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All children and young people are ready for school 
and work 

 

1 Improvement in Ofsted Inspection Outcomes (Cabinet Member for 
Education and Skills)  

Recent judgements following Ofsted inspections of schools in West Sussex show 
that more pupils in the county now attend a school rated at least Good compared 
to 2016.  By the end of October 2017, 84% of all pupils attended a school rated 

at least Good, rather than 81.5% in October 2016.  With regard to the figures for 
primary and secondary schools, 83% of pupils attend a primary school that is 

rated at least Good; for secondary pupils the figure is 85%.  A total of 41 schools 
are rated lower than Good, five fewer than this time last year.  If these schools 
are maintained by the County Council, the Education and Skills Service works 

closely with them to help them raise their standards.  If the schools are 
academies or free schools, their Trust is being challenged to improve.  This 

includes a number of measures such as Area Inclusion and Improvement Boards 
which broker support from teachers at highly rated schools in addressing the 
areas for development highlighted by the Ofsted report. 

 

 

Families and children have a healthy family, home 
and work life 

 
2 Unicef ‘Baby Friendly’ accreditation in West Sussex (Cabinet 

Member for Children and Young People) 
The West Sussex Healthy Child Programme (HCP) has been awarded full ‘Baby 
Friendly’ accreditation by Unicef, following a rigorous assessment process.  The 

Baby Friendly Initiative protects, promotes and supports breastfeeding and close, 
loving parent-infant relationships.  The Cabinet Member has congratulated the 

HCP Infant Feeding Team in achieving this accreditation, as Baby Friendly  

BEST START IN LIFE 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/babyfriendly/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/babyfriendly/


Cabinet: Item 9 
 

(Links marked with an * are to documents in pdf format) 

 

County Council Report   271 
15 December 2017 

 

supports delivery of the 1001 Critical Days manifesto commitment. Breastfeeding 
is a major contributor to public health and has an important role to play in 
reducing health inequalities.  Breastfeeding also has some of the most wide-

reaching and long-lasting effects on a baby’s health and development.  Data 
gathered by the HCP team indicates that around 69% of mothers in West Sussex 

are recorded as breastfeeding their babies at six to eight weeks after birth.  West 
Sussex HCP is commissioned by the County Council and delivered by Sussex 
Community Foundation NHS Trust as part of the Integrated Prevention and 

Earliest Help Service.  
 

 
Children and young people feel safe and secure 

 

3 Improvements within the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (Cabinet 
Member for Children and Young People) 
The Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) is the single point of contact for all 

safeguarding concerns regarding children and young people in West Sussex. 
From 1 October the administrative function that supports the MASH service was 

insourced to the County Council.  Early indications suggest that improvements 
are already evident and the timeliness of contact to referral decisions is 90% 
within 24 hours.  The new arrangements have enabled all MASH functions to be 

aligned under one management structure and are welcomed by the MASH staff. 
This has ensured integration of the administrative and social work function to 

enable critical decisions on the safeguarding of children to continue to be made 
in a timely way. 
 

 

 

Access to education that meets the needs of our 
community 

 

4 Implementing the 30 hours Free Childcare Entitlement (Cabinet 
Member for Children and Young People)  

During the first term following implementation, the parents of 3,339 children 
have benefited from the extended entitlement of 30 hours free childcare per 
week.  The scheme increases the existing provision of free childcare for eligible 

working parents of three- and four-year-olds by an additional 15 hours a week.  
The entitlement is worth around £5,000 a year to parents and will help support 

their ability to increase their working hours.  During the last 12 months officers 
have worked closely with early years providers to support them in implementing 
the additional entitlement.  This has resulted in 82% of all settings, including 

pre-schools, day nurseries and childminders, offering the extended scheme 
across the county.  Increase in parental demand is forecast to be strong as the 

scheme becomes established.  The Department for Education (DfE) estimated 
that potentially 6,300 places would be needed to meet demand from eligible 

parents in West Sussex.  So, with just over half of these places filled, the service 
is working hard to raise awareness of the entitlement thereby ensuring more 
children can achieve the best start in life. 

