
Agenda Item No. 3 
West Crawley County Local Committee  
 
28 June 2012 - At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. in the Longley 
Exhibition Room at Crawley Library, Southgate Avenue, Crawley.  
 
Present: 
 
Mr Quirk, Member for Broadfield (Chairman), Dr Bloom, Member for Southgate & 
Crawley Central, Mr Blake, Member for Gossops Green and Ifield East (arrived at 
7.30pm), Mr Oxlade, Member for Bewbush and Ifield West and Mrs Brenda 
Smith, Member for Langley Green & West Green. 
 
Election of Chairman 
 
1. Following the decision that each County Local Committee (CLC) would 
elect its own Chairman annually the Committee agreed to appoint Mr Quirk as 
Chairman for the West Crawley CLC for the 2012-13 municipal year. 
 
Declarations of Interests 
 
2. In accordance with the Code of Conduct the following interests were 
declared:- 
 
• Dr Bloom and Mr Oxlade declared personal interests in Agenda Item No. 

7, Prevention and Wellbeing Grants, as representatives of Crawley 
Borough Council on Crawley Ethnic Minority Partnership (CEMP). 

• Mrs Smith declared personal interests in Agenda Item No. 7, Prevention 
and Wellbeing Grants: Age UK, Alzheimers’ Society and Carer’s Support 
Service.  

• Mrs Smith also declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 9, 
Community Initiative Funding, as a Patron of the Crawley Mela 
Association. (See also minute 18). 

• Mr Quirk declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item No. 9, Community 
Initiative Funding (Application No. 1825/WC Broadfield and Bewbush 
Children’s Project). (See also minute 21). 

 
Minutes  
 
3. Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 19  
April 2012 be confirmed as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
Urgent Matters 
 
4. The Chairman advised that at the Environmental and Community Services 
Select Committee on 20 June 2012, the Committee approved arrangements for 
consultation and engagement with the public and key stakeholders on the West 
Sussex Fire and Rescue Service’s (WSFRS) proposals for reducing risk in the 
Community in 2013/14 and proposals for saving £2.5million.  He advised that a 
decision by the Cabinet Member for Public Protection was due to be taken in 
early July on whether to commence the consultation. As the CLC was not due to 



meet again until October, which was after the proposed consultation had 
finished, he was pleased to welcome the District Commander for Crawley and 
Mid Sussex, Peter Martin to talk to the meeting. 
 
5. Mr Martin advised that in February 2012 the Cabinet Member for Public 
Protection agreed not to pursue the merger option with East Sussex Fire and 
Rescue Service, mainly due to a lack of essential financial information from 
central Government on future grant allocations. He advised that the WSFRS was 
now faced with the challenge of identifying potential savings of up to £2.5m by 
31 March 2013 without the opportunity provided by the organisational merger. 
He advised that the proposed consultation was due to commence on 12 July and 
run for 10 weeks.  
 
6. Mr Martin advised that the proposals included reductions in support staff 
and managers and changes to some response arrangements, including reviewing 
how to provide cover in the Crawley/Horley area. He advised that Horley Fire 
Station currently had one retained fire engine and Crawley had two immediate 
response vehicles, plus one part-time fire engine. Horley Fire Station was 
previously managed by Surrey FRS and took approximately 2000 calls per year. 
West Sussex took it over in 1982 and it currently received around 120 fire calls a 
year, on its station ground within West Sussex and 270 calls into Surrey, with a 
further 80 calls in to other parts of the county.  
 
7. It cost £1.1m to run annually with £75k funded by Surrey. As part of the 
proposals WSFRS would be looking to merge Crawley and Horley fire engines to 
create a larger team with three immediate response vehicles. This merger would 
save enough to meet the requirements and Crawley would have an improved 
service. He advised that staff briefings would be taking place the following week. 
 
8. The Committee discussed the presentation. Members asked questions 
including:- 

• Asked whether Crawley Fire Station could accommodate three immediate 
response vehicles. Mr Martin confirmed that the additional vehicle could 
be based at Crawley but accommodation was an issue and would need to 
be looked at.  

• Asked about the future of Horley Fire Station.  Mr Martin confirmed that 
the station would not be closed and the urban search and rescue team 
would be retained. It may also be a temporary location for the Police 
search team based at Shoreham Airport.  

• Asked whether there were any opportunities for income generation from 
Gatwick Airport. Mr Martin advised that the airport had its own fire 
appliances but that WSFRS had a legal obligation to attend an incident 
and that arrangement would not change. 

• Raised concerns that the consultation was planned to run over the 
summer period and asked how it would be publicised. Mr Martin advised 
that public meetings had been scheduled and would be publicised through 
all available methods. A consultation document was being produced and 
representatives would be happy to attend other forums. 



9. The Committee thanked Mr Martin for his presentation and agreed that 
the CLC members would forward their comments to the Chairman during the 
consultation process who would forward them to the FRS. 
 
