
Agenda Item No. 2 
 

Environmental & Community Services Select Committee 
 
11 July 2014 – At a meeting of the Select Committee held at 10.30 am at County 
Hall, Chichester. 
 
Present:  

Mr Barrett-Miles Mr G Jones Mr Tyler (Chairman) 
Mrs Brunsdon Mrs Phillips Mr Whittington 
Mr Circus Mr R Oakley  
Dr Dennis Mr S Oakley  
   

In attendance by invitation:  
• Mrs Field (Cabinet Member for Community Wellbeing (and Deputy Leader)) 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
• Mr M Jones 
• Mr J Rogers (Vice Chairman) 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 11 June 2014 
 
61. Mr Tyler reported the following update from Duncan Barratt, Community & 
Economic Development Manager: - 
 
• The Local Economic Partnership (LEP) funding allocation has been announced 

and funds are allocated to support the improvement of the A29 north of Bognor. 
Discussions between the LEP, Arun District Council and the County Council will 
continue to support the local consultation that will now follow 

 
62. Mr Whittington expressed disappointment that he had not been copied in to 
the update personally. 
 
63. Resolved – That the minutes of the Environmental & Community Services 
Select Committee meeting held on 11 June 2014 be approved as a correct record 
and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
 
Responses by Cabinet Members to recommendations made by the 
Committee at the 11 June meeting of the Committee 
 
64. Resolved – That the Committee notes responses by the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Transport to the recommendations made by the Committee at its 11 
June meeting regarding the Street Lighting Private Finance Initiative Performance 
and Reviewing & Revising the West Sussex County Council Road Safety Strategy, 
and by the Leader to the recommendations made by the Committee at its 11 June 
meeting regarding the Review of Kickstart Programme Progress. 
 
Annual Crime & Disorder Meeting 
 
65. The Committee considered reports by the the Lead for Stronger Communities 
and Head of Community Development (copies appended to the signed minutes). 
The item was heard in two parts – Business Crime followed by Rural Crime – with  
PowerPoint presentations (copies appended to the signed minutes) by the following 
witnesses: - 
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Business Crime 
 
66. Claire Hart, Business Crime Reduction Co-ordinator Sussex Police, spoke 
about businesses as victims of crime and disorder: - 
 
• Business crime was a new national priority 
• Low reporting meant the Police received little resources to tackle the problem 
• Two collaborative meetings would take place to improve partnership working to 

share information and intelligence, especially in tracking mobile offenders 
• More funding was required for Business Crime Reduction Partnerships (BCRPs) 
 
67.  Karen Methven, Crawley & Gatwick Business Watch, spoke about BCRPs 
 
• There was a secure website that people could use to report problems by smart 

phone which would help identify persistent offenders 
• Businesses of all sizes were involved in BCRPs and could raise issues/concerns 
• Many individuals were aware of Pub Watch and the consequences of being 

identified as an offender under the scheme 
 
68. James Mortlock, Repeat Demand Co-ordinator Arun/Chichester District, 
Sussex Police, spoke about implementing a BCRP 
 
• A steering group had been set-up to assess the feasibility of a BCRP in Arun, 

and a business plan had been drafted 
• The BCRP needed to build on Pub Watch and Shop Watch schemes 
 
69.  Ann Swain, Home Affairs Policy Unit, Federation of Small Businesses (FSB), 
spoke about partnerships: - 
 
• A survey of 200,000 members of the FSB  showed that 80% of retailers had 

experienced crime in the last twelve months, 40% had not reported crimes as 
they did not expect any action to be taken 

• The FSB was working with Victim Support  
• The financial restrictions of small businesses needed to be understood 
• It was hoped that ‘Restorative Justice’ would stop re-offending and wouldn’t 

harm offenders’ job prospects in the same way as a criminal record would 
 
70.  Chris Downtown, Principal Trading Standards Officer, West Sussex Trading 
Standards, gave the Trading Standards perspective: - 
 
• Trading Standards dealt with both victims and perpetrators of business crime 
• Scams were a significant issue for businesses 
• Business fraud included misleading advertising, non-existent products and was 

not well reported 
• Website cloning was hard to stop and resulted in reputational damage to 

businesses and financial loss to customers 
• Trademark and copyright infringements affected owners and retailers 
• Companies falsely claiming to be members of trade organisations took trade 

from genuine members 
• Other areas included rogue car park companies at Gatwick Airport, false 

tourism ratings and incorrect food labelling 
• More work was needed with partners to raise awareness of the problems  
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71. Summary of responses to Members’ questions and comments: - 
 
• It had been difficult to get the 43 police chief constables to agree the definition 

of business crime, and only a third of forces could currently report it correctly 
due to IT compatibility problems 

• BCRPs were paid for by the business community (retail and manufacture), their 
main area of focus 

• Members could play an advisory role only in BCRPs, as they are led by the 
participating businesses. 