 
 

 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/childcare-and-early-education/free-childcare-for-3-and-4-year-olds/
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5 Pupil Attainment at Key Stage 4 (Cabinet Member for Education 
and Skills)   

New examinations and grading in English and Mathematics at GCSE were 
implemented during 2017.  The Cabinet Member is pleased to report that 
secondary schools in West Sussex maintained their strong standards and 

performance.  For Attainment 8, the measure which assesses a student’s 
average grade across eight subjects, performance in West Sussex is just above 

the national average at 46.5 (this compares with the national figure for state 
funded schools of 46.1).  This figure is calculated by the prescribed DfE formula.  
For Progress 8, which measures how well a student has progressed between Key 

Stage 2 and Key Stage 4 across these same eight subjects, the figure is +0.03 
(nationally -0.03).  This places West Sussex schools 56th (out of 151 across the 

country) for Attainment 8 and 50th for Progress 8.  Whilst this is a slightly lower 
ranking compared with last year, in both cases it still demonstrates strong 
performance.  The County Council is working with secondary school leaders to 

build on this solid outcome and further improve the performance of pupils in 
West Sussex.  

 

 
Children and young people are able to thrive 

 
6 Recognition for the West Sussex Youth Offending Service (Cabinet 
Member for Children and Young People)  

The West Sussex Youth Offending Service (YOS) has been acknowledged by the 
Youth Justice Board as a high performing service, for consistently performing 

well against three national performance indicators.  This relates to the service’s 
impact in reducing the number of first time entrants into the criminal justice 
system, keeping the use of custody and its harmful impact to a minimum and 

reducing re-offending by children and young people.  This is particularly 
encouraging as the service is increasingly working with a challenging and 

complex group of children and young people.  The YOS is resourced through a 
partnership including the County Council, Sussex Police, the National Probation 
Service, Sussex Partnership Foundation Trust and the Sussex Police & Crime 

Commissioner.  The future work of the YOS will be shaped by a national focus on 
prevention, the need to further reduce re-offending by children and young 

people, diverting Children Looked After to prevent them becoming involved in 
criminal activity, addressing the over-representation of black and ethnic minority 
children in the youth justice system and the development of trauma informed 

practice.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-8-school-performance-measure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-8-school-performance-measure
https://yjresourcehub.uk/our-community/resources-for-sharing/item/495-trauma-informed-youth-justice-briefing.html
https://yjresourcehub.uk/our-community/resources-for-sharing/item/495-trauma-informed-youth-justice-briefing.html
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Infrastructure that supports a successful economy 

 
7 Winter Resilience and Mobilisation (Cabinet Member for Highways 

and Infrastructure) 
The gritting fleet is ready and already operating for the current the winter period. 

Currently the County Council grits 1,600 km of highways and the service has 
been out eight times since 1 November (as at 28 November).  There are 
currently more than 8,000 tonnes of salt in stock.  The highways contractor 

relies on daily weather forecasts from the Met Office during the winter period; 
two to five forecasts a day are received for three weather domains in West 

Sussex.  Work has also been undertaken with local communities ensuring all salt 
bins are at least 75% full and hippo bags delivered to sites identified in Local 
Winter Maintenance Plans.  Parish councils have also contacted local farmers and 

contractors to assist in the filling of salt bins and the clearance of local roads 
when instructed. 

  
8 Highways Termed Maintenance Contract (Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Infrastructure) 

The Cabinet Member has continued to involve the Highways Contract Task and 
Finish Group (TFG) in the development of the new Highways Termed 

Maintenance Contract, which will start in July 2018.  The contract will be 
essential to the maintenance and development of highway infrastructure in the 
county.  Members supported a number of recommendations for inclusion in final 

tender documents in relation to future service levels and in light of the financial 

savings required over the next two years.  These included that the salting 
network should be reduced in line with neighbouring authorities (from 41% to 

around 28%) and an outcome-based approach to grass cutting based on 
customer satisfaction levels which may result in a reduction in the amount 
of grass cut (national standard is an average five urban and one rural 

cut).  These key changes are suggested from year two and may require a policy 
decision subsequent to the award of the contract.  There is also recognition of the 

need for a robust Contracts and Commercial Team to ensure that the contract is  

A PROSPEROUS PLACE 
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A STRONG, SAFE AND 

SUSTAINABLE PLACE 

 
correctly managed.  The new contract has greater flexibility for varying the way 

services are delivered during its term.  The TFG and the Environmental and 
Community Services Select Committee will continue to be kept involved in the 
process ensuring full scrutiny of the process. 

