
Agenda Item No. 3 

South Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
16 September 2014 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7pm, Albourne Village 
Hall, Albourne. 

 
Present: Mr Barrett-Miles (Burgess Hill Town), Mr Griffiths (Chairman) 
(Hurstpierpoint and Bolney) and Mr Petch (Hassocks and Victoria). 
 
Apologies: Mrs Jones (Burgess Hill East) 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
31.  In accordance with the Members Code of Conduct, the following interests 
were declared:  

 Mr Barrett Miles as a Burgess Hill Town Councillor and Member of the 
Burgess Hill Development Board in relation to the A2300 Corridor 
Improvements 
 
 Mr Griffiths as a resident of Malt House Lane in relation to the Progress 
Statement and Member of the Burgess Hill Development Board in relation to 
the A2300 Corridor Improvements. 

 
Minutes 
 
32.  Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 
June 2014 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
Urgent Matters 
 
33.  The Chairman stated that since the publication of the agenda, the applicant 
had lowered their requested sum for CIF application 432/SMS. The new total was 
£1,068.12. This would be considered alongside other applications at agenda item 
eight.  
 
Progress Statement 
 
34.  The Committee considered the statement of progress following the June 2014 
meeting and the Infrastructure Plan and 2013/14 Community Issues List (copy 
appended to signed minutes). 
  
35.  The Democratic Services Officer read a statement from Oakmeeds 
Community College website confirming that headline examination results had 
increased from 50 to 55 per cent. There were notable increases in English 
Language, Triple Science, Business Studies and Photography. 
 
36.  The Chairman informed the meeting that work was progressing on the  
Ladybrook Spring through a partnership between the County Council, Fulking Parish 
Council and local volunteer groups. He also confirmed that Community Initiative 
Funding had been allocated to fund a pilot replacement service operated by 
Bluebird Community Transport following Metrobus’s withdrawal of the 34/35 
services in Burgess Hill. 
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37.  Members commented on the following schemes on the Community Issues 
list: 

• The member for Burgess Hill Town emphasised the importance of scheme 
7 (London Road) and requested that works were given the highest 
priority.  

• Noted that scheme 12 (Isaacs Lane) was within the Central Mid Sussex 
CLC boundary and should be removed from the list.  

• Queried whether scheme 21 (Standford Avenue) should be considered as 
part of a wider IP Scheme.  

• Requested that that Albourne Parish Council were kept informed of 
progress on scheme 22 (Albourne Equestrian Centre) 

 
38. Members also noted a number of additional issues, these included: 

• Malthouse Lane/ Gatehouse Lane – the removal of residual 40mph speed 
limit signs was requested.  

• Park Wood, A281 – sought clarification as to whether a developer had 
created an illegal exit at Poynings/Henfield, contrary to Mid Sussex 
District Council’s planning guidelines.  

 
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
39. The Chairman invited questions and comments from members of the public, 
which included:  
 

• A Hassocks Parish Councillor requested consideration be given to CLC 
funding for a community transport pilot in Hassocks, for elderly residents 
accessing London Road, similar to the Bluebird trial in Burgess Hill. – The 
Chairman responded that discussions could be held with potential 
operators, however it was important to first assess the trial in Burgess 
Hill. 

 
A2300 Corridor Improvements.  
 
40. The Principal Planner introduced the report (copy appended to signed 
minutes) and provided a presentation on the background, aims and future traffic 
modelling for the corridor and outlined the Consultant’s potential improvement 
options (slides attached to signed minutes). 
   
41.  Members made a number of comments, including those that follow. They: 

• Queried the status of Job’s Lane under the proposals. The Principal 
Planner responded that the recommendation was that the Lane north of 
the A2300 would be stopped up at the junction with the A2300. 
Bishopstone Lane, which is currently stopped up would remain so.  

• Expressed concern that the proposals could lead to an increase in west-
east traffic and could lead to a Hickstead Lane – Bolney Chapel ratrun. 
Measures to prevent this should be considered.  

• Noted that Hurstpierpoint could be adversely affected by increased traffic 
north-south as a replacement route to and from Gatwick Airport. 
Emphasised that consideration should be given to measures to mitigate 
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against increased traffic in Hurstpierpoint relating to this issue and also 
ongoing development.    

• Recommended that Hurstpierpoint be included in discussions within the 
Burgess Hill Development Board.  

42.  Members of the audience also made comments, including those that follow: 

• Sought clarification regarding the transport modelling employed for the 
study – The Principal Planner confirmed that the study area was much 
larger than the map shown (copy appended to signed minutes) and that 
all roads had been taken account of, providing a holistic overview for 
modelling. Modelling was based upon projected traffic increases to 2031.  

• Expressed concern regarding the impact of additional traffic on the the 
two-way north-bound A23 junction slip road, which was already 
dangerous and the A272 slip road further north. – The Principal Planner 
responded that both junctions were maintained by the Highways Agency 
and that they were being consulted throughout the process.   

• Queried whether dualling of the A2300 would encourage distribution units 
and other additional development, thus generating further traffic 
pressures.  

• Noted that the blocking of Job’s Lane would remove a route for displaced 
traffic in the event of an accident and suggested that consideration could 
also be given to routing a cycle path along the Lane.  

• Expressed concern that the local distributor road (from the new link road 
roundabout to Jane Murray Way) could be used as a local ratrun as it 
would be a shorter, quicker route for local traffic.  

43.  Resolved – that the comments above be submitted to the Cabinet Member 
for Highways and Transport for further consideration of the potential scenarios and 
recommend that Hurstpierpoint is included in the Burgess Hill Development Board.   
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
44. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Law, Assurance and 
Strategy (copy appended to the signed minutes) which detailed applications for 
Community Initiative Funding. The Committee debated the respective merits of the 
projects for which funding was sought.  
 
45.   Resolved –  

a) That the following awards were made: 

396/SMS, £5,000, Hassocks Amenity Association, towards the costs of the 
regeneration project at Spitalford Bridgeling. Members requested that 
consideration be given to a plaque to acknowledge contributors for the project.  
 
398/SMS, £600, Speak Up, towards the costs of purchasing an ipad and 
updating a laptop. Members recommended that the applicant approach Burgess 
Hill Town Council for the remainder of the funding.  
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432/SMS £1,068.12, towards a new community noticeboard and planting at the 
War Memorial.  
 

 
Authority School Governors 
 
46.   The Committee considered a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
47. Resolved – that  South Mid Sussex County Local Committee reappoint Mr V 
Cowdell to Windmills Junior School for a four year term. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
48.  The next meeting will be held at a date and venue to be confirmed.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.00 pm. 
 
 
Chairman 
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