
Agenda Item 3 
Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee          

 
8 October 2013, – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7 pm at The Millenium 
Chamber, Littlehampton 
 
Present: 
 
West Sussex 
County Council  
 

Mr Tyler (Chairman), Mr Buckland, Mrs Urquhart, Mr 
Peters 

Arun District 
Council 
 

Councillor Mr Bicknell, Councillor Mr Bower, Councillor Mr 
Elkins (Vice Chairman), Councillor Mr Steward and 
Councillor Mr Gammon. 
 

Town / Parish 
Council 
representatives 

Councillor Mr Mountain (Angmering), Councillor Mr Duijf  
(East Preston) Councillor Mrs Robertson (Ferring), 
Councillor Mrs Walker (Kingston),  Councillor Mrs Neno 
(Littlehampton) and Councillor Mr A Cooper (Rustington). 

 
In attendance: 

West Sussex County Council: Monique Smart (Democratic Services Officer) and Sue 
Furlong (Principal Community Officer) 

Arun District Council: Paul Warters (Assistant Director Customer Services) 

Chairman’s Welcome 
 
35. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting including new Member, 
Councillor Mr Gammon. 
 
36.     Apologies had been received from Dr Walsh, Mr Evans and Councillor Mrs 
Emberson. 
 
Declarations of interest 
 
37. Mr Buckland declared an interest as a Member of Littlehampton Town Council. 
 
Minutes 
 
38. Councillor Mr Bower stated that minute 23 bullet point 2 should read Fairlands in 
East Preston not Ferring.  Mr Bower also asked for a response to his request that the 
Community Issues List be renamed so as not to be confused with the Community 
Infrastructure Levy.  The Principle Community Officer responded stating that the 
County Council have agreed not to abbreviate the Community Issues List so this should 
avoid any confusion. 
 
39. Resolved that with the above amendment, the minutes of the Joint Eastern 
Arun Area Committee, held on 2 July 2013 be confirmed as a correct record and that 
they be signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
 



Progress Statement 
 
40. The Progress Statement was noted. 
 
 
‘Talk with Us’ – Public Questions 
 
41. The Chairman opened the meeting to questions from members of the public.  A 
number of issues were raised, which included those set out below (responses in 
italics): 
 

• Mr Hulme asked a question in relation to infrastructure items and Traffic 
Regulation Orders associated with large scale development planning permission.  
He stated that the public might assume that schemes approved as part of 
planning permission would be delivered simultaneously but he believes this is 
not the case.  He asked if West Sussex County Council could confirm the 
mechanics of the system once section 106 agreements have been agreed. The 
Principle Community Officer agreed to look into this and provide a written 
response to Mr Hulme. 

• A local resident from Ferring asked if West Sussex County Council and Arun 
District Council support Neighbourhood Plans.  Members from both Arun District 
Council and West Sussex County Council stated that in general both Councils do 
support Neighbourhood Plan.  It was emphasised that each Neighbourhood Plan 
does need to go through an approval process via the District Council.   

• A local resident from Clun Road in Wick asked why he does not see his local 
PCSO regularly.  Inspector Bowman responded stating that teams are based in 
geographical areas and he assured the local resident that they do attend those 
local areas. 
 

Community Police Issues 
 
42. The Chairman welcomed Inspector Nick Bowman, who provided an update on 
crime statistics and current issues in the JEAAC area.  A number of issues were 
discussed including those set out below: 
 

• Staffing update - Chief Inspector Jane Derrick has moved on and Pip Taylor is 
now the Chief Inspector for Arun.  Two new PSCO’s are in training.  Sergeant 
Ian Cheesman is the new Sergeant for the rural area.  The Vacancy in 
Ham/Wick area will be filled soon. 

• Crime Statistics – The crime rate for the whole of Arun is down 10% on the 
same period last year. Some areas of concern with rises of reported ‘other 
theft/handing’ crime.  This includes such things as mobile phones and push 
bikes.  Operation Angler is addressing these issues in some areas.  One 
Member raised concern about the rise in burglary in some villages. 

• A Member asked for confirmation that Police Forum meetings would continue.  
Inspector Bowman said the details for each area could be found on the 
Sussex Police website. 

• A Member asked if the Police could provide regular control or observation of 
the roundabout near the new Morrisons.  Inspector Bowman replied saying 
that the police do not have the resources to observe this but would respond if 
any incident occurred. 

• Questions were asked in relation to street drinking in Littlehampton High 
Street and Caffyns Field.  Inspector Bowman confirmed that it is not an 
offence to drink in the street but if a controlled drinking zone then the Police 



can ask them to stop and if refused can seize the alcohol.  He confirmed that 
the local Sergeant is aware of this problem and measures are in place to 
address it. 

 
Highways and Transport Sub Group 
 
43. The Chairman referred the Committee to the notes of the last meeting of the 
Highways and Transport Sub Group (copy appended to the signed minutes), and asked 
Dr Walsh, Chairman of the Highways and Transport (H&T) Sub Group, to run through 
any issues.  The Committee discussed a number of issues, which included those set out 
below: 
 

• Members requested a further update about the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) 
for Fitzalan Road, Littlehampton.  The Principle Community Officer referred 
Members to page 15 of the agenda that provided an update.  She also confirmed 
that the wider issue of on street parking restrictions in this area had been added 
to the Communities Issues List.   