 

 
A great place to live, visit and work 

 
9 Update on PropCo Programme – Barnham (Cabinet Member for 

Finance and Resources) 
The County Council has recently agreed to appoint Wates Construction to 
complete detailed design work and pricing for the development of 95 new homes 

at its site at the former Angel’s and Hyde Nurseries at Barnham.  The 
development is seen as an important opportunity to strengthen the community 

of Barnham by providing good quality homes that will appeal to first time buyers 
and families alike, including a mix of affordable housing.  The site is within a few 
minutes’ walk from a mainline railway station providing access for employment 

opportunities across the county.  Constructing the site will provide a range of 
work to develop new skills with local training opportunities linked to schools and 

colleges, creating career jobs and apprenticeships. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
A safe place 

 
10 Trading Standards (Cabinet Member for Safer, Stronger 

Communities) 
The Trading Standards Service continues to keep the residents of West Sussex 

safe from unfair and deceptive practices.  It has recently seized counterfeit goods 
worth £1.3m which had failed electrical safety tests, fined an international airline 
for risking the introduction of rabies and has addressed an issue concerning the 

promotion of products with misleading health claims. 
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11 Sussex Safeguarding Week (Cabinet Member for Safer, Stronger 
Communities) 
Organisations in West Sussex that have a role to play in keeping residents and 

communities safe from abuse, neglect and harm came together for the first time 
as part of Safeguarding Awareness Week (27 November to 2 December).  The 

West Sussex Safeguarding Adults Board, the Safeguarding Children Board and 
the Safer West Sussex (Community Safety) Partnership used the opportunity to 
raise awareness of safeguarding, highlighting how members of the public can get 

advice, help and support if they have concerns about the safety of someone they 
know.  Additional information was shared, in partnership with the library service, 

about ways in which people could get involved and ‘lend a helping hand’ to 
ensure residents remain aware of safeguarding work to support people’s health, 
wellbeing and human rights.  One of key activities was a ‘Staying Safe Online’ 

session at Crawley Library.  Over 50 members of the public heard a presentation 
about practical ways to stay safe when using the internet.  Representatives from 

O2’s Digital Guru team offered tailored help and support.  Displays of bright, 
knitted ‘helping hands’ in libraries have generated conversations about 
Safeguarding Week and the ways in which communities can lend a hand and help 

safeguard themselves and others.  Further information is available on the 
campaign page www.westsussex.gov.uk/safeguardingweek or by visiting the 

West Sussex Safeguarding Adults Board and West Sussex Safeguarding Children 
Board websites. 

 
12 Home Safety Week (Cabinet Member for Safer, Stronger 
Communities)  

Home Safety Week saw the launch of a partnership between West Sussex Fire 
and Rescue Service (WSFRS) and the County Council’s meals-on-wheels 

provider, apetito.  The partnership aims to improve the health and wellbeing of 
residents who are less able to cook for themselves, but also to prevent the 
occurrence of kitchen fires.  WSFRS held a number of events across the county 

combining a range of home safety advice alongside information about meals-on-
wheels.  There was special emphasis on kitchen fire safety as incidents in the 

kitchen make up the majority of fires that firefighters attend in domestic 
residences.  Approximately 40 elderly residents attended the event in Burgess 
Hill, jointly delivered with AgeUK.  This type of event ensured that 100% of the 

audience was in the WSFRS target group and also in an area that has 
traditionally seen low uptake for apetito.  The following week there was a 14% 

increase in take up for meals-on-wheels in the area which will also support 
improvement in health and wellbeing for those residents receiving the meals. 

 

 
Strong communities 

 

13 ‘What If’ Community Resilience Programme (Cabinet Member for 
Safer, Stronger Communities) 

Local communities are being supported to become more resilient and help 
themselves in an emergency with the support of the County Council’s ‘What If’ 
Community Resilience Programme.  Felpham Emergency Resilience Group has 

been supported by the Resilience and Emergency Team in delivering its own 
training courses and exercising its emergency plan.  Following the workshop, the  

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/safeguardingweek
http://www.westsussexsab.org.uk/
http://www.westsussexscb.org.uk/
http://www.westsussexscb.org.uk/
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Cabinet Member presented the Group with a pack of resilience equipment, 

funded by the County Council, to support its ability to respond in times of 
emergency. The Felpham Group is well established and has contributed to the 
response by the emergency services and the County Council at a significant fire 

in Bognor Regis, by supporting the displaced community at the emergency rest 
centre that was set up. 

