
   
 

Unconfirmed minutes 
 
Worthing County Local Committee 
 
5 March 2015 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 pm, in the Devonshire 
Room of Chatsworth Hotel, The Steyne, Worthing BN11 3DU. 
 
Present: Mr High (Chairman), Mr Cloake, Mr R Oakley, Mr J Rogers, Mr R Rogers,     
Mr Smytherman (Vice Chairman), Mr Turner and Mr Waight.  
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
95.  The Chairman welcomed members of the public to the meeting and asked the 
Committee and officers in attendance to introduce themselves. 
 
96.  Apologies were received from Mrs Hall. 

 
Declarations of Interest 
 
97.  Mr Smytherman declared an interest in relation to the Community Initiative 
Fund applications (Agenda Item No.10) as a Trustee of Coastal West Sussex Mind and 
as a member of Guildcare.  
 
98. Mr John Rogers declared an interest in relation to the Community Initiative 
Fund applications (Agenda Item No.10) as Vice Chair of the Heene Community Centre. 
 
Minutes 
 
99. Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 14             

January 2015 be approved as a correct record and that they be 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
Progress Statement 
 
100. The Committee noted the progress statement. 
 
“Talk With Us” Open Forum 
 
101.  The Chairman explained that members of the public could raise any issues they 
wished in the Talk With Us Open Forum, including matters relating to the two agenda 
items on parking. However, once the actual agenda items were being considered any 
discussion or debate was limited to Members only.   
 
102. Members of the public raised the following points about the review of Town 
Centre parking controls: 
 

- A representative from the Warwick Road, Alfred Place and York Road (WAPY) 
Parking Committee agreed that the existing restrictions in Zones A and B 
should remain unchanged but argued that there was a special case for 
extended restrictions in Zone C, as the majority of those consulted had 
indicated a preference for restrictions to apply until 9pm on weekdays and 
Sundays. It was also suggested that: 



   
 

- any concerns about resulting displacement into other zones were ill-
founded, as visitors would use town centre car parks rather than 
parking in nearby zones;  

- the current provisions were unfair to local airline workers who are 
unable to find parking spots when their shifts finished; 

- multi-story car parks would remain empty as long as visitors had the 
option to park on the streets and this created a lost revenue stream;  

- daily visitor permits would be ineffective as the bays are always full 
anyway; and 

- there should be a trial period of extended restrictions in Zone C. 
 

• A number of other Zone C residents explained that: 
- under the current provisions they felt unable to use their cars in the 

evening or at weekends;  
- having to search out a parking space in the evening was stressful and if 

the outcome was a parking spot that was a 10-15 minute walk away and 
you have shopping etc it could mean two or three trips back and forth;  

- they were having to pay for parking permits that they could not fully 
utilise; and 

- it felt like the needs of visitors were being given greater credence than 
those of local council tax payers. 

 
• A Warwick Road resident agreed that parking had always been a problem in 

Zone C and he understood that businesses were concerned in case extending 
the restrictions damaged trade, however he did not believe this was the case, 
as visitors could use the cheap multi-story car parks. It was also pointed out 
that residents spent considerable sums in the local shops too. 
 

• A vicar of a local church explained that whilst he had sympathy with the desire 
to park close to home, many of his congregation were elderly and/or had 
mobility issues and introducing Sunday parking restrictions would cause them 
great difficulties. 
 

• A regular Sunday visitor to the area wondered if the Borough Council could 
offer local residents free parking in the multi-story car parks and thereby 
mitigate the need for extending the restrictions. 
 

• A resident highlighted that in the last week new signs had appeared in Zone C 
stipulating the same restrictions with only slightly different wording. Some 
members of the audience inferred that this meant that a decision on Item 7 had 
already been reached by the committee.  
 

• An ex Borough councillor said that he felt that the documentation about the 
proposals was difficult to understand and had not addressed the concerns of the 
local community. He also suggested that the comments being made indicated a 
lack of consultation and that no decision should be made until further 
consultation had been undertaken. 
 

103.   Members of the public raised the following points about the parking review in 
parts of Broadwater and East Worthing: 
 



   
 

• that a number of additional roads should be included within the proposed 
scheme in East Worthing; 

 
• that permit holders should be allowed to park in a greater variety of roads; and 

 
• that in Ham Road, issues with yellow lines across peoples driveways and the 

use of passing bays needed to be addressed within the review. 
 

104.   A resident asked about the sign on the A27 that still classified Titnore Lane as 
an “A” Road and if progress was being made on introducing speed and weight 
restrictions.  Mike Thomas (Highways Officer) confirmed that Titnore Lane was a “B” 
Road and that WSCC had requested that the Highways Agency put a patch on the 
sign. He advised that introducing weight and speed restrictions on the lane required a 
Type B (complex) Traffic Regulation Order that were subject to assessment criteria, 
consideration of which was on-going.  
 
105.    The Chairman clarified that the review of Worthing Town Centre parking 
controls had been subject to the necessary consultation, the results of which were 
detailed in the report to be considered by the Committee under Agenda Item No.7.     
 
