
Agenda Item No. 3 
 

South Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
10 September 2013 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7pm, Hurstpierpoint 
Village Centre, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex. 
 
Present: Mr Barratt-Miles, Mr Griffiths (Chairman), Mrs Jones and Mr Petch. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 

29. The Chairman invited members of the Committee to introduce themselves 
and welcomed all to the meeting.   

 
Declarations of Interest 
 
30.  Mrs Jones declared a personal interest in relation to the Authority School 
Governors 
 
Minutes 
 
31. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 10 
June 2013 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
Urgent Matters 
 
32.  With the agreement of the Chairman an application from Mrs Jones for her 
appointment as a school governor would be considered by the CLC under agenda 
item 12. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
33.  Regarding minute 10 on the EoN Rampion Offshore Wind farm, the 
Chairman advised that there was a Local Liaison Group of residents meeting on 18 
September 2013. He would press for an update on the traffic management 
proposals in time for the next meeting. 
 
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
34.  The Committee received a petition to reduce the speed of traffic in 
Malthouse Lane.  
 
35.  Mr Griffiths declared an interest as a resident of Malthouse Lane. 
 
36. Members agreed to add this road to the list of potential traffic regulation 
orders that would be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
37. A resident commented that the current air quality monitoring at Stone Pound 
crossroads was not being carried out in accordance with Department of Food and 
Rural Affairs guidelines. It was understood that this was actually being carried out 
by the Environmental Health Department of Mid Sussex District Council. The 
Chairman would ensure that the resident’s concerns were made known to the 



District Council. 
 
38.  Members of the public commented on the reduction in the size of the 
“strategic gap” between Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint. Despite some evidence of 
potentially significant archaeology the gap between the two villages had reduced 
over the years to about 600m near London Road. The Chairman commented that 
he thought that the County Archaeologist had carried out a study into the area. He 
would check whether this was simply a “desk top” assessment or a more detailed 
field study. 

 
39. There were no current applications by Gleesons for development of any land 
within the Strategic Gap and it was hoped that the District Council’s Local Plan 
would be determined before any application was made as this might strengthen the 
status of the Gap. 
 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) Process  
 
40.  The CLC received the report by the Director of Service Operations on the 
proposed new process to progress TROs that were priorities for CLCs (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). 
 
41. Members requested a copy of the list that would effectively be scrapped so 
they could assess which schemes still needed to be progressed. Information on the 
assessed “score” of each TRO would also be helpful. 
 
42. Members did not agree with a proposal for one of them to be appointed as a 
“TRO Champion” for the South Mid Sussex area as they would all champion the 
need for TROs within their respective Divisions. 
 
43. The report was noted. 
 
Infrastructure Plan Update 
 
44. The CLC received the report by the Director of Communities Commissioning 
(copy appended to the signed minutes) on the new highways and transport 
priorities. 
 
45.  Members felt that they did not have enough information on any of the four 
priorities listed in Appendix A and therefore supported all four being included. The 
CLC noted the potential impact of the significant lorry traffic from the EoN Rampion 
Offshore Wind farm development could have on Bolney Village from late 2014 or 
early 2015 and requested that the proposed pedestrian crossing be brought forward 
to 2014/15 and commenced as soon as possible in that year. 
 
46.  Resolved –  
 

1. That the inclusion of the new highways and transport priorities set out in 
appendix A be approved and that the Cabinet Member for Highways and 
Transport be requested to bring the proposal for the pedestrian crossing 
on the A272 at Bolney forward for development in early 2014/15. 
 

2. That the current Community Issues List at appendix A be noted.  
 



3. That schemes in the Community Issues List be progressed if: 
a. there is local member and community support and  
b. either the County Council can deliver such schemes without 

detriment to the agreed priorities in the Infrastructure Plan or there 
is an alternative means of delivering them and where S106 or 
alternative funding is available.  
 

4. That progress with the IP priorities and any scheme developed in the 
Community Issues List be reported to the CLC at least annually. 

 
Active Communities (Local Communities Highways Improvement Work) 
 
47. The CLC was pleased to note the excellent work of local volunteer groups in 
Bolney, Sayers Common, Hassocks, Pyecombe and Burgess Hill whose principal 
aims were to maintain the local environment for the benefit of the residents. 
 
Operation Watershed Activities 

 
48.  The CLC received and noted the report by the Director of Service Operations 
on progress with Operation Watershed in the South Mid Sussex area (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). The Chairman encouraged all Members of the 
CLC to put forward suitable projects in their Divisions for funding. 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
49.  Members received the report by the Head of Law and Governance on 
applications for Community Initiative Funding (copy appended to the signed 
minutes). 
 
50. Members expressed their reservations about the suitability and timing of the 
Hurstpierpoint Society’s application to fund tree planting. 
 
51. Mr Barratt-Miles declared a personal interest as a member of ChildHelp 
Hassocks charity and suggested that the Golden Lion Children’s Trust application 
might be more appropriately supported by that charity. 
 
52.   Resolved that –  

 
a. Application 93/SMS Hurstpierpoint Society for £2500 towards tree 

planting be deferred to the spring 2014 as if agreed now, funding would 
not be spent within six months. 

b. Application 111/SMS Bolney Volunteers, £2500 for the purchase of tools 
for vegetation control on public routes be approved 

c. Application 117/SMS Golden Lion Children’s Trust £360 towards charter of 
the Bluebell Santa Special be declined and they be directed to the 
ChildHelp Hassocks Trust for funding 

d. Application 129/SMS Pakyns Court Pedestrian Crossing, £1238 towards a 
pedestrian access point (dropped kerb) be approved 
 

 
 
 
 



Authority School Governors 
 
53.  The Committee noted a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy attached to the signed minutes) that set out proposed 
nominations to school governing bodies and the criteria for their appointment. 
Members also considered a late application from Mrs Ann Jones for appointment to 
Oakmeeds Community College. 
 
54.  Resolved –  

a. That the appointment of Mrs. D Torde-Gaskin to St Wilfrid’s Primary 
School, Burgess Hill be deferred to the following meeting pending the 
local Member receiving the necessary paperwork from Governor Services 
about the applicant 

b. That the reappointment of Mrs. S Knight to Oakmeeds Community College 
be declined 

c. That the appointment of Mrs. A Jones to Oakmeeds Community College 
for a four year term be approved. 

  
Date of Next Meeting 
 
55.   Tuesday 26 November 2013 at a venue to be arranged. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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