 

 
Sustainable environment 

 

14 Wastebuster School of the Year (Cabinet Member for Environment) 
Pupils at a West Sussex school are learning that looking after the environment is 

in their hands by taking the message home that recycling will help to ensure a 
sustainable environment for all in the future.  The Cabinet Member joined pupils 
of South Bersted C of E Primary School’s Eco-Committee on a visit to the 

Materials Recycling Facility at Ford to celebrate its nomination for Wastebuster 
School of the Year.  The school successfully completed all 15 of the Wastebuster 

Challenges including: 
 

 Be a Wastebuster champion at home – write a list of all the items you think 

you can recycle, reuse or repair in every room in your house 
 Get involved in cleaning up your local area – carry out litter picks 

 Create your own Wastebuster mascot – using your own items  
 

The school also achieved a high ranking for the county-wide Wastebuster 
Recycling Challenge.  This involved listing what can be recycled around the home 
and being creative.  This was so successful that Wastebuster has now rolled out 

this challenge nationally. 
 

15 Fly-tipping Pilot (Cabinet Member for Environment) 
The County Council is co-ordinating a new partnership approach to tackle fly-

tipping and make West Sussex more resilient to the crime.  The partners 
involved are Sussex Police, West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service and Chichester 
District Council.  The pilot involves the deployment of Closed Circuit Television 

surveillance equipment at multiple locations identified as fly-tipping ‘hotspots’.  
The equipment purchased was recommended by Sussex Police and was funded 

by a successful bid to the Trading Standards Proceeds of Crime Act fund.  In the 
future it is hoped that other district and borough councils, as well as parish 
councils will join the initiative which is intended to complement, not replace, 

existing enforcement efforts. 
 

 
A place of culture, heritage and beauty 

 
16 The Royal Sussex Regimental Heritage Project (Cabinet Member 

for Safer, Stronger Communities) 
In line with national Great War Centenary Commemoration events and legacy 

2014-18 the West Sussex Record Office is working on a project to preserve the 
combined collections of the Royal Sussex Regiment (RSR).  The Record Office 

holds the RSR Archive and Library, dating from 1701 to 1966, whilst the RSR 
Museum collections are now in temporary storage in Brighton having previously  
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been on display at Eastbourne Redoubt for a number of years.  The Record Office 
is applying to the Heritage Lottery Fund next year for a grant to catalogue, 
digitise and provide remote access to the combined RSR collections.  If the bid is 

successful a new RSR Heritage website will be created to enable people to search 
the catalogue and look at images from all of the collections on-line.  A 

community outreach and education programme will be developed and delivered 
as part of this work and volunteers will also play a key role in the project.  Key 
partners in the project will include the Royal Sussex Regimental Association, the 

Royal Sussex Regiment Museum Trust, West Sussex Library Service, Screen 
Archive South East, the University of Chichester and the West Sussex Archives 

Society. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
A good place to grow old 

 
17 Enough’s Enough - Time to Care (Leader/Cabinet Member for 

Adults and Health) 
Following County Council meeting in October, the Leader has been seeking to 

engage with the Government on reforms that could be made in the care home 
sector to improve outcomes for residents.  ‘Enough’s Enough - Time to Care’ will 
focus on the professionalisation of the care work career path, protection for 

whistle-blowers and greater transparency on the performance of individual 
homes to enable prospective residents and their families to be more informed 

customers.  The County Council will be recommending national reforms to the 
Government, including requesting a power of entry to allow intervention in a 
small number of the most high risk cases.  There is local Member of Parliament 

support for the need for reform and the County Council will seek to influence 
government policy on care as it develops, recognising the positive impact this 

could have on the residents of West Sussex.  Enough’s Enough – Time to Care 
will also support the sharing of best practice from high quality care homes in the 
county to enable more to reach excellent standards.  

