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Devolution, Regional Planning and a Mayor for a Combined Authority 

 

 
The County, the District and Borough Councils across East and West Sussex and 

Surrey (together ‘3SC’) have been discussing possible options for the devolution 
of additional powers and access to additional sources of funding to address 
infrastructure and investment challenges across their area. 

 
Within the statutory framework for the devolution of new powers on this scale it 

is expected that a new combined authority (of which all the constituent councils 
would be members) would be the democratic vehicle for exercising such powers. 
 

The relevant legislation comprises the Local Democracy, Economic Development 
and Construction Act 2009 and the Cities and Local Government Devolution Act 

2016.  The law makes provision for a combined authority with or without a 
directly elected mayor. 

  
The process for arriving at a devolution settlement is for the local councils to 
agree a set of proposals for the new powers that are to be devolved, the funding 

streams to support those new functions and the governance arrangements 
through which they would be exercised.  Following a parliamentary process and 

local public consultation the Secretary of State is able, by Order, to transfer 
statutory functions to a combined authority. 
 

One of the guiding principles for the endorsement of devolution proposals is the 
source of democratic accountability for the additional powers.  The Government 

has, for most deals to date, indicated a preference for a directly elected mayor 
as that source.  It is however for each scheme to devise its own solution.  One 
other critical factor is that the enabling legislation provides for local tax or 

precept raising powers to be exercisable only through a mayoral model – 
meaning that non-mayoral models require different funding solutions. 

 
For the 3SC proposals no decisions have been taken and no timetable has been 
settled for coming to governance proposals.  Any governance solution would 

however require the approval of each of the constituent authorities before any 
proposal is submitted for consideration. 

 
Transport Planning 
 

The Government is also promoting the establishment of Sub-national Transport 
Bodies (SNTB).  An SNTB would prepare a Transport Strategy for an area setting 

out proposals for safe, sustainable, integrated and economic strategic transport 
facilities and services for the area.  SNTBs do not take decisions and do not hold 
new sources of funds but may influence or secure access to funds. 

 
An SNTB is a body corporate established by the Secretary of State if it is 

considered that its establishment would facilitate the development and 



 
 

implementation of transport strategies for the area, and the objective of 
economic growth in the area would be furthered by the development and 

implementation of such strategies. 
 

Agreement has already been reached between the transport authorities across 
the south east (from East Sussex to Hampshire and the Isle of Wight) to 
establish a shadow SNTB whilst plans are made for its formal establishment.  

The SNTB remit includes influence over the strategic network (currently the 
responsibility of Highways England and Network Rail) whereas the 3SC would 

focus on improvements to the local network.  The development of the SNTB and 
the 3SC devolution deal are aligned but they are not dependent on one another 
to be realised. 
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