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To all Members of the County Council 
 

An ordinary meeting of the County Council will be held at 10.30 a.m. on Friday, 

24 March 2017 at County Hall, Chichester. 
 

 
 

Agenda 
 

 1. Members’ Interests 

 

Members are asked to disclose any pecuniary or personal 

interests in matters appearing on the agenda. 

 

 2. Minutes 

 

The Council is asked to confirm the minutes of the ordinary 

meeting of the County Council held on 17 February 2017 

(pages 467 to 499).  Note: The answer to written question 8 

on page 495 has been revised due to an inaccuracy in the 

data originally published. 

 

10.45 a.m.* 3. Appointments 

 

To consider any proposed changes by the Groups to 

appointments.  Any proposals will be circulated and changes 

will take effect from the end of the meeting. 

 

 4. Address by a Cabinet Member 
 

 At the discretion of the Chairman, to receive any address by a 

Cabinet Member on a matter of urgency and/or significant 

interest to the County Council and which relates to the powers 

and responsibilities of the County Council or which affects the 

Council. 

 

  5. Petition 
 

The Council is asked to debate the following petition in 

accordance with Standing Order 10(1).  A statement by the 

petitioners and a briefing note by the Executive Director 

Children, Adults, Families, Health and Education are enclosed. 

 

Save the future of Woodlands Meed Special School 

 

‘West Sussex County Council – do not treat our special needs 

school as the poor relation. 

 

This petition calls on the County Council to reconsider the 

urgency of the development of this school and deliver the 

expansion of Woodlands Meed as a priority.’ 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i1.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i2.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i5a.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i5a.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i5b.pdf
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   (5 minutes is allocated for the Lead Petitioner, 5 minutes for 

the Cabinet Member’s response followed by an opportunity for 

a members’ debate of no more than 30 minutes with each 

member allowed to speak for a maximum of 3 minutes.  At the 

end of the debate and before any proposition is put, the Lead 

Petitioner and Cabinet Member will each be given 3 minutes 

for a closing statement.) 

 

  6. Notice of Motion  

 

To consider the following motion, submitted by Mr M G Jones, 

notice of which was given on 31 January 2017, which was 

deferred due to lack of time at the meeting of the County 

Council on 17 February 2017.  A revised briefing note is 

enclosed.  A revised motion will be moved at the meeting. 

 

‘This County Council recognises the enormously difficult task 

that West Sussex School Governing Bodies and head-teachers 

are currently facing trying to manage their 2017/18 budget 

against a backdrop of historical low funding, and new burdens 

such as the general duties education support grant. 

 

This Council regrets the impact that school funding cuts may 

have on the ability of West Sussex pupils to achieve their full 

potential, and calls on the Cabinet to: 

 

(1) Put greater pressure on lobbying the Government to 

ensure that West Sussex schools have the funding 

they need to provide an excellent education for every 

one of its pupils; and  
 

(2) Ask every member to express their support for the 

continuing efforts of the Worthless campaign in 

calling on the Government to bring forward 

transitional funding in lieu of the outcome of the 

current Government consultation on the proposed 

national finding formula, to ensure that every pupil 

across West Sussex knows they are ‘Worth Much 

More’.’ 

 

 7. Question Time 

 

  Questions to the Leader and Cabinet Members on matters 

contained within the Cabinet report, written questions and any 

other questions relevant to their portfolios.  Members may 

also ask questions of the Leader on anything that is currently 

relevant to the County Council.  The attached report covers 

relevant council business or developments in respect of 

portfolios arising since the meeting of the Council on 

17 February 2017 (pages 500 to 509).  A supplementary 

report may be published. 

 

   (2 hours is allocated for question time) 

 

1.00 p.m. Lunch (In the event that the morning business is 

finished before lunch the afternoon business will be 

brought forward as appropriate.) 

 
 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i6.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i6a.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i7.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i7b.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i7a.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i7a.pdf


 

County Council Report  

24 March 2017 466A 

2.00 p.m. 8. Governance Committee: Pension Fund Pooling – 

Governance Arrangements 
 

The Council is asked to approve the proposed governance 

arrangements for Pension Fund pooling in the light of a report 

from the Governance Committee (pages 510 to 520). 

 

  9. Governance Committee: Disclosure and Barring Service 

checks for Members (Criminal Records Checks) 
 

The Council is asked to approve proposals for Disclosure and 

Barring Service checks for members in the light of a report 

from the Governance Committee (pages 521 to 525). 

 

  10. Regulation, Audit and Accounts Committee: Risk 

Management 
 

The Council is asked to approve the approach to the allocation 

of responsibilities for corporate risk management in the light 

of a report from the Regulation, Audit and Accounts 

Committee (pages 526 to 531). 

 

11. Report of Urgent Action 

 

 To note urgent action taken under regulation 11 of the Local 

Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to 

Information) (England) Regulations 2012 (pages 532 and 

533). 

 

12. Notices of Motion 

 

 (a) To consider the following motion, submitted by 

Dr Walsh, notice of which was given on 1 March 

2017.  A briefing note is now available. 

 

‘This County Council is utterly shocked and 

disappointed at the cancellation by the Secretary of 

State for Transport of any A27 improvement scheme 

for Chichester. In particular it is troubling that no 

timetable for alternative proposals has been 

presented. 