 
 

INDEPENDENCE FOR LATER LIFE 
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Older people feel part of their community 

 

18 Dementia Awareness (Cabinet Member for Adults and Health)  
The County Council actively supports communities to become dementia-friendly. 
It is rolling out dementia friends training to every member of staff, to ensure 

they are suitably skilled in dementia awareness to be able to recognise the wide 
range of symptoms and feel confident in communicating with those living with 

dementia.  The County Council also provides access to dementia training through 
a Dementia Learning & Development Framework which is accessible to everyone 

including West Sussex residents.  Officers support Local Dementia Action 
Alliances and assist them to access funding.  Through the publication of 
Connections and distribution of informative leaflets to public facing organisations 

and partners, dementia awareness is being raised.  The Library Service hosts 
dementia awareness days and drop-ins, providing Reminiscence Collections that 

can be borrowed and have introduced a Memory Management Ticket to ensure 
people with cognitive difficulties do not incur charges if they fail to return their 
book on time.  The County Council also commissions a number of dementia 

specific services; including dementia support service and carers groups, respite 
and dementia cafes.  The West Sussex Wellbeing service also provides activities 

to promote health and wellbeing that are dementia friendly such as Bowls for 
Health and Forget-me-not clubs. 
 

 
Older people have opportunities to thrive  

 

19 Delayed Transfers of Care (Cabinet Member for Adults and Health) 
The Cabinet Member is pleased to report that figures concerning delayed 

transfers of patients from hospital to community care (DToCs), attributable to 
County Council social care, have shown a reduction for September.  The 
reduction follows a trend over the last two years despite higher numbers of older 

people living with increasingly complex needs and requiring hospital care.  
However, across the county, DToCs from acute and community hospitals to all 

care settings and services are increasing.  The County Council is supporting 
efforts to reduce the delays by utilising around 50% of its Improved Better Care 
Fund funding to commission a number of activities which include: 

 
 Commissioning new Discharge to Assess* and short term social care beds; 

 Increasing domiciliary care capacity; 
 Working with the County Council’s community health provider to support 

increases to capacity; and 

 Supporting illness prevention work to avoid hospital admissions.   
 

These activities will continue to take effect between October and December and 
it is anticipated a sustained reduction in DToCs attributable to the whole health 
and care system will be seen over the next few weeks. 

 
 

 
 

https://www.westsussexcpd.co.uk/courses/bookings/pathways.asp?pid=33&ds=1&pathway_search=1&frompage=pathways.asp#sthash.USNUGGP7.dpbs
https://www.dementiaaction.org.uk/local_alliances
https://www.dementiaaction.org.uk/local_alliances
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/west-sussex-connections/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries/
https://www.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/keogh-review/Documents/quick-guides/Quick-Guide-discharge-to-access.pdf
https://www.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk/
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People are healthy and well 

 

20 Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (Cabinet Member for Adults 
and Health) 

As part of its work to improve the health and wellbeing and health equality 
outcomes of residents in West Sussex, the Health and Wellbeing Board (HWB) 

has a statutory obligation to produce and publish a Pharmaceutical Needs 
Assessment (PNA) for West Sussex.  A PNA is a statement of need, identifying 
current and future pharmaceutical requirements for the county, which is used to 

inform NHS England’s decision making.  The report to the HWB highlighted 
preliminary findings from the consultation and members heard that as at 

12 October, 102 responses had been received.  The majority of the responses 
(61 responses) related to the town of Arundel; almost all of these identified a 
gap and a need for a pharmacy in Arundel town centre.  In addition to 

responding to the consultation, a representative group also presented their 
views to the Board.  Of the remaining responses the majority reported that 

there were no unidentified gaps in the PNA and that it reflected the current 
pharmaceutical services in West Sussex.  The HWB undertook to ensure these 
responses were accurately reflected in the final PNA which is due to be 

published in February 2018. 
 

 
Older people feel safe and secure 

 
21 The Care and Business Support Team (Cabinet Member for Adults 

and Health) 
The County Council continues to support care providers to receive a high rating 

of either ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ from the Care Quality Commission (CQC), who 
are the regulators for health and social care provision.  The Care and Business 

Support (CaBS) Team’s recent work has included pop-up events targeted for 
example on recruitment and what a service should consider to evidence good 
quality care; a Person-Centred Safeguarding programme which invited 50 care 

homes to join a programme aimed at better safeguarding within care settings; 
targeted support at individual service level to support care homes; and, more 

recently, home care providers to focus on an aspect(s) of their service that 
required strengthening.  To champion care providers and workers, CaBS will be 
using its Twitter account throughout December for a Christmas Countdown 

celebrating all of the good activities that happen in care homes during the festive 
season.  
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Value for money 

 
22 One Public Estate (Cabinet Member for Finance and Resources)  

The One Public Estate (OPE) West Sussex Partnership was included in the 
national OPE programme in February 2017.  The County Council is the lead 

partner and accountable body for the OPE West Sussex Partnership.  The OPE is 
a public sector programme which aims to bring partners together to maximise 
use, efficiency and value of assets.  The core aims of OPE are revenue savings 

and income generation (including capital receipts), creation of new housing and 
jobs, better integration of public services and rationalisation of the public estate.  

