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Joint Downland Area Committee (Incorporating Downland County Local 
Committee) 
 
4th April 2011– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. at Eastergate 
Primary School.  
 
Present: 
West Sussex County Council (WSCC): Mrs. Coleman (Chairman), Mr. Peters, 
and Mr.Whittington. 
  
Arun District Council (ADC): Councillor Mr. Dingemans and Councillor Mr 
Dendle (Vice Chairman). 
 
Town/Parish Council representatives:, Councillor Mr. Prior (Findon),  
Councillor Mrs. West (Aldinbourne), Councillor Mr. Godfrey (Arundel), Councillor 
Ms. Verrinder (Angmering), Councillor Mrs. Harriott (Lyminster & Crossbush), 
Councillor Mrs Brimblecombe (Slindon), Councillor Mr. White (Burpham), 
Councillor Mr Looker (Houghton), Councillor Mr. Fox (Patching), Councillor Mr. 
Roddham (Walberton) and Councillor Mr. Taft (Yapton) 
 
In attendance: 
West Sussex County Council (WSCC):  Tracey Webb (Highways and Transport), 
Monique Smart (Democratic Services).   
 
Arun District Council (ADC): Karl Roberts (Assistant Director) 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting including the new District 
Commander for the Arun area, Chief Inspector Jane Derrick.  The Chairman also 
welcomed Tracey Webb, Highways Manager. 
 
2.     Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Goad, Mrs Urquhart and 
Clymping Parish Council.   
  
Declarations of Interest 
 
3. None declared at this stage. 
 
Minutes 
 
4. Resolved – that the minutes of the Joint Downland Area Committee 
(JDAC) held on 24th January 2011 be confirmed as a correct record and be signed 
by the Chairman.    
 
Urgent Matters 
 
5. Although not strictly an urgent matter, the Chairman informed the 
Committee of a couple of local issues that she felt the Committee should be made 
aware of.   
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6. The first issue was regarding flooding in Hoe Lane, Yapton.  Richard Taft  
from Yapton Parish Council stated that they had completed a flood survey and 
returned it to the County Council but had not received any response.  The 
Chairman agreed to chase this up with officers at County Hall. 
 
7. The second issue was the suspected felling of large oak trees near to the 
site 6 development in Felpham (on the border of Yapton).  Karl Roberts agreed to 
investigate this further and report back to JDAC.  If this was proven, Members 
resolved to ask Arun District Council to prosecute and ensure replacement trees 
where planted. 
 
Appointment of representatives to the Conservation Area Advisory 
Committee  

 
8. The Chairman informed the Committee that JDAC was required to nominate 
one Parish Councillor to act as a member and one Parish Councillor to act as 
his/her substitute to the Arun Conservation Area Advisory Committee.  
 
9. Resolved that Sylvia Verrinder be appointed as the JDAC representative on 
the Arun Conservation Area Advisory Committee. No substitute Member was 
forthcoming. 
 
Progress Statement  
 
10. The Committee had before it a table detailing progress on matters from 
previous meetings (copy appended to the signed minutes).  Comment/queries 
were as follows: 
 

• Mr Whittington reported that the Barnham Signal Box team were still 
negotiation with the insurers. 

• No Parish Council representatives applied to be a member of the South 
Downs National Park Local Access Forum. 

• Tracey Webb confirmed that additional HGV movement surveys had been 
completed and the results would be sent out in the next few days. 

 
 
Talk with us – public question time 
 
11. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  Questions 
were asked to which responses were given, including those set out below: 
 

• A local resident raised concern about a recent planning application that was 
refused after local people, local councils and Environment Agency raised 
objections.  However following an appeal by the developer, the Planning 
Inspector overturned the decision to refuse.  The local resident asked if 
local Councillors could do anything to control planning at a local level.  
Members expressed sympathy with the residents issue but stated they had 
little control over the Planning inspector but the Localism Bill may change 
this in the future. 

• Mike de Lara from Arundel Community Partnership thanked the committee 
for their support and Community Initiative Funding over the past few years 
and gave a brief update on the success of the partnership in improving the 
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Arundel visitor and resident ‘experience’.  Members thanked Mr de Lara for 
his commitment to the project. 

 
 
Community Police Issues 
 
12. The Chairman welcomed the new Chief Inspector for the Arun Area, Jane 
Derrick, who provided an update on crime statistics and current issues and in the 
JDAC area.  Chief Inspector Derrick confirmed that the West and North Downs 
divisions had merged and become the West Sussex Division on 1st April.  There 
was also a new model of policing being introduced that would mean that the 
nearest unit would respond to emergency calls.  In Brighton this model had 
reduced response times and also given Police Officers more time on the streets.  
The Neighbourhood Policing Team would be lead by Gavin Whitehouse and there 
would be some new faces as personnel move around but there would be no cut in 
the number of Officers.  Inspector Derrick also confirmed that the Road Policing 
Unit would be moving into Arundel Police Station. 
 
13. Members had a number of comments and actions which included those set 
out below: 
 

• It was agreed that Chief Inspector Derrick would arrange for a Member of 
the Road Policing Unit to come to a future JDAC meeting. 

• At the invitation of Mr Whittington, it was agreed that Chief Inspector 
Derrick would look into a meet and greet in Barnham. 

