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South Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
26 November 2014 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7pm, Downlands 
Community School, Hassocks. 

 
Present: Mr Barrett-Miles (Burgess Hill Town), Mrs Jones (Burgess Hill East),  
Mr Griffiths (Chairman), (Hurstpierpoint and Bolney) and Mr Petch (Hassocks and 
Victoria). 
 
The Chairman welcomed Rose Hetherton, Headteacher at Downlands Community 
School, Hassocks. Mrs Hetherton updated the meeting on the HKD / Downlands 
Solar Panel Project which had been launched on 8 November. HKD Energy is 
developing community-owned renewable energy projects in our villages of 
Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint, Keymer and Ditchling. She advised that the project had 
been looking to raise £100k and had achieved £130k within a week and half. It is a 
joint community scheme and one of the first in the country. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
49.  No interests were declared.  
 
Minutes 
 
50.  Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 
September 2014 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
51.  The Committee considered the statement of progress following the 
September 2014 meeting and the Infrastructure Plan and 2013/14 Community 
Issues List (copy appended to signed minutes). 
  
52.  Members discussed the Progress Statement:- 
 

• Park Wood, A281 Ponying’s/Henfield: Illegal Access – The Assistant 
Highway Manager (AHM) reported that Highways had been in contact with 
the owner who was now complying with the legal requirements for 
access. 

• Malthouse Lane/ Gatehouse Lane – the removal of residual 40mph speed 
limit signs. The Principal Community Officer advised that there were some 
discrepancies with the Traffic Regulation Order which were being looked 
into. The Order only referred to Hurstpierpoint and the end of the road is 
now classed as Burgess Hill.  He confirmed that the 40mph signage was 
no longer valid and could legally be removed. The Chairman reported that 
a local resident had designed a poster to encourage drivers to slow down 
because of horse riders and agreed to ask that the Operation Crackdown 
phone number be included. 

• Albourne Equestrian Centre – The Chairman invited a representative to 
briefly talk about the work of the Centre. The Centre had recently 
received funding from the Members Big Society Fund and was in 
discussions with the County Council, Mid Sussex District Council and 
Horsham District Council teams on partnership work aimed at developing 
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positive activities for young people, particularly those not in education, 
employment or training, (NEET) and those with learning disabilities. 
Activities were aimed at building emotional intelligence through horse 
riding. Young people from various agencies had already participated in a 
taster session held in July which proved very popular and was over-
subscribed.   
The Centre was also undertaking outreach work to local communities e.g. 
pony club/Riding for the Disabled. Some facilities were in need of 
updating e.g. toilet/changing facilities. The Centre planned to promote 
two anti-bullying products to schools in the New Year, primarily to 
primary schools and to children in transition from school to college.  The 
representative thanked the County Council for the funding and confirmed 
that an open day was due to be held and that members would be invited. 
The member for Burgess Hill East asked whether the Centre was linking 
with the County Council’s Schools Coordinator and suggested that it 
would be helpful if School Governors were aware of the opportunities 
offered by the Centre. 

 
53. The Chairman commended the AHM on the excellent guidance note on 
flooding, attached to the Progress Statement. AHM urged members of the public to 
report any blocked gullies and urged Committee members to promote and 
encourage people to report gullies that needed clearing.   
 
54. A Hurstpierpoint resident referred to a void under the road in Highfield Drive, 
Hurstpierpoint. The AHM agreed to look in to the concerns raised. Following 
questions from the local resident he also confirmed that private roads were not the 
County Council’s responsibility but a local responsibility and asked the resident to 
report a specific blocked gully via the contact details on the guidance note.  
 
55. Members commented on the following schemes on the Community Issues 
list: 
 

• The member for Burgess Hill East emphasised the importance of scheme 
2 (Junction Road) on the grounds of safety as heavy vehicles from the 
new development would be using the road  and would have difficulty 
turning due to vehicles parked too close to the junction. 

• The member for Burgess Hill Town requested an update on scheme 5 
(Leylands Road). The Principal Community Officer agreed to provide 
details. 

• The member for Burgess Hill East requested an update on scheme 21 
(Footpaths on Junction Road). The Assistant Highway Manager agreed to 
provide details. 
 

