
Agenda Item 4  
 

Joint Downland Area Committee (Incorporating Downland County Local 
Committee) 
 
21 January 2013– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. at The White 
Swan, Arundel. 
 
Present: 
West Sussex County Council (WSCC): Mr. Peters (Vice Chairman), 
Mr.Whittington and Mrs Urquhart. 
  
Arun District Council (ADC): Councillor Mr Dendle, Councillor Mr Bicknell, 
Councillor Mr Charles, Councillor Mr Dingemans and Councillor Mr Jones. 
 
Town/Parish Council representatives: Councillor Ms. Verrinder (Angmering) 
(Chairman), Councillor Mrs. Harriott (Arundel), Councillor Mrs Picton (Clapham), 
Councillor Mr Hockley (Clymping), Councillor Mr Allington (Eastergate), Councillor 
Mrs Mackerel (Findon), Councillor Mr Ford (Ford), Councillor Mrs. Harriott 
(Lyminster & Crossbush), Councillor Mr Fox (Patching), Councillor Mrs 
Brimblecombe (Slindon),  Councillor Mr Brown (Warningcamp), Councillor Mr 
Roddham (Walberton). 
 
 
In attendance: 
West Sussex County Council (WSCC): Nick Burrell (Principal Solutions Officer), 
Monique Smart (Democratic Services),  
 
Arun District Council (ADC): Karl Roberts, Assistant Director - Planning Services 
and Housing Strategy. 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
80. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
81.     Apologies had been received from Councillors Mr Haymes, Mrs Coleman, 
Mrs. West (Aldingbourne), Mr Phillips (Barnham), Mr Goldsworthy (Findon) and Mr 
Taft (Yapton). 
 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
82. In accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct, the following personal 
interests were declared: 
 

• Councillor Mr Peters declared an interest in the Community Initiative 
Fund application from Arundel Primary School as his wife works at 
the school. 

• Councillors Mrs Verrinder and Mr Bicknell declared an interest in item 
13, Grant Applications, as Members of Angmering Parish Council. 

 
 
 



Minutes 
 
83. Resolved – that the minutes of the Joint Downland Area Committee (JDAC) 
held on 22 October 2012 are confirmed as a correct record and that they are 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
Progress Statement  
 
84. The Committee had before it a progress statement on matters arising from 
the previous meeting (copy appended to the signed minutes).  Members noted the 
statement. 
 
Talk with us – public question time 
 
85. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  Questions 
were asked to which responses were given, including those set out below: 
 

• Mr Hall raised a question in relation to the danger created by cars parked in 
Burpham road, adjacent to the A27 by motorists travelling on by rail from 
Arundel Station.  Mr Hall stated that this was originally raised over 2 years 
ago.  Nick Burrell confirmed that he would be conducting a site visit with a 
Highways officer later this week and would be happy for Mr Hall to 
accompany them.  They will look at possible options to improve the 
situation.  Councillor Mr Dendle did ask that the Parish Councils need to get 
together for common agreement as at present they had differing views of 
what should or should not be done.   A local resident raised concern that 
double yellow lines would just move the problem into the village of 
Warningcamp.  Councillor Mr Brown stated that most residents of 
Warningcamp where in favour of something being done.  He also confirmed 
that the Parish Council had approached Network Rail about providing 
cheaper or free car parking to encourage people to use the station car park. 

• Mr Wood, representing Residents Against Parking Permits (RAPP), referred 
to a report he had emailed JDAC Members prior to the meeting.  He read 
out the recommendations of that report and asked JDAC Members to 
support those recommendations.  Mr Peters replied by thanking Mr Wood 
for the report and stating that a meeting was being arranged with RAPP, 
himself and the Deputy Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport.  This 
meeting would be the place to discuss the recommendations in the RAPP 
report. 

• Mr Robert Wheal, an Arundel Resident, asked why the Arundel parking 
consultation did not include public meetings and also why businesses had 
the same rights as residents.  Mr Peters did confirm that public exhibitions 
were held during the consultation period.  The details regarding who 
responded were included in the report. 

• Mr Wiltshire, the Clerk of Patching Parish Council, referred to a recent email 
from Guy Edwards at Arun District Council that gave details of a church 
group who provide free assistance for Parishes with clearing and gritting of 
roads and paths.  Mr Wiltshire said that Patching had used their services 
and would be happy to recommend them to other Parishes.   

• Clapham Parish Council stated that they were still awaiting hippo bags.  
Nick Burrell agreed to look into this. 



• An Arundel resident stated that one of the two grit bins in Pearson Road 
Arundel had not been filled.  Nick Burrell agreed to take the location details 
from the resident and look into this. 