Progress Report 
 
10. The Committee considered a progress statement on matters arising from 
the last meeting (copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
11. A member of the audience raised the issue of the County Council 
withdrawing the subsidy for bus services. It was noted that negotiations were 
still ongoing in Crawley regarding the services that Metrobus would provide and 
that announcements were due to be made shortly. 
 
12. Regarding the request for a change in policy for mandatory no parking on 
all zig zag lines, the Principal Community Officer, Les Gillingham, advised that 
the Civil Enforcement Officers could not enforce incidents of parking in a position 
likely to cause danger or obstruction, where vehicles park on the markings that 
are not backed up with a Traffic Regulation Order. Where there is a TRO they 
can enforce the TRO (i.e. no stopping). 
 
13. Enforcement Officers did not have authority to enforce this. He advised 
that the School Safety Officers were working with schools to encourage 
compliance from parents as this was ultimately an issue of safety. 
 
14. With regard to visitors to Crawley Town Football Club parking on roadside 
verges the Principal Community Officer advised that the Football Club had 
written to the Chief Executive of the County Council and this had been passed on 
to the Traffic Engineers.  He advised that there was a clearway order on the A23 
but this did not cover the verges or footpaths. He did advise, however that the 
Police were considering implementing restrictions from the Pease Pottage 
roundabout up to Cheals roundabout. The Football Club also planned to erect 
signs in the lay-by.  
 
15. Regarding the possibility of a controlled parking zone for Treyford Close 
and Tangmere Road, the Principal Community Officer advised that a meeting had 
taken place between the Traffic Engineer and the Design Team regarding waiting 
restrictions and junction protections and a brief was currently being designed. 
 
16. It was noted that Crawley Borough Councillor Chris Cheshire would 
provide a list of bus stops which need the clearway markings to the Principal 
Community Officer.  
 
Prevention and Wellbeing Grants 
 
17. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director, Public 
Health, Wellbeing & Safeguarding (copy attached to the signed minutes). The 
report identified how Prevention and Wellbeing Grants have been spent in 
2011/12 and indicates the results from the evaluation of the grants for 2012/13.  
It also set out the prevention and wellbeing commissioning objectives for 2012 
to ensure duplication of grant giving and commissioning did not take place.  
 



18. Seth Gottesman, Voluntary Sector Liaison and Development Manager 
introduced the report. The Committee discussed the report and applications.  
 
19. Resolved –  
 

(i) That CLC approves the following grant applications for 2012/13:- 
 

• 4 Sight, £275 
• Age UK West Sussex, £1000 (Part funding) £2500 applied for 
• Alzheimers’ Society, £500  
• CAMEO, £575 
• Carer’s Support Service, £1335 (part funding) £2500 applied for 
• Crawley and East Grinstead Parkinsons, £1000 (part funding) 

£2500 applied for 
• Crawley Darby and Joan Deaf Club, £800 
• Crawley Deaf Social Club, £400 
• Cruse West Sussex Area, £490 
• Eastern Stream Group, £1250 (part funding) £2500 applied for 
• EKTA, £400 (part funding) £1000 applied for 
• Elim Church (BM26), £2000 (part funding) £2250 applied for 
• KWWA, £750 (part funding) £2225 applied for 
• Lifecentre, £175 
• Moving Barriers, £2500 
• RISE, £85 
• SASBAH, £375 
• Swallows over 50, £451 
• Uganda Crawley Community Association, £700 

 
(ii)     That the following applications are declined:-  

 
• CEMP, £2500 High unit cost. 
• Crawley Community Transport, £2500 as the Committee 

considered the organisation could be directed to other 
sources of revenue. 

• Crawley Disability Forum, £2500 Capital project. 
• Crawley Youth Centre, £2500 High unit cost. 
• Elim Church (BM20), £2500 Did not match criteria 
• Living Faith Resource Centre, £2500 applied last year, pump 

priming – refer elsewhere. 
• Princes Trust, £2500 High unit cost. 

 

 
Local Infrastructure Plan – Progress Report 
 
20. The Principal Community Officer, Les Gillingham, introduced a report by 
the Executive Director of Communities and Infrastructure and Head of 
Community and Economic Development (copy attached to the signed minutes).  
The report provided a progress update in relation to the local highways and 
transport priorities identified within the Local Infrastructure Plan for the West 
Crawley County Local Committee. 
 
21. The Committee discussed the report. Members were keen to ensure that 
the study of the scheme to reduce congestion and improve vehicular access at 



the junction of Ifield Drive and Ifield Avenue and connection with Crawley 
Avenue (A23) Roundabout, did not take place during the school holidays as this 
would not provide an accurate reflection of the problems experienced. 
 
