of the road leading to 
the site. 
Response – The access road is outside the red line of the planning 
application and therefore the condition of the road leading to the site is not 
a matter for the Planning Committee. 
Status of Horsham District Council vehicles 
Point raised - A question was asked about the content of the Horsham 
District Council vehicles. 
Response - The Horsham District Council vehicles are handling primarily 
residential waste and many will be delivering the waste to the adjacent Biffa 
sites.  If the vehicles were depositing waste at the site they would not be in 
breach of the permission. 
Ability of the applicant to fulfil obligations under policy W2 of the 
Waste Local Plan 
Point raised - Concern was raised that the contract with Horsham District 
Council prevents or prejudices the full use of the waste management site, 
because it is not possible to predict how the waste management business 
may grow in the next two years. 
Response - It is not possible to anticipate the growth or otherwise of the 
waste transfer operation in the next two years, but the applicant’s waste 
transfer facility is operating well below capacity at this time and the 
temporary variation of Condition 28 will allow for review as the applicant 
builds the waste transfer business.  It is not anticipated that a two year 
variation should interfere with the long term achievement of the 
management of 230,000 tonnages of waste and will not prejudice policy W2 
of the Waste Local Plan. 

 
189. Mr Oakley proposed that Condition 27 be re-worded as follows.  This 
proposal was seconded by Mr Clark and was put to the Committee and approved 
by a majority: 
 

Vehicular Operations and Controls 



 
 

27 From the grant of planning permission for a period of two years only, 
the site can be used as the operating base or storage area only for waste 
collection vehicles and their containers not required for the operations 
approved under this permission. After that date, this use shall be 
discontinued.  
 
Reason: To accord with paragraphs 109, 120 and 123 of the NPPF (2012) in 
the interests of road safety and of the amenities of the locality. 

 
190. Mr Oakley proposed that authority be delegated to the Strategic Planning 
Manager to revise the wording of Condition 16 to incorporate a timescale in which 
a weighbridge will be installed and its approved position, as well as parking 
arrangements.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Clark and was put to the 
Committee and approved by a majority. 
 
191. The substantive recommendation, proposed by Mr Crow and seconded by 
Mr Oakley, was put to the Committee and approved by a majority. 
 
192. Resolved – that planning permission be granted subject to amended 
conditions 27 and 16 and informatives set out in Appendix 1 of the report, as 
agreed by the Committee. 
 
Update on Mineral, Waste and Regulation 3 Planning Applications 
 
193. The Committee received and noted a report by the Executive Director of 
Residents’ Services and Strategic Planning Manager on applications awaiting 
determination (copy appended to the signed minutes) detailing the schedule of 
County Matter applications and the schedule of applications submitted under the 
Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992 – Regulation 3. 
 
Report of Delegated Action  
 
194. The Committee received and noted a report by the Executive Director of 
Residents’ Services and Strategic Planning Manager (copy appended to the signed 
minutes) applications approved subject to conditions under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 and Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General 
Regulations 1992 since the Planning Committee meeting on 3 November 2015. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
195. The Committee noted that the next scheduled meeting would be held on  
Tuesday 1 March 2016 at 10.30.  
 
The meeting closed at 12.28 p.m. 
 
 
 
Chairman  