• Mr Peters commented on a recent poor experience of using the 0845 non 
emergency number as it took 50 minutes to get through.  Chief Inspector 
Derrick agreed to follow this up. 

• Councillor Mr Dendle was pleased that Chief Inspector Derrick was in favour 
of his suggestion to have a camera at Arundel Fire Station to help enforce 
an HGV ban on Ford Road. 

• Councillor Mr Godfrey stated that he had not received any feedback from 
the Licencing team about issues in Arundel.  Chief Inspector Derrick agreed 
to follow this up and report back to JDAC. 

• Chief Inspector Derrick also agreed analyse the crime statistics for 
Aldingbourne and contact Aldingbourne Parish Council to discuss further. 

 
 
Community Land Trusts 
 
14. The Chairman introduced an Information Report on Community Land Trusts 
and welcomed Andy Elder, Arun District Council Housing Strategy and Enabling 
Manager.  Andy explained that part of Arun District Council’s Housing Strategy, 
‘Raising the Roof’, was to enable the delivery of affordable housing.  196 
affordable homes had been delivered in Arun this year and more were planned for 
next year. Andy explained that Community Land Trusts were just one way of 
delivery affordable homes and they were about communities taking control and 
ownership.  Andy also stated he was working with Action in Rural Sussex (AiRS) 
to promote Community Land Trusts. 

 
 15. Nigel Peters declare an interest as the Chairman of a Housing Association. 
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16. Members had a number of questions and comments which included those 
set out below: 
 

• It was acknowledged that access to finance was a challenge but this can be 
done via the Homes and Community Agency as well as a number of banks.   

• Arun District Council could act as an enabler to assist funding in a similar 
way to the current arrangements with Housing Associations. 

• Community Land Trusts can restrict who can live in the homes.  Generally it 
would be restricted to the village and immediately neighbouring villages. 

• There could be no assumption that planning permission would be granted.  
However by working in partnership with the local community and local 
authority, support and advice could be sought at an early stage. 

• The freehold of the land would have to be obtained. 
• ‘Better Togethers’ where working to identify available land in the County.  

 
 
Community Initiative Funding (CIF) 
 
17. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes), which sought decisions from the 
County Council Members of the Committee on the applications received under the 
CIF scheme.  Derek Whittington abstained from voting. 
 
18. Resolved – That Community Initiative Funding be allocated as follows: 
 
528/JDAC Action for Deafness requested £1,044.00 for development & set-up 
costs including equipment and materials.  £678.00 granted 
 
1538/JDAC Burpham Cricket Club requested £2,500.00 towards renewal of the 
club’s 1935 equipment store.  £1,500.00 granted. 
 
1562/JDAC 1st Barnham Scout Group requested £2,000.00 towards the purchase 
of a new mess tent.  £1,500.00 granted. 
 
1552/JDAC Arundel Agenda 21 Group requested £3,500.00 towards installation 
costs for a drinking fountain and associated items relating to sustainable water 
usage. Deferred until next meeting when new allocation of CIF would be 
available.  
 
1590/JDAC Arundel & Downland Community Leisure Trust requested £1,000.00, 
towards the re-roofing of the Lido cabin.  Deferred until next meeting when 
new allocation of CIF would be available.  
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Area Action Plan 
 
19. The Chairman referred Members to the Area Action Plan previously 
circulated.  The Committee discussed a number of issues, which included those 
set out below: 
   

• D01.  It was requested that Karl Roberts look into available land around 
Ford Station and report back to JDAC. 

• D03.  Mrs Coleman confirmed she was trying to move this forward but the 
Parish Council were not keen to do so until after the elections on 5th May. 

• D04.  The Judicial Review had taken place and the Environment Agency 
successfully defended their position.  Awaiting confirmation on how this 
moves forward. 

• D12.  Following further meetings with MPs and Philip Hammond, Secretary 
of State for Transport, it was concluded that improvements at Arundel 
would require private funding. 

• D15.  Councillor Mr Prior confirmed that Findon Parish Council had received 
a reply from the County Council confirming that Findon Fire Station would 
be sold via tender on the open market.  It was agreed that Mrs Coleman 
would take this back to the relevant Cabinet member at County Council to 
reconsider in the light of discussions about Community Land Trusts. 

 
Items already identified / to be raised by Members for consideration at 
future meetings 
 
20. Items were confirmed as: 

 
• Young People/Youth Council in Arun 
• The future of Children's Centres  
• Changes in the Health Service – October 2011 
• Meals on Wheels (and School Meals) 
• Update on the Localism Bill – January 2012 
• Review of Winter Maintenance  - July 2011 
• Network Rail/Arundel Chord 

 
21. It was also noted that the rotation of Chairmanship would take place at the 
next meeting in July.  Post meeting note:  Following the meeting, the Parish 
Council representatives present met to discuss their nominations.  No Member 
came forward and it was agreed that Monique Smart would write to the Parish 
Councils after the elections on 5th May. 
 
Date of next meeting 
 
22. The next meeting would take place on Monday 4th July 2011.  Members 
wishing to place an item on the agenda should notify Monique Smart.  Future 
dates for 2010/11 were noted. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm 
 
Chairman 
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