22. With regard to the proposed Pedestrian Crossing Facility in Ifield Avenue 
(West of junction with Town Barn Road) to provide safer access between the 
Open Green Space (to the North) and Little Crabtree (to the South), members 
asked whether this could be a toucan crossing. The Principal Community Officer 
agreed to discuss the suggestion with the Signals Team. 
 
23. The Committee questioned how schemes across the county were being 
prioritised. The Principal Community Officer agreed to follow this up and provide 
a response. 
 
24. Resolved – That the Committee notes the progress identified in respect of  

the existing priorities and associated areas of ongoing work. 
 
25. The Committee noted that this was the last CLC meeting that Les 
Gillingham, Principal Community Officer would be attending as he was leaving 
the County Council. The members thanked Les for his support to the CLC and 
wished him well with his future plans. 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
26. The Committee received a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services regarding requests for Community Initiative Funding (copy appended to 
the signed minutes). The report concerned the Community Initiative Fund (CIF), 
which is a County Local Committee (CLC) administered fund that provides 
assistance to local community projects. 
 
Application 1847/WC Sussex Junior Chess 
 
27. Sussex Junior Chess had requested £556 towards various costs for the 
forthcoming chess events, also to support the hardship fund. The Committee 
agreed to allocate £556. 
 
Application 1864/WC Jolly 60’s Bingo 
 
28. Jolly 60’s Bingo had requested £200 for coach hire for a group summer 
outing. The Committee agreed to allocate £200. 
 
Application 1867/WC, Celtic and Irish Cultural Society 
 
29. The Celtic and Irish Cultural Society had requested £1,972 towards a 
Children’s Education and Entertainment Arena for the 17th Crawley Irish 
Festival. The Committee agreed to allocate £1,972.  
 
Application 1885/WC, Crawley Mela Association 
 
30. The Crawley Mela Association had requested £805 towards costs for a 
Lithuanian community dance and music troupe.  
 



31. Mrs Smith declared as prejudicial interest in the application from the 
Crawley Mela Association as a Patron of the organisation and left the room 
accordingly). 
 
32. The Committee agreed to allocate £805.  
 
Application 1825/WC Broadfield & Bewbush Children’s Project 
 
33. The Broadfield & Bewbush Children’s Project had requested £1,000 
towards costs for two youth club events and the purchase of games and 
equipment.  
 
34. The Chairman declared a prejudicial interest in application 1825/WC 
Broadfield & Bewbush Children’s Project and left the room for the consideration 
of this application. 
 
35. The Committee considered that insufficient detail had been provided on 
the costs of the activities that the application related to.  
 
Application 1889/WC Crawley Community & Voluntary Service 
 
36. The Crawley Community & Voluntary Service had requested £455 itemised 
costs associated with a one-off training session for local voluntary groups. The 
Committee considered that the organisation held substantial reserves and that 
the event should be financed by the organisation.  
 
37. Resolved –  
 

(i) That the Committee awards the following funding: - 
 

• £556 to Sussex Junior Chess. 
• £200 to Jolly 60’s Bingo 
• £1,972 to Celtic and Irish Cultural Society 
• £805 to Crawley Mela Association 

 
 

(ii) The Committee declines the following applications:- 
 

• £1,000 to Broadfield & Bewbush Children’s Project. The 
Committee considered that insufficient detail had been 
provided on the costs of the activities that the application 
related to.  

• £455 to Crawley Community & Voluntary Service. The 
Committee considered that the organisation held substantial 
reserves and that the event should be financed by the 
organisation.  

 
Appointment of Authority Governors to Schools  
  
38. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Learning on the 
appointment of Authority Governors (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 



39. Resolved – That the following appointments and reappointments be  
approved:- 

 
Appointments: 
  
i) Mrs M Ericson to St Francis of Assisi Primary School for a 4 year 

term. 
ii) Mrs H Thorne to Gossops Green Primary School for a 4 year 

term. 
 

Re-Appointments: 
 

i) Mr M Elliott to Gossops Green Primary School for a 4 year term 
ii) Mr I Ahmed to Langley Green Primary School for a 4 year term 
iii) Mr M R Sudan to Langley Green Primary School for a 4 year 

term. 
iv) Miss LD Guy to Manor Green Primary School for a 4 year term 
v) Mrs M O’Shea to St Margaret’s CEP School for a 4 year term 

 
‘Talk with Us’ - Open Forum 
 
40. The following answers were given in response to questions about matters 
affecting Crawley residents. 
 
• Crawley Borough Councillor Chris Cheshire Request for consideration of a 

bus shelter for residents of Millfield Court in Ilfield Drive.  It was agreed 
that Cllr Cheshire would email further details to the local member Mr 
Blake who agreed to take the request forward. 

• The issue of signing for the Medical Centre in Ilfield was raised. Mr Blake 
advised that this request was currently being progressed. 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
41. The Committee noted that the next meeting of the Committee would be 
held on 25 October 2012 and not 28 October as stated on the agenda. The 
meeting will be held at Crawley Library. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. 
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