
Agenda item 4 

South Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
17 April 2012 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7pm at Twineham C of E 
Primary School, Church Lane, Twineham. 
 
Present: Mr P Griffiths, Mrs S Knight, Mrs H Ross (Chairman), Dr. C Wilsdon. 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
1. The Chairman introduced the Committee and Officers and welcomed all to 
the meeting.   
 
Declarations of Interest 

2. Mrs. Knight declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 8, Community 
Initiative Funding application #1844 as a member of the temporary governing body 
at Woodlands Meed School and as the person who submitted the application. 
 
Minutes 
 
3. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 12 

January 2012 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 

     
Progress Statement 
 
4. The Committee noted the report that provided updates on issues raised at 
previous meetings.  The following information was given verbally as it was received 
from Countryliner after the agenda dispatch: 

• The stops at Pyecombe are served regularly by Countryliner service 40 
(south and northbound) and 40X (northbound only). 

• The 40X service cannot serve Pyecombe southbound due to constraints 
within the timetable and the 33 cannot in either direction for the same 
reason.  

• Pyecombe is not a regularly or heavily used bus stop by passengers  
• Countryliner will always consider revisions to their service, but at this 

moment in time they are unable to change the current situation. 
 
Chanctonbury Road, Burgess Hill – Proposed Traffic Regulation Order 
 
5. The Committee had before it a report by the Director of Communities and 
Infrastructure (copy appended to signed minutes).  The report sought the 
Committee’s approval to authorise the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to 
make the order as advertised, having considered the merits of comments from both 
supporters. The following key issues were discussed: 
 

• Requests had first been made in 1995, before the new schools were built 
• There was a real safety issue caused by cars parked too close to drives as 

residents were having to pull into the middle of the road to turn in and out of 
their drives. 

• The gaps would allow buses to pull in and would make junctions safer 



 

• Residents felt that the problems were caused by schools traffic queuing and 
suggested that a solution could be to introduce double yellow lines across the 
right hand side of the road where fewer people live. 

• Residents suggested that the school should investigate the possibility of one-
way access to the premises to ease the congestion. 

• The Committee requested that another traffic assessment be carried out 
after the schools had run through a full academic year. 

 
6. Resolved: - that the South Mid Sussex County Local Committee, considered 

the comments from both supporters and objectors and having considered the 
merits of both, authorised the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to make 
the Traffic Regulation Order as advertised. 

 
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
7. Slaugham Parish Council questioned how they could apply for a weight 
restriction to prevent Heavy Goods Vehicles from parking in a lane rather than 
paying to park at the Pease Pottage Services.  Mr Griffiths, the local member, 
agreed to follow this up. 
 
8. A Mid Sussex District Councillor expressed concern that the Keymer Road/St 
Wilfred’s Bridge could close and questioned how long it would take to resolve the 
issue.  The Chairman responded that it was going to be a long process but she and 
Mrs Knight were in regular contact with the relevant officers and would publish 
updates as and when they were available. 
 
9. A Mid Sussex District Councillor expressed concern about the safety of the 
junction of Park Road going along to St John’s Church.  The Chairman informed the 
resident that a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) was currently being developed for 
the area. 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
10.    The Chairman introduced the report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
11. In light of the prejudicial interest declared, Mrs Knight left the room for the 
decision on application #1844 Friends of Newick House School. 
 
12. Resolved  
 
i) That the Committee approved the merging of the Parish Initiative Fund (PIF) 

with the Community Initiative Fund (CIF). 
 
 
ii) That the following CIF applications be approved: 
 

1801/SMS Burgess Hill Town Council, £1,500, itemised costs towards the 
‘Fairfield Country Fayre’ event to be held in June. 
 
1812/SMS Burgess Hill Open Studios, £500, purchase of promotional 
materials and advertising costs for the 2012 Open Studios.  

  



 

1844/SMS Friends of Newick House School, £2,000, funding towards a 
pupil-art project.  

 
iii) That the following CIF application be deferred pending further information: 

 
1832/SMS Wellbeing for Women, £3,000, towards itemised equipment and 
other costs for this start-up organisation. 

 
Authority School Governors 
 
13. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Learning (copy 
appended to signed minutes) that set out proposed nominations to school 
governing bodies and the criteria for their appointment. 
 
The Committee expressed their gratitude to all the School Governors for 
volunteering and the tremendous job they do. 
 
14. Resolved - That the following Authority School Governor appointments be 
approved: 
 

Appointments: 
 
i) Mrs S Ng to Birchwood Grove School for a 4 year term 
ii) Mrs A Watts to Southway Junior School for a 4 year term 
iii) Mr M Cornish to Manor Field Community Primary School for a 4 year 

term 
 
Re-appointments: 
 
i) Ms SC Crowther to Out of School Learning Service- Central Area for a 

4 year term. 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
15. It was noted that the next meeting of the Committee would take place on 
Thursday12 July 2012 at London Meed Community Primary School, Chanctonbury 
Road, Burgess Hill. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.03pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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