In February the Partnership was awarded £350,000 revenue support to bring 
forward a number of projects across the county.  These were projects in 
Worthing, Shoreham, Crawley, Chichester and Burgess Hill.  A further bid for 

£330,000 was submitted to the Government on 3 November to expand the 
programme to include projects in Horsham (Hurst Road and A24/A264), 

Littlehampton (Maltravers/Fitzalan Road and East Street) and to expand the 
existing Crawley project.  A decision on the bid is expected before Christmas. 
 

23 Windows 10 and Office 365 Rollout – (Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Infrastructure) 

Office 365 will provide a significant upgrade of all Microsoft products (Word, 
Excel, Outlook, etc.) as well as introduce new capabilities (e.g. business social 
media and other collaboration opportunities).  Office 365 is a cloud-based 

subscription service and it is planned to deploy it to the first 500 users in January 
to March 2018.  The remaining user base will be added throughout 2018/19.  

The software is likely to be made available to members of the Council in 
May/June 2018.  The deployment project includes consideration of the impact of 
the new software and throughout the project appropriate training will be offered 

to those who need it.  The software can be used from personally-owned 
equipment, smartphones and tablets as well as Council-owned laptops and PCs 

to enable secure access to information and data by any authorised person, from  

A COUNCIL THAT WORKS FOR 
THE COMMUNITY  
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anywhere at any time.  Whilst Office 365 is not dependent on the installation on 
Windows 10, during the same period all Council-owned laptops and PCs will be 
upgraded to Windows 10.  

 

 
Open and transparent 

 
24 School Funding Consultation 2018/19 (Cabinet Member for 

Education and Skills)  
West Sussex has been allocated indicative additional funding of £23.9m across 
2018/19 and 2019/20 to support the implementation of the new National 

Funding Formula (NFF) for mainstream schools.  The NFF guarantees each school 
a minimum 0.5% per pupil uplift each year and there is an annual cap on funding 

gains of 3%.  However, since the additional NFF monies does not benefit all 
schools uniformly, the County Council does not have to apply the NFF for the 
distribution of funding to schools for 2018/19 and 2019/20, but can devise a 

local formula instead to assist in evening out the variation.  In order to do this, 
the County Council is required to consult schools about its proposed changes to 

funding, to help inform the Cabinet Member decision for 2018/19 school budgets. 
Consultation proposals were published on 13 November and schools were 
required to submit their response by 1 December.  The proposals set out four 

options for the local funding formula and a proposal to transfer approximately 
£2m (the maximum allowed) from the mainstream Schools Budget towards High 

Needs funding.  This is to help ease financial pressure, which is estimated to be 
around £6m in 2018/19.  Feedback from three briefing sessions to explain the 
proposals to schools have indicated that there are concerns about the proposed 

transfer of £2m and that the NFF would not provide sufficient funding, 
particularly for primary schools, to meet current and new cost pressures. 

 

 
Works in partnership 

 
25 100% Business Rate Retention Pilot for 2018/19 (Cabinet Member 
for Finance and Resources) 

The County Council has joined all the district and borough councils in West 
Sussex to submit a bid to the Department of Communities and Local Government 

to become a pilot area for funding from 100% business rate retention in 
2018/19.  West Sussex Members of Parliament, the County Council’s Leader, 
together with the leaders of the district and borough councils, have written to the 

Minister to lobby for support for the West Sussex bid.  The participating 
authorities have had to set out how they will collaborate to use pooled retained 

income to promote further growth across the area.  As a two-tier county, the 
chief executives of both tiers of government have agreed a split of 70% for the 
County Council and 30% of the proceeds for the districts and borough councils. 

This is on the basis that the additional growth will be used jointly on strategic, 
county-wide issues to promote financial stability and sustainability.  Based on the 

best and realistic estimate of business rates proceeds anticipated in 2018/19, the 
overall gain county-wide is estimated at potentially up to £20m in extra funding, 
over the current business rate pool sum.  It is expected that successful 
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applications will be announced just before or alongside the publication of the 
draft local government finance settlement in December. 
 
 

Contact: Helen Kenny, 033022 22532 

 
Background Papers 
 

None  


