
Agenda Item 3 
Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee 
 

 
Tuesday 18 September 2012, – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7 pm at The 
John De Bohun Room, Rustington. 
 
Present: 
 
West Sussex 
County Council  
 

Dr Walsh, Mr Tyler (Vice Chairman), Mrs Urquhart and 
Mr Peters. 

Arun District 
Council 
 

Councillor Mr Bower,  Councillor Mrs Emberson, 
Councillor Mr Bicknell, Councillor Mr Chapman, Councillor 
Mr Steward, Councillor Mr R Elkins 
 

Town / Parish 
Council 
representatives 

Councillor Mr Mountain (Angmering), Councillor Mrs 
Robertson (Ferring), Councillor Mrs Walker (Kingston) 
(Chairman), Councillor Mrs Neno (Littlehampton)  
and Councillor Mr A Cooper (Rustington) 
 

 
In attendance: 

West Sussex County Council: Monique Smart (Democratic Services Officer), Sue 
Furlong (Principal Community Safety Officer),  

Arun District Council: Paul Warters (Assistant Director Customer Services) 

 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
35. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
36. Apologies for absence had been received from Mr Evans, Councillor Mrs 
Hazlehurst, Councillor Mrs Bowyer and Councillor Mr Joop. 
 
Declarations of interest 
 
37. Councillor Mr Elkins declared an interest in matters relating to the A259 as he 
lives on the A259. 
 
Minutes 
 
38. Resolved – that the minutes of the Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee, held on 
12 June 2012 be confirmed as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 

Urgent Matters 

39. The Chairman informed the Committee that the County Councillors have agreed 
to consider a further two Community Initiative Funding applications.  These will be 
considered alongside the other applications at agenda item 9. 

 



 
Progress Statement 
 
40. The Committee had before it a progress statement on matters arising from the 
previous meeting (copy appended to the signed minutes).  Comment/queries were as 
follows: 

 
• Roadside Vehicle Sales.  The pilot was now up and running and so far 12 

vehicles had received notices across Arun and 2 vehicles had been 
removed. 

• Paul Warters confirmed that the LAA Reward Grant money was still 
available and he would take this forward for a future meeting. 

• Concern was raised that there was no deceleration lane into Ferring 
Nurseries from the A259.  It was agreed that this needed to be referred 
to the H&T Sub group as a matter of urgency. 

• Councillor Mr Bower stated that JEAAC should submit any concerns to 
Arun District Council for a planning appeal for greenings field next to 
Ferring Nurseries.  It was agreed this would be delegated to the H&T Sub 
group to action if needed. 

 
‘Talk with Us’ – Public Questions 
 
41. The Chairman opened the meeting to questions from members of the public. In 
the discussion that followed, a number of points were raised, which included those set 
out below (responses in italics): 
 

• Derek Hulmes referred to the 2000 dwellings approved for south of the A259 
at Lyminster.  He asked how this could happen when the infrastructure plan 
and funding was not finalised. Dr Walsh replied stating that during all 
discussions about the proposed development there has been a strong 
emphasis given to the need for infrastructure at the earliest possible stage.  
It was acknowledged that the funding was short for a 900 metre stretch of 
road and negotiations were on going to fill this gap. 

• A local resident, Brian Grant, asked about improvements to the bridge over 
the railway at Rustington near Sainsburys.  Dr Walsh confirmed that the 
Highways and Transport Sub group had requested costings for various 
options to improve the bridge for pedestrians and cyclists.  Members are 
aware of the problems and will seek to find a cost effective deliverable 
solution. 

 
 
Community Police Issues 
 
42. The Chairman welcomed Inspector Nick Bowman, who provided an update on 
crime statistics and current issues and in the JEAAC area.  A number of issues were 
discussed including those set out below: 
 

• 11% reduction in crime compared to this period last year. 
• Operation Accent was working with vulnerable Eastern European communities 

but also tacking known criminals from that community. 
• PCSO Hannah Pearson was back working in Rustington.  Members welcomed 

this. 
• Some concern was raised about the increase in violence against the person.  

Inspector Bowman explained that operation wave during the summer months 



had been successful and often an increase means that more crime is 
reported/discovered.  Dr Walsh reported that a recent study in Littlehampton 
concluded that 80% of people feel safe. 
 