 

The improvement of this major south coast route is 

vital to the increasing prosperity of the local 

economy, as well as for the environmental and health 

benefits that would accrue to local residents and the 

wider community, particularly with the huge proposed 

increases in local house building along the south 

coast. 

 

It resolves to request that the Leader of the County 

Council seeks an urgent meeting with the Secretary of 

State, with local MPs and the business community to 

ensure that the project can be re-started at the 

earliest opportunity. It also seeks re-assurance from 

the Transport Secretary that proposals for A27 

improvements at Arundel and Worthing/Lancing are 

not affected by this cancellation.’ 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i8.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i8.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i9.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i9.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i10.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i10.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i11.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i12ab.pdf
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(b) To consider the following motion, submitted by 

Ms James, notice of which was given on 3 March 

2017.  A briefing note is now available. 

 

‘The announcement on 1 March 2017 that funding for 

the A27 Chichester improvements has been 

withdrawn will mean continued misery for the road 

users in Chichester and its surrounding towns and 

villages, as well as regionally. It sends the wrong 

message in support of the West Sussex economic 

growth plan. 

 

This Council expresses its extreme disappointment 

with the announcement by Secretary of State for 

Transport, Chris Grayling, that improvements to the 

A27 at Chichester have been cancelled, and calls on 

the Leader to: 

 

(1) Lobby the Secretary of State for Transport to 

reinstate funding for the A27 Chichester 

scheme; and 

 

(2) Initiate an Independent Review to assess the 

correct options for the A27 Chichester. This 

review should: 

 

(a) be independent from Highways 

England; 

 

(b) include community groups and parishes 

and have ‘cross party’ elected member 

representation; 

 

(c) be capable of accessing all the work 

already undertaken on the A27 

Chichester (given this work has already 

received public funding);  

 

(d) this independent review to be time 

specific with its response to this 

Council. 

 

Additionally, this Council calls upon the Leader to 

explain what will happen to the £10m set aside by 

the County Council as its contribution towards the 

A27 Chichester improvements, and specifically if 

government funding is not re-instated in the 

immediacy.’ 

 

 (c) To consider the following motion, submitted by 

Mr Glennon which was referred to the Cabinet 

Member for Residents’ Services at the meeting of the 

County Council on 17 February 2017: 

 

‘This Council supports an early independent review to 

report on Fire and Rescue Service response times in 

West Sussex.  The review to examine response times 

for each risk category in each fire station area, to 

 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i12ab.pdf
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identify the reasons behind any increased response 

times, and to make recommendations to reduce those 

response times. 

 

 The Council asks the Cabinet Member for Residents’ 

Services to commission a review as soon as possible.’ 

 

and the report of the Cabinet Member (pages 534 to 

537). 

 

(d) To consider the following motion, submitted by 

Dr Walsh, which was referred to the Leader at the 

meeting of the County Council on 17 February 2017: 
 

‘This Council notes the failure of the proposed 

devolution bid in neighbouring Hampshire.  It 

recognises that better delivery and management of 

some regional infrastructure such as highways and 

rail could be achieved through regional co-operation, 

but does not consider that an elected Mayor covering 

East and West Sussex and Surrey is appropriate nor 

will it lead to greater accountability, and could 

generate further expensive bureaucracy. 
 

It therefore resolves to ask the Leader to inform the 

Secretary of State for Communities and Local 

Government of its view.’ 

 

and the report of the Leader (pages 538 and 539). 

 

(e) To consider the following motion, submitted by 

Mr Oppler, notice of which was given on 7 March 

2017.  A briefing note is now available. 

 

 ‘Every week in the UK thousands of animals are killed 

as a result of snares. Foxes and rabbits are often the 

main target; however other wildlife that is supposedly 

protected by law such as badgers are often victims of 

snares.  There have been many reported incidents of 

domestic pets such as cats and dogs being caught in 

snares as well.  

 

 West Sussex County Council is one of the largest land 

owners in the county with over 1,400 acres of land 

leased to a variety of tenants.  The size of the leased 

land ranges from less than two acres to well over 

100. The authority’s land is the home to an 

abundance of animals, all of which makes up the 

great diversity of wildlife in this county.  As an owner 

of this wonderful resource comes great responsibility.  

It is, however, a responsibility that West Sussex 

County Council has not recognised.  Officers have 

confirmed that this authority has no policy in place to 

prevent the use of snares and probably never has 

had. 

 

Snares are still being used as a means of predator 

control across the county.  These traps are known for  

 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i12c.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i12d.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc240317i12e.pdf
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their barbaric and indiscriminate nature.  It is common 

for animals to suffer days of extreme pain before 

dying.  As a major landowner this council has a moral 

responsibility to address this issue. 

 

Therefore, this Council resolves to ask the Cabinet 

Member for Finance to: 

 

(1) Put a policy in place that imposes a ban on the 

use of snares on all Council-owned land; and 

 

(2) Oppose the use of any inhumane method of 

wildlife control that causes undue suffering.’ 

 

4.15 p.m. County Council concludes.  Items not commenced by 

4.15 p.m. will be deferred to the following meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director of Law and Assurance 

15 March 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* The times stated indicate the latest end times for previous business and 

should not be relied on as start times for subsequent items 

 
 