56. Members also discussed possible additional schemes:- 
 

• The Chairman tabled a hand-out from The Torch in Hurstpierpoint which 
he explained was a facility offering resources and activities for blind and 
partially sighted people. He advised that there were safety problems with 
regards to access and asked what could be done to make the access to 
and from the facility safe, particularly for people walking and using 
wheelchairs. Members discussed the issue and agreed to add the scheme 
to the Community Issues List for investigation.  
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• The local member for Burgess Hill East advised that a public meeting had 
been held the previous evening to discuss proposals for the future of the 
Burnside Centre, a facility for adults with Learning Disabilities. Members 
agreed to add it to the Community Issues List for further discussion.  

 
57. A Hurstpierpoint resident thanked officers for their part in the work to resurface  
Western Road, Hurstpierpoint and the road to Hassocks. 
 
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
58. There were no questions raised under this item. 
 
Five Communities Plan – Vision for Future of Local NHS Care & Health and  
Wellbeing Services 
 
59. The Committee received a presentation (copy attached to the signed 
minutes) from representatives of the Horsham and Mid Sussex Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) on the Five Communities Plan. The Plan set out a 
vision for the future of local NHS care and health and wellbeing services, including 
services provided in GP Practices and the community and NHS buildings.  
 
60. Dr Simon Dean, Clinical Director for the CCG and a GP for Horsham 
introduced the presentation. Barry Young, Chief Finance Officer and Nicky 
Cartwright, Programme Director were also in attendance to answer questions.  
Nicky Cartwright commented that the CCG was working with Patient Participation 
Groups to review the options and was interested to receive feedback on what 
affected access to services. 
 
61. A set of answers to questions raised by the Committee prior to the meeting 
were tabled (copy attached to the signed minutes).  
 
62. Members discussed the presentation, asked questions and made a number of 
comments, including those that follow:- 

• Queried what the long term solution was for Crawley and Horsham 
hospitals. Dr. Dean replied that the CCG would want to encourage less 
activity in traditional District General Hospitals but more patient care 
within the community and nearer to the patient’s home.  Highly 
specialised services, such as for stroke, heart and major trauma, needed 
to be located in centres such as Brighton.  This might mean greater 
distances to travel for some patients but the specialist care there would 
be world class with much better outcomes for patients. The best outcomes 
were achieved where functions were performed 365 days a year. 
However, he added that a conversation was needed about travel times. 

• Expressed concern at the lack of children’s services in Mid Sussex and 
suggested there was a need for some more joining up of services e.g. GPs 
directing people to other often non NHS support services. 

• Emphasised the need for hospitals to be located in towns to enable 
relatives/friends to visit patients, particularly elderly people. Dr Dean 
confirmed that a large GP presence would be retained in towns. He agreed 
that transport links were vital. 
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• Expressed concern that the plan was intrinsically missing rural areas. 

• The Chairman advised that there may be some supplementary questions 
submitted in response to the written answers tabled at the meeting. 

 
63. The Chairman thanked the CCG representatives for their presentation and 
attendance at the meeting. 
 
Authority School Governors 
 
64. The Committee considered a report by the Strategic Commissioner for 
Learning which included a list of current Authority Governor Ofsted reports (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). 
 
65. The Committee also had before it a summary of the most recent Ofsted reports 
for schools in the CLC area. 
 
66. The Chairman provided a verbal update on the special measures inspection 
of Oakmeeds Community College. He advised that the latest inspection review letter 
and monitoring inspection report would be published on the Ofsted website. 
Additional Ofsted Inspectors visited the college on 5-6 November. The inspection 
was the second monitoring inspection since the college became subject to special 
measures in January 2014. The Inspector’s letter stated that ‘Having considered all 
the evidence, I am of the opinion that at this time that: 
 

• The college is making reasonable progress towards the removal of special 
measures.  

• The local authority’s statement of action is fit for purpose.  

• The college may not appoint newly qualified teachers before the next 
monitoring inspection. 

67. Resolved – that the Committee approves the reappointment of Mrs M C  
Turner to Oakmeeds Community College for a four year term and the 
appointment of Mrs E Bingham to Gattons Infant School for a four year 
term under the 2007 Regulations. 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
68. The next meeting will be held at 7pm on Tuesday 24 February 2015 at a 
venue to be confirmed.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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