Highways and Transport Sub Group 
 
43. The Chairman referred the Committee to the notes of the last meeting of the 
Highways and Transport Sub Group (copy appended to the signed minutes), and asked 
Dr Walsh, Chairman of the Highways and Transport (H&T) Sub Group, to run through 
any issues.  The Committee discussed a number of issues, which included those set out 
below: 
 

• Dr Walsh referred to a recent letter from Mr Grimes about the bridge over the 
railway at Rustington.  He referred back to the ‘talk with us’ question about the 
same bridge and confirmed that the sub group had asked for options to be 
costed for consideration. 

• Councillor Mr Bower reminded Members that Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) will replace Section 106 from April 2014 and urged all tiers to work 
together in a virtual unitary to set out a schedule of items for which CIL will be 
charged.  Dr Walsh welcomed this and stated that the County Council 
Infrastructure Plan (IP) priorities would come forward to the next H&T sub group 
and then to JEAAC.  County Councillors urged Parish and Town Councils to 
inform them of any items for the list.  Councillor Ricky Bower requested that Karl 
Roberts, Assistant Director of Planning, to attend the meeting when IP priorities 
were discussed and update members on CIL. 

• Councillor Robertson stated that Ferring Parish Council still object to the 
hatching being removed from the A259 at Ferring.  Dr Walsh did remind the 
Committee that the removal of the hatching had been agreed by JEAAC some 18 
months ago.  However he said further discussions could take place once the 
study of the A259 had been completed.  The study would be discussed at the 
next H&T sun group and it was agreed that Councillor Mr Bower would be invited 
to that meeting. 

 
 
Community Initiative Funding  
 
44. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought decisions from the 
County Council Members of the Committee on the applications received under the CIF 
scheme.   
 
45. Resolved that the following applications were approved.  
 

• 1890/JEAAC, Arun and Chichester Citizens Advice Bureau, £2,000, towards 
sessional trainer costs to recruit more volunteer advisors.  

• 1922/JEAAC, Highdown Saints FC, £3,500, for the purchase of a marquee, 
power generator and other itemised equipment.  

• 1924/JEAAC, Seedlings Toddler Group, £500, towards the purchase of itemised 
toys, resources and publicity costs.  

• 1932/JEAAC, I Love Littlehampton, £370 towards flyers, venue costs, drinks 
and snacks for drop in arts and craft sessions for families  

• 1933/JEAAC, Littlehampton Café Bus Project, £750 for equipment including a 
folding ramp, garden chairs and weatherproof covers. 



 
 
 
 
Appointment of School Governors 
 
46.  The Committee considered a report by Director of Operations Learning (copy 
appended to the signed minutes), which set out proposed nominations to school 
governing bodies and the criteria for their appointment and sought decisions from the 
County Council Members of the Committee on the applications received. 
 
47. Resolved that the following be reappointed as School Governors: 
 

• Mrs M A Gibson to Georgian Gardens Primary School for a 4 year term 
• Mr I J Buckland to Cornfield School for a 4 year term 
• Mr J Ceiriog-Hughes to Rustington Primary School for a 4 year term 

 
 
Items to be raised by Town and Parish Council representatives 
 
48. Councillor Mrs Robertson asked if cycling signs could be checked and replaced if 
necessary.  She said that Ferring Parish Council have had a number of complaints 
recently.  Sue Furlong explained that some are the responsibility of West Sussex 
County Council and some Arun District Council but she would look into it further.  Dr 
Walsh said this was a matter for Arun to consider as part of the Local Plan.  Paul 
Warters agreed to take this back to Arun District for a response for Ferring Parish 
Council. 
 
Items for future meetings. 
 
49. The following items were agreed: 
 

• WSCC Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) priorities 2013/14 – December 2012 
• WSCC Infrastructure Planning Priorities – December 2012 
• Empty Homes presentation 
• CIL/Section 106 presentation from Karl Roberts 
• Flooding 
 

Date of next meeting 
 
50. The Chairman reminded members that the next meeting of the Committee would 
be held on 18 December 2012 at Millennium Chamber, Littlehampton.  Members 
wishing to place an item on the agenda should notify Monique Smart via e-mail: 
Monique.smart@westsussex.gov.uk or on (01243) 752730. 
 
51. Agreed dates for 2012/13 are as follows:  

 
12th March 2013 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm. 
 
Chairman 
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