• Mr Lockwood from Walberton Cricket Club referred to a Community 
Initiative Funding application that the Committee where due to consider 
this evening.  He asked them to take into consideration that the Parish 
Council would make the decision about whether to give permission for the 
erection of practice nets on parish land at their meeting tomorrow. 

• A representative of Arundel Chamber of Commerce raised concern about 
the fact that the Ford Road level crossing was due to be closed for 2 weeks 
including the August bank holiday and the Arundel Festival.  He asked if 
there was any way this could be changed.  Mr Peters suggested that JDAC 
write to Network Rail or Amey to ask them to reconsider the dates for this 
closure.  The Committee resolved to do so. 

 
 
Community Police Issues 
 
86. The Chairman welcomed Inspector Nick Bowman who provided an update 
on crime statistics and current issues in the JDAC area.  A number of issues were 
discussed including those set out below: 
 

• Inspector Bowman stated that he had visited the Burpham Road/A27 
junction today and agreed that the Police could contribute to possible 
solutions and would work with the Council.  Councillor Mr Dendle referred to 
a question from Mr Sunray, who could not be present this evening, about 
this issue.  Both Inspector Bowman and Nick Burrell confirmed that they 
would respond direct to Mr Sunray directly. 

• Crime Statistics were briefly discussed.  Inspector Bowman did remind 
Members that they can sign up to receive updates of their local area. 

• Inspector Bowman mentioned a campaign called ‘Think Jessica’ that was 
aimed to protect and prevent crimes against vulnerable people involving 
and scam mail.  He wished to raise awareness of the issue locally and alert 
people to what they can do to help and recognise the signs. 

 
Proposals to introduce residents parking controls and review existing 
waiting restrictions in various roads in Arundel 
 
87. The Committee considered a report by Director of Communities and 
Commissioning and the Service Manager, Transport and Countryside Services, 
West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The report 
detailed the results of a recent informal consultation on proposals to introduce a 
residents parking scheme in some roads in Arundel. 
 
88. Miles Davy, CPZ Lead Professional, West Sussex County Council, introduced 
the report and highlighted the responses received by the County Council during 
the consultation period.  He stated that in total 85% of those who responded 
objected to the proposals. Therefore the recommendation to the County 
Councillors was to abandon proposals.  Mr Davy also recommended that any 
future work with regard to waiting restrictions be undertaken in partnership with 
the Arundel Traffic Working Group. 
 



89. Resolved that the County Councillors of the Joint Downland Area Committee 
considered the responses to the informal consultation and agreed to abandon 
proposals for a Residents Parking Scheme and any other amendments to parking 
arrangements in Arundel. They also agreed that the Arundel Traffic Working 
Group play a lead role in the preparation of any future parking proposals in the 
town, supported by County Council officers. Any proposals would then be put 
before the Joint Downland Area Committee for consideration/prioritisation.  
 
 
Traffic Regulation Order Priorities 
 
90. The Committee considered a report by the Director for Communities 
Commissioning and Head of Highways and Transport, West Sussex County Council 
(copy appended to the signed minutes). Nick Burrell explained that the report 
included a list of all Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) in the CLC area and asked 
the County Council Members of the Committee to approve the top three for the 
CLC area to commence delivery in 2013/14.  
  
91. It was noted that Burpham Road is in the Parish of Lyminster not Arundel.  
Nick Burrell agreed to amend the list. 
 
92. Mrs Urquhart suggested that three and four on the list be put on hold until 
the Arundel Town Council Traffic Working Group had looked at the wider scheme 
in relation to any changes in Arundel.  Mr Peters agreed. 
 
93. Mr Whittington stated that Yapton Road, Barnham was not just waiting 
restrictions but also the splay for the new village hall and therefore asked 
Councillors to support this in the interest of safety. 
 
94. Resolved that the County Council Members of the Committee approve the 
top three Traffic regulation Order Priorities as: 
 

1. Arundel - Fitzalan Road – Double Yellow Lines 
2. Walberton – Yapton Lane – Speed limit 
3. Barnham – Yapton Road, waiting restrictions. 

 
 
Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – The Street, Clapham 
 
95. The Committee considered a report by the Director for Communities 
Commissioning, West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed 
minutes).   Nick Burrell explained that following a public consultation on proposals 
for speed limits in Clapham, some objections had been received.  He asked 
County Council Members to consider the objections and agree the 
recommendation as listed in the report. 
 



96. Resolved that the County Councillors of the Joint Downland Area Committee 
agreed to remove the section of the proposals relevant to The Street and its side 
roads from the scheme, as the majority of the concern of the consultation 
responses related to The Street.   
 