106 The Chairman thanked everyone for their comments and explained that he had 
used his discretion to extend by 30 minutes the time given to the talk with us open 
forum agenda item, as he wanted make sure that everyone had ample opportunity to 
express any comments or concerns they may have. He asked the public present if 
there was anything else anybody wanted to add, to which there was no response. 
 
Worthing – Review of Town Centre Parking Controls – Traffic Regulation 
Order (TRO). 
 
107.  The Committee considered a report by the Director of Highways and Transport 
(copy appended to the signed minutes) on the options to vary the days and hours of 
operation of parking controls within Worthing Town Centre. 
 
108.  The Chairman asked Mr Davy (Parking Strategy Team) to introduce the report 
and the following points were made: 
 

• Worthing was not unique in having parking problems and the issues raised by 
the audience tonight cut across the whole of the County. Mr Davy did 
sympathise with all of the concerns raised by local residents and stated that 
zones in the Chichester parking scheme had been extended later into the 
evening and so the same could happen in Worthing, if that was what was 
decided. However, it was his job to outline the concerns raised during the 
consultation as well as any potential risks of extending the hours of control; 
 

• The County Council was keen to maximise the parking capacity from the 
available road space and in the last five years, two separate projects in Zones 
A/B/C had created an additional 401 parking spaces (either daytime or 
overnight through the downgrading of double yellow lines);  and 
 

• There were known capacity issues within Zone C, as there were 280 available 
spaces for which 320 parking permits had been issued with 13 people on a 
waiting list. Whilst it was accepted that not everyone parked with a permit at 



   
 

the same time, it was therefore not certain that extending the hours/days of 
restriction would actually create additional spaces for residents. 
 

109.  In response to questions raised by the audience in the talk with us open forum, 
Mr Davy confirmed that: 

• the consultation  had generated 231 responses from Zone A, 265 from Zone B 
and 211 from Zone C and in general terms this was a good response rate:  
 

• the recent signing works undertaken in Zone C and other areas were not 
connected to the proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) but were part of a 
separate exercise to update and improve signage within the Worthing parking 
scheme and ensure it matched other schemes across the county. Mr Davy 
confirmed that if the Committee choose to make changes to the proposed 
restrictions in Zone C, then the signs could be easily altered;  
 

• no predetermination on the outcome of the proposals in item 7 has been made 
by the Parking Strategy Team and/or members of the committee; and 
   

• Mr Davy also commented that a number of other options could be investigated 
in order to try and reduce the demands for space in Zone C. These included 
more rigorous enforcement, use of permits in neighbouring zones, running 
parking bays across driveways and exploring the possibility of lower off-street 
parking charges with the Borough Council.  

 
110.  The Chairman invited comments from the Committee and the local Member for 
East Worthing made the following comments: 
  

• if parking permits were being provided for residents then there should really be 
an effective way for them to use them; 
 

• there were real difficulties for residents of Zone C on Sundays and in the 
evenings, that needed to be addressed; 
  

• that there was little scope to increase on-street parking in Zone C, so visitors 
should be encouraged to use the off-street car-parking facilities that the 
Borough had provided; 
 

• that Committee Members should look at what was the best fit for residents, 
which would probably be the best fit for Worthing at the end of the day; 
 

• that he could not support the single recommendation made in the report and 
moved four amendments, these being to: 

- maintain the existing days and hours of control in Zone A 
- maintain the existing days and hours of control in Zone B 
- extend hours of control in Zone C to 8pm Monday to Saturday 
- extend days of control in Zone C to include Sundays and Bank 

Holidays 
 
111.  Members agreed that the existing days and hours of control in Zones A and B of 
the Worthing Town Centre Residents Parking Scheme should be maintained. 
 



   
 

112. Members expressed sympathy for residents of Zone C and the following 
comments were made: 
 

• it was unclear if adopting further restrictions in Zone C would solve the 
underlying capacity issue, as there were 280 spaces and 320 permits plus 13 
people on a waiting list, meaning that even under a permits only scheme there 
could still be 53 people who wanted to park but were unable to do so; and 
 

• totally restricting on-street parking to permit holders was difficult as the roads 
were paid for by all residents and we should not be forcing visitors into car 
parks. 

 
113.  Members agreed by majority not to extend the hours of control in Zone C of the 
Worthing Town Centre Residents Parking Scheme to 8pm Monday to Saturday. 
 
114.  Members agreed by majority not to extend the days of control in Zone C of the 
Worthing Town Centre Residents Parking Scheme to include Sundays. 
 
115.  Resolved – That, the Committee agrees to maintain the existing hours and days 

of control applicable to resident parking within zones A, B and C of 
the Worthing Town Centre Residents Parking Scheme.  

 
116.  The Chairman was asked to write to Worthing Borough Council to request that 
planning applications should include consideration of the impact of known parking 
issues in Worthing.   
 
Worthing Parking Review – Broadwater and East Worthing. 
 
