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Worthing County Local Committee 
 
24 October 2012 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 pm at the St 
Paul’s Centre, 55b Chapel Road, Worthing. 
 
Present: Mr Doyle, Mr Rice, Mrs Richards, Mr Rogers, Mr Smytherman 
(Chairman), Mr Stevens, Mrs Waight and Mr Waight.  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr Livermore. 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
42. The Chairman welcomed members and the public to the meeting. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
43. None declared at this stage but see minute 53. 
 
Minutes 
 
44. Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 23 

July 2012 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
Progress Statement 
 
45. The Committee noted the report that provided updates on issues raised at 
previous meetings. 
 
Infrastructure Works Program 
 
46. The Committee noted a report (copy appended to signed minutes) by the 
Director of Communities and Infrastructure and Community and Economic 
Development Manager that provided a progress update in relation to the local 
highways and transport priorities identified within the Local Infrastructure Plan 
(IP) for the Worthing County Local Committee.  The following key issues were 
raised: 

• Budget estimates in the report were subject to change. 
• £7.98m capital funding available across the County but all Worthing’s 

priorities were being funded by section 106 monies.  The Committee 
asked that the distribution of funds be examined again so that at least one 
project in Worthing was funded by capital. 

• The Committee were disappointed and confused that the 20’s Plenty 
consultation was only being carried out across six wards in the town as 
they had made it clear they wanted the consultation to be Borough wide 
and doing small areas at a time could ultimately cost more money. 

• Mr Doyle requested that the ‘gateway’ to Portland Street project was 
added to the Committee’s Infrastructure Plan priorities for the next round 
of consideration as Worthing Borough Council had received £300k of 
Kickstart funding. 

• The Committee asked Brian Morgan, Principal Community Officer, to get 
some answers about the time being taken to move IP priorities forward. 
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• It was questioned whether a blanket countywide TRO could be applied to 
markings outside of schools to make them enforceable?  Andy Ekinsmyth, 
Divisional Manager, informed the meeting that this had been explored but 
for various reasons including a difference in start and finish times this had 
not been possible so far but the Leader of the Council had requested that 
this be looked at again. 

• A resident questioned why there was a Bus Stop situated on crossing 
zigzags in South Farm Road?  Brian Morgan agreed to investigate and 
report back. 

 
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
47. There were a large number of residents in attendance from Ham Road 
that were dissatisfied with the parking arrangements following the introduction 
of the extension to the Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ).  A number of key issues 
were raised: 

• Mothers were unable to park after the school run and night shift workers 
were either having to park in a road that was part of the CPZ and move 
their cars after a couple of hours or park several roads away from their 
homes. 

• Residents suggested that the Committee should exercise their power over 
the TRO to offer non-resident permits to Ham Road residents for £20 
rather than £130 to allow them to park in the roads that had capacity 
within a certain zone.  The Committee were reluctant to do this as it was 
not fair on residents in surrounding roads that were experiencing a similar 
problem.  This process would be lengthy and expensive as the TRO would 
have to go back through full consultation.  A review would be carried out 
six months from implementation and any problems would be identified. 

• Residents who lived within the current CPZ but had not purchased a 
permit were now parking in Ham Road along with a number of staff from 
Worthing Hospital. 

• The residents did not object to the CPZ in principal when responding to 
the consultation but the proposed Double Yellow Lines (DYL) along one 
side of the road which would cut the number of parking spaces 
dramatically.  Mrs Richards, the local member, responded that these had 
to be introduced along one side of the road as people parked on the 
pavements which had to be stopped for the CPZ to be introduced. 

• Pavement parking could potentially be legalised but there was generally a 
problem with the utilities underneath and this meant that the cost was 
usually prohibitive. 

• The residents wanted to know why the CPZ restrictions had been 
introduced on roads either side of them and felt Devonport and Chatham 
Roads should have been excluded from the zone.  Mrs Richards informed 
the meeting that the residents of Devonport and Chatham roads 
submitted a petition to be included in the CPZ as they were suffering from 
over parking. 

• Residents were aggrieved that Chesswood Road was now virtually empty 
of parked cars.  Most houses had access to off road parking so the Ham 
Road residents argued they shouldn’t have been included in the CPZ as if 
it was derestricted the hospital staff could still park there. 

• Residents were keen to know exactly what the County Council were doing 
about resolving the problems now as they appreciated they were not 



Agenda item 3 
 

going to get a CPZ imminently.  Brian Morgan, responded that he would 
carry out a site visit with a traffic engineer to see if there were any short 
term solutions available.  Chris Barrett, Parking Contracts Manager, 
reiterated that a limited number of non-resident permits had been made 
available (not usually sold for the first six months) for residents in Ham 
Road to purchase for £130 per year to allow them to park in roads with 
capacity. 

• The CPZ (or any zone) could not be suspended unless there were health 
and safety grounds or a utility company needed to carry out major works. 

• Residents were keen to ensure that once the review had taken place and 
should inclusion in the CPZ be the preferred option, they were logically 
placed within a zone as they currently fell between two.  Chris Barrett 
reassured residents that any decision about zones would be taken in 
consultation with the residents as officers appreciated that having the 
road split into two zones would be somewhat inconvenient. 