97. Resolved that the County Councillors of the Joint Downland Area Committee 
authorised the Head of Law and Governance to make the order as advertised, 
insofar only as it relates to Clapham Common. 
 
 
 
Area Action Plan 
 
98. The Chairman referred Members to the Area Action Plan previously 
circulated.  The Committee discussed a number of issues, which included those 
set out below: 
   

• In relation to item 5, Improvements to transport infrastructure, it was 
agreed to include any updates in relation to the A29. 

• It was also agreed that any updates in relation to flooding would be added 
to the Area Action Plan. 
 

 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
99. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law and Governance, 
West Sussex County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), which 
sought decisions from the County Council Members of the Committee on the 
applications received under the CIF scheme.   
 
 
100. Resolved that the County Councillors of the Joint Downland Area Committee 
considered and approved the following applications for funding: 
 
1961/JDAC, Arundel CofE Primary School, £1,500, towards the purchase of a 
defibrillator and medical couch. 
 
1993/JDAC, Findon Pre-School, £1,210.06, to replace and upgrade existing 
equipment. 
 
1991/JDAC, Arundel Farmers Market, £1,633.94, towards replacement and 
repair of market stalls. 
 
101. Resolved that the County Councillors of the Joint Downland Area Committee 
considered and declined the following application for funding: 
 
1994/JDAC, Walberton Cricket Club.  Declined as Walberton Parish Council are 
yet to give approval for the net to be permitted on their land.  Advised applicant 
to await outcome and if appropriate reapply in time for the next JDAC meeting in 
June. 
 
 
 



Grant Applications 
 
102.  The Committee considered a report by the Assistant Director, Planning & 
Economic Regeneration, Arun District Council (copy appended to the signed 
minutes), which sought decisions from the Committee on the applications received 
under the grant scheme.   
 
103. Mr Roberts introduced the report and asked the Members to consider the 
three applications. 
 
104.  In relation to the applications from Angmering Parish Council, some 
Members felt that this funding should be sought from the Joint Eastern Area 
Committee and the vast majority of Angmering falls within that Committee.  Some 
Members stated that it is unfair that a Parish Council can apply to two 
Committees. 
 
105. An amendment to recommendation A was made and seconded.  The 
amendment read that the grant should receive match funding within six months.  
The amendment was lost. 
 
106. In relation to the application from the Community Playcentre at Walberton, 
Mr Roberts updated Members on the project and stated that the funds would be 
for the kitchen and utility project and this totalled £7,500. 
 
107. Resolved that: 

 
a) £8,000 requested from Angmering PC be granted towards a BMX track 

subject to match funding by the Joint Eastern Area Committee.  Declined 
 

b) The request for funding for adult fitness equipment from Angmering PC be 
not supported in this financial year. Agreed. 

 
c) Subject to the provision of further information from the Community 
Playcentre @  Walberton between £5,000-£7,000 be assigned to a specific 
element of the  build. Agree £7500 for the Kitchen and Utility project, 
subject to Karl Roberts seeing and approving the detail. 

 
 
 
Appointment of Authority School Governors. 
 
108. The Committee considered a report by Head of Learning, West Sussex 
County Council (copy appended to the signed minutes), which set out proposed 
nominations to school governing bodies and the criteria for their appointment and 
sought decisions from the County Council Members of the Committee on the 
applications received. 
 
109. Resolved that the following be appointed/re-appointed as Authority School 
Governor: 
 

• Mr Simon Davies to Aldingbourne Primary School for a four year term. 
 
 



Items to be raised by Town and Parish Council representatives 
 
110. The Chairman reminded Parish Councils of an Environment Agency 
consultation regarding the Lower Tidal River Arun Strategy.  She urged all Parish 
Councils to respond to this strategy and attend the exhibition on 5th February at 
Arundel Town Hall. 
 
111. Clapham Parish Council asked for confirmation of whether County Council 
snow ploughs are used privately as one was seen in Asda car park.  Nick Burrell 
agreed to look into this. 
 
 
Items for at consideration at future meetings 
 
112. The following items were agreed as possible future items: 
 

• South Downs National Park and Arun District Council Local Plan 
update   

• Presentation about the Slindon affordable housing project  
• WSCC Infrastructure Planning Priorities – June 2013 
• Health & Wellbeing Grants (WSCC) – June 2013. 
• Redeeming Our Communities (ROC) presentation   

 
Date of next meeting 
 
113. The next meeting would take place on Monday 17 June 2013.  Members 
wishing to place an item on the agenda should notify Monique Smart.   
 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm 
Chairman 
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