117.  The Committee considered a report by the Director of Highways and Transport 
(copy appended to the signed minutes) on the next steps for changes to parking in 
parts of East Worthing and Broadwater. 
 
118.  The Chairman asked Mr Davy to introduce the report and the following points 
were made: 
 

• consultation had taken place on proposals for an extended Residents Parking 
Scheme in East Worthing, alongside proposals  for additional yellow line; 
 

• restrictions in Broadwater and a small number of other changes to the existing 
parking scheme in both of these areas; and 
 

• overall the consultation generated a 29% response rate, of these: 36% were in 
support of the proposals; 22% were supportive subject to changes being made; 
and 41% objected. 

 
119.  The Chairman invited comments from Members of the Committee and the 
proposal was supported, subject to the following minor amendments: 
 

• Zones M and O should be amalgamated to create a single Zone M, allowing 
residents and visitors to park in a greater number of Roads; 
 



   
 

• Archibald Road, Ham Close, Ham Way, Oakleigh Close, Oakleigh Road, Ophir 
Road, Pages Lane, Pembroke Close and Sompting Road should all be included 
within the proposals; 
 

• there should be a review of restrictions in each of the remaining roads in the 
interests of creating more parking spaces for residents as well as ensuring the 
free flow of traffic. 

 
120.  Resolved – to authorise the Director of Law, Assurance and Strategy to formally 

advertise modified proposals for parking in Broadwater and East 
Worthing, including Archibald Road, Ham Close, Ham Way, Oakleigh 
Close, Oakleigh Road, Ophir Road, Pages Lane, Pembroke Close and 
Sompting Road and subject to there being no objections after formal 
advertisement, bring the Traffic Regulation Order into operation   

 
Wild Life 2015 Music Festival at Shoreham Airport. 
 
121. The Chairman asked Mike Thomas (Highways Officer) to give a verbal update 
on the Wild Life Music Festival and the following points were made: 
 

• the festival would be held at Shoreham Airport on the 6 and 7 June 2015; 
• there were a number of headline acts and audience numbers were expected to 

be around 35,000; 
• visitors would be encouraged to arrive/depart by train and coaches would 

collect and drop off festival goers at selected points; 
• there will be a Festival Open Day at Shoreham Academy from 6.30pm till 9pm 

on the 25 March 2015.    
 
Community Initiative Funding  
 
122. The Committee received a report on Community Initiative Funding by the 
Director of Law, Assurance and Strategy (copy appended to the signed minutes). 

 
123.  Resolved – That the following Community Initiative Funding applications be 
 

(i) Approved: 
 
578/W - Worthing Street Pastors, £770.00 towards supplies and equipment. 
 
579/W - Worthing Neighbourhood Watch Association, £2,000.00 towards the costs 
of a gazebo, 50 street signs and 4 sail flags. 

 
584/W - High Salvington Residents Association, £2,000.00 to purchase and install 
a defibrillator. 

 
596/W - Worthing Mencap, £1,540.00 for educational trips and craft materials. 

 
618/W - Coastal West Sussex MIND, £940.00 to purchase 4 laptops. 

 
635/W - Worthing WOW, £5,000.00 to purchase equipment and run events and 
school visits. 

 



   
 

636/W – Friends of Heene Cemetery, £580.00 to purchase four fruit trees and two 
beehives. 

 
638/W – Men Sheds Worthing, £2,200.00 to set-up an art workshop and purchase 
digital imagery equipment.       

 
667/W - NCT Worthing, £900.00, towards the continuation of the Breastfeeding 
Support Drop in. 

 
668/W - Heene Community Association, £2,000.00 to provide an on site 
defibrillator. 

 
(ii) Declined:  
 
629/W - Transition Town Worthing, £2,500.00 to purchase stock for the Your 
Community Energy Shop as the Committee felt this was outside the CIF criteria. 

 
661/W - Bradbury Wellbeing Centre, £5,000.00 to run a Sunday Lunch Club, as the 
Committee noted that the Centre had significant reserves and therefore should be 
able to fund the project from these resources. 

 
(iii) The Committee agreed to donate £4,150.03 to the Worthing Food bank 

 
Appointment of Authority School Governors 
 
124. Members received a report by the Strategic Commissioner for Learning (copy 
appended to the signed minutes) regarding the appointment of Authority School 
Governors. 
 
125.  Resolved – That:  

(i)         the following appointment be made under the 2007 
Regulations: 

 
Mrs J Stacey to Downsbrook Middle School for three year term  

 
(ii) the following reappointment be made under the 2012 
Regulations: 
 
Mr J Daughtery to Durrington First and Middle Federation for a four 
year term 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
126. The next meeting of the Committee would take place on Wednesday 10 June 
2015 at 7pm at the Bradbury Wellbeing Centre, Robin Road, Goring-by-Sea, West 
Sussex, BN12 6E15. 
 
127.  The meeting ended at 9.20pm. 
 
 
 
Chairman. 
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