• There was a problem with Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) going both ways 
to access The Range and Carpet Right to the north of Ham Road.  Mrs 
Richards responded that this had been brought up at a Neighbourhood 
Forum meeting and ideally The Range needed to identify one entrance and 
one exit rather than having traffic entering and exiting at two points.  This 
would be looked at by the traffic engineer. 

• The CLC took the decision’s relating to the CPZ based on robust evidence 
and there were no highway safety grounds on which to suspend the zone. 

• The review of the CPZ would extend as far as it needed too and then a 
little bit further.  Officers from the parking team would carry out site visits 
and then set the study area which would be approved by the CLC in 
consultation with the local Borough Councillors. 

 
48. A resident of Salisbury Road with a business in Rowlands Road queried 
whether the County Council had any powers over the timetabling of the night 
buses?  The bus was supposed to carry out its last pick up at Worthing Pier at 
3.50am but was often 15 to 20 minutes late.  The taxi marshalls finish at 4am 
which meant that there had been instances of anti-social behaviour and some 
people not being able to leave the town centre until 5am.  Brian Morgan agreed 
to investigate and report back to the resident and Committee. 
 
49. A Goring resident informed the Committee that there was a serious 
problem with obstructive parking, limiting visibility, on double yellow lines near 
the children’s playground at the southern end of Wallace Avenue.  A child had 
already been knocked down but fortunately wasn’t hurt.  The gentleman 
suggested that the southern end of the road would benefit from the same 
restrictions as the northern end.  The Committee asked Brian Morgan to 
investigate and report back. 
 
50. A resident questioned whether twitterns could be signposted to make 
people more aware of them?  For example five minutes to the town centre.  The 
gentleman was part of a group that wanted to produce a twittern map for the 
Worthing area.  The Committee suggested that the gentleman speak to his local 
member about potential Community Initiative Funding and Brian Morgan agreed 
to go and meet with the resident to discuss the active communities project. 
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51. A Durrington resident raised the issue of two bus stops being opposite 
each other outside Tesco’s causing traffic to back up. The bus stops were due to 
be relocated in May but nothing had progressed.  The bus operator Stagecoach 
was supportive of the proposal.  Mr Rogers, the local member, explained that he 
was on the case and in the next financial year the County Council were going to 
install an additional layby. 
 
52. A resident expressed concern about the sea front cycle route disappearing 
near the end of Wallis Road on the promenade which causes conflict.  The 
resident suggested that this should have been extended 50 to 60 yards down 
the slope and onto the road. 
 
53. In accordance with the code of conduct Mr Smytherman declared a 
personal interest as he had organised a petition to lobby for the completion of 
the scheme and Mr Doyle declared a personal interest as a cyclist who uses the 
route frequently. 
 
54. Mr Doyle informed the Committee that he hadn’t used that stretch of the 
cycle path until recently when he cycled down there and watched cyclists using 
the path.  Most cyclists go down the slope to an area where people are not 
expecting cyclists and suggested that this needed completing a priority.  Mr 
Waight, the local member, agreed to take this forward with the relevant officers. 
 
55. A resident questioned whether twitterns could be named as there was one 
on Western Road which caused confusion for the postman and emergency 
services.  Brian Morgan agreed to take this forward. 
 
Appointment of Local Authority School Governors 
 
56. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Learning (copy 
appended to the signed minutes) that set out proposed nominations to school 
governing bodies and the criteria for their appointment. 
 
57. Resolved - That the following appointment and reappointment be 

approved: 
 

Appointment:  
i. Mr P Peters to Field Place First School for a 4 year term 
 
Re-Appointments: 
i. Mrs AJ Darlington to Whytemead First School for a 4 year 

term 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
58. The Committee had before it a report by the Head of Legal and 
Democratic Services (copy appended to the signed minutes). The report sought 
decisions from the Committee on the applications received under the CIF 
scheme. 
 
 
59.  Resolved –  
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(i) That the following Community Initiative Funding applications be 

approved: 
 
1934/W, Secure Durrington, £1,000, towards itemised costs for a 
bike security project.  
 
1937/W, Sussex International Piano Competition, £3,000, 
contribution towards competition costs 
 
1938/W, Worthing & District Neighbourhood Watch Association, 
£750, towards website expansion costs 
 
1939/W, Worthing Scope, £700, various costs towards a 
community play. 
 
 1941/W Guild Care, £5,000, towards an internal refurbishment 
project. 
 
1945/W Blueprint 22, £1,000, towards a one-off, time limited 
support project for local LGBTU young people 
 
1946/W, Worthing Kids & Dapper Snapper, £500, start-up funding 
for equipment and advertising 

 
1951/W, 4SIGHT, £500, towards printing costs for the 
‘LEARN4SIGHT’ school education packs.  

 
(ii) That the following application be declined: 

 
1944/W, Worthing Mosque £650, for the purchase of directional 
signage, as the CLC has recently awarded the applicant funding for 
a community awareness project.  

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
60. The Committee noted that the next meeting would take place on 
Wednesday 30 January 2012 from 7pm in the Georgian Room, Chatsworth Hotel, 
17-23 The Steyne, Worthing. 
 
The meeting ended at 8.45pm 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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