• Councillor Elkins asked when the ‘quick wins’ for the A259 Angmering, East 
Preston Roundabout would come forward for Members to consider.  The principle 
Community officer confirmed this would be on the agenda for the next H&T Sub 
Group.   

 
Infrastructure Plan Priorities 
 
44. The Committee received the report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning and the Community and Economic Development Manager, West Sussex 
County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The Chairman asked the 
Principal Community Officer to briefly introduce the report. 
 
45. The Principle Community Officer explained that The Local Infrastructure Plan (IP) 
for the County Local Committee's (CLC) area has been developed over the last couple 
of years. It was established by identifying a number of local highway and transport 
improvement priorities and now includes a Community Issues List of projects that show 
local member and community support.  
 
46. Resolved that the County Council Members of the Committee approved: 
 

1) That the inclusion of the new highways and transport priorities be approved as 
set out below: 

 
• Develop and delivery of schemes identified within and complementing the A259 

Improvement Study - A259 from the River Arun (west of Littlehampton) upto, 
and including, Goring Crossways roundabout (just east of Eastern Arun District 
Boundary with Worthing Borough)  

 
• Shared Pedestrian and Cycle Access – connecting existing Mill Lane Bridge, 

Rustington, the local retail developments on the A259 and joining up with the 
existing IP priority for a cycle path on north side of the A259 from Pedestrian 
crossing to Station Road, Angmering.  

 
2) That the current Community Issues List be noted (Appendix A). 

 
3) That schemes in the Community Issues List be progressed if:  

(a) there is local member and community support and  



(b) either the County Council can deliver such schemes without detriment to the 
agreed priorities in the Infrastructure Plan (IP) or there is an alternative means 
of delivering them and where S.106 or alternative funding is available. 

 
4) That progress with the IP priorities and any scheme developed in the Community 

Issues List be reported to the CLC at least annually. 
 
 
Proposed Traffic Regulation Order - Windsor Drive, Rustington. 
 
47. The Committee received the report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning and the Community and Economic Development Manager, West Sussex 
County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The Chairman asked the 
Principal Community Officer to briefly introduce the report. 
 
48. The Principle Community officer explained that report detailed the inclusion of a 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to introduce waiting restrictions adjacent to Summerlea 
Community Primary School in Rustington.  Upon formal consultation, 13 letters of 
objection were received.  The main areas of concern were that the extent of the 
restrictions would displace parking to other nearby streets and that local resident and 
school visitors would be unduly restricted by the loss of parking facilities.  A revised 
scheme was developed, that reduced the extent of the restrictions, focussing them on 
the key road safety areas of junctions and pedestrian crossing points. Three of the 
objectors agreed to withdraw their objections in favour of the revised scheme but there 
are still ten objections to consider. 
 
49. Resolved that the County Council Members of the Committee having considered 
that the benefits to the community outweigh the concerns raised, authorised the Head 
of Law and Governance to make the TRO in accordance with the revised scheme. 
 
Appointment of Authority Governors 
 
50. The Committee considered a report by Head of Learning, West Sussex County 
Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), which set out proposed nominations to 
school governing bodies and the criteria for their appointment and sought decisions 
from the County Council Members of the Committee on the applications received. 
 
51. Resolved that the County Council Members of the Committee agreed the 
following appointments and re-appointments of Authority School Governor: 
 
Appointment:      
Mr J Bennett to Summerlea Primary School for a 4 year term  
                           
Re-appointment:  
Mrs R Cornish to Georgian Gardens CP School for a 4 year term 

 
Community Initiative Funding  
 
52. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law and Governance, West 
Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought decisions 
from the County Council Members of the Committee on the applications received under 
the CIF scheme.   
 
 



 
 
53. Resolved that the County Council Members of the Committee considered the CIF 
applications and allocated funding as follows: 

 
The following applications were approved:-  
 
138/JEAAC Sussex Community NHS Trust, £376.94, for the erection of bicycle stands 
at Zachery Merton Hospital. 
 
54. Mrs Urquhart made a plea to all Members to promote the Community Initiative 
Fund within their communities and urge groups to contact their local County councillor 
for support.  The Chairman supported this and stated that he was hoping to have some 
previous CIF applicants at the next meeting to explain how the fund can help local 
groups. 
 
Items to be raised by Town and Parish Council representatives 
 
55. Councillor Mrs Walker informed the Committee that the association of Arun 
District Local Councils has been reformed and she had been voted as the Chairman.  
She is looking to arrange a conference for all Towns and parishes in Arun. 
 
Items for future meetings. 
 
56. The following items were agreed for consideration at future meetings: 
 

• Community Initiative Funding applicants feedback – January 2014 
• Broadband update –  March 2014 

 
 

 
Date of next meeting 
 
57. The Chairman reminded members that the next meeting of the Committee would 
be held on 28 January 2013 at the John De Bohun Room, Rustington.  Members 
wishing to place an item on the agenda should notify Monique Smart via e-mail: 
Monique.smart@westsussex.gov.uk or on 033022022540. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.02pm 
 
Chairman 
 

mailto:Monique.smart@westsussex.gov.uk
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