• Some large companies did not join BCRPs, saying they did not have any budget 
allocated for this 

• Without adequate support from businesses, BCRPs were ineffective or could not 
exist at all 

• Shop Watch and Pub Watch were well supported, both in and out of towns 
• Low reporting could be tackled by raising awareness through the internet and 

newsletters – anonymous reporting was possible via Crimestoppers 
• Some large shops used in-house security to deal with thefts themselves  
• If all incidents were reported, this would likely show that a small number of 

people were responsible for a large number of offences 
• Cautions and undertakings instead of prosecutions were effective on a one to 

one basis, but were not a wider deterrent 
• Cyber crime was becoming increasingly challenging, but Sussex Police had a 

dedicated lead in this area and a well resourced serious/organised crime team 
that worked with partners to combat this – the issue was also in the Police 
Commissioner’s plan, and was looked at on a national basis as many 
perpetrators were based overseas and specialist staff were required 
 

• ACTIONS: Emily King, Better Communities Team Manager, to investigate  
 the existence/extent of industrial espionage in West Sussex 
 whether the County Council had been targeted by business crime 
 what was happening about developing a West Sussex strategy to combat 

cyber crime 
 
72. Resolved – That the Committee: - 
 

i. Supports the work being done by the Safer West Sussex Partnership 
ii. Recommends that where there is no Business Crime Reduction Partnership, 

local Members should talk to businesses to encourage them to come together 
to initiate one 

iii. Recognises the importance of reporting incidents through identified reporting 
channels 

 
 Rural Crime 
 
73. Chief Inspector Howard Hodges, Horsham District Commander, Sussex 
Police, told the Committee: - 
 
• It was hard to define rural crime, but the most prevalent crimes were thefts of 

vehicles, fuel and metal 
• Landowners/farmers were concerned with acts of anti-social behaviour such as 

motorbikes being driven across fields – the Police were discussing problems 
with the National Farmers Union (NFU), landowners and the South Downs 
National Park Authority 
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• The Police needed to work with partners, including the voluntary sector, to 
tackle rural crime 

• A rural crime strategy would be produced 
• It was not fully understood how organised crime worked in rural areas 
• New technology was being used to help reporting, and the number of special 

constables in rural areas was increasing 
 
74.  Pam Bushby, Communities Interventions Manager, Community Safety, 
Chichester District Council, told the Committee about the work of her team: - 
 
• Partnership working took place with the Police and Trading Standards to 

respond to trends and seasonal crime 
• Deterring vehicle crime at beauty spots was an aim, but some landowners were 

reluctant to agree to signs being put up or foliage cut-back 
• Mobile CCTV units and cross-border cooperation were used to combat metal 

theft 
 
75.  Carolyn Randall, Area Manager, Sussex Crimestoppers, spoke to the 
Committee about Crimestoppers: - 
 
• In 2013/14, Crimestoppers passed on 2,356 pieces of information to the Police 
• All calls to Crimestoppers were anonymous, or sanitized to protect callers’ 

identity 
• Online reporting was possible and more accurate 
• Crimestoppers, in partnership with Sussex Police, NFU and English Heritage 

launched a Rural Crime campaign last year - a DVD has been produced to 
encourage young people to pass on information about rural crime anonymously 
via Crimestoppers 

• Mrs Field suggested the video be sent to parish councils for further promotion 
 
76. Chief Inspector Martin Sims, Sussex Police, Neighbourhood Policing Branch, told 
the Committee that: - 
 
• Hare Coursing was run by organised betting gangs and damaged crops and 

fences 
• Damage was done to ancient monuments by night time treasure hunters 
• There was good partnership working with the NFU over livestock attacks and 

convictions were rising 
• The Farm Watch scheme has around 3,500 members 
• Poaching of fish and deer was organised across borders 
• More reporting was needed to get the full picture of rural crime 
• The first prosecutions for bats nest destruction took place last year 
 
77. Summary of responses to Members’ questions and comments: - 
 
• Local authority licensing teams built relationships with scrap metal dealers to 

stop them taking stolen metal – new legislation was having a positive impact 
• The Police were more likely to catch those that had stolen red diesel when 

working with Revenue and Customs 
• The Proceeds of Crime Act was proving effective 
• A video initiated by Crimestoppers would be shown as part of a police 

communications strategy 
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78. Resolved – That the Committee 
 

i. Supports the Safer West Sussex Partnership in raising awareness of rural 
crime and in increasing reporting of rural crime using identified channels 

ii. Encourages members to promote the rural crime video to parish councils 
 
Forward Plan of Key Decisions 
 
79. The Committee considered extracts from the Forward Plans for July to 
October and August to November: -  
 
80. Resolved – That the Committee notes the Forward Plans. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
81. The next meeting of the Environmental & Community Services Select 
Committee will be on 18 September 2014 at 10.30 at County Hall, Chichester. 

 
 
The meeting ended at 12.57 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman. 
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