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South Chichester County Local Committee 
 
27 June 2017 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00pm in Committee Room 
3, County Hall Chichester. 
 
Present: Jamie Fitzjohn (Member for Chichester South), Pieter Montyn (Member for 
The Witterings), Simon Oakley (Member for Chichester East), Viral Parikh (Member 
for Bourne) and Carol Purnell (Member for Selsey). 
 
Apologies: Louise Goldsmith (Member for Chichester West) and Jeremy Hunt 
(Member for Chichester North). 
 
In attendance: Adam Chisnall (Democratic Services Officer), Peter Lawrence 
(Principal Community Officer), Chris Dye (Area Highways Manager) and Miles Davy 
(Lead Professional – Parking Strategy Team). 
 
In attendance from Virgin Media: Ed Wickes (Community Liaison Officer) and Paul 
Hartley (Senior Project Manager). 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
1. Mr Chisnall opened the meeting and the Members and Officers introduced 
themselves.  
 
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
 
2. Resolved – That: 
 

• Mr Simon Oakley is elected as Chairman of the South Chichester 
County Local Committee for the 2017/18 municipal year. 
 

• Mrs Carol Purnell is elected as Vice-Chairman of the South 
Chichester County Local Committee for the 2017/18 municipal 
year. 

 
Terms of Reference 
 
3. The Committee noted its Terms of Reference. 
 
Declaration of Interests 
 
4. No interests were declared. 
 
Minutes 
 
5. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2017 be  

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
Progress Statement 
 
6. The Committee considered the progress report on matters arising from 
previous meetings (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
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7. Mr Chisnall introduced the report which gave updates on issues raised at the 
14 March meeting. 
 
8. Resolved – That the Committee notes the progress statement. 

 
Virgin Media 
 
9. The Committee received a presentation from Virgin Media giving an update 
on their recent works in Chichester (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
10. Ed Wickes (Community Liaison Officer) and Paul Hartley (Senior Project 
Manager) informed the Committee about ‘Project Lightning’ which had started in 
2015 and was due to end in 2019.  The aim was to ensure Chichester was future 
proof with fibre to premise connections. 

 
11. A narrow slit trench approach had been used for the works in order to 
minimise disruption.  Virgin Media worked with residents and Councillors to ensure 
they were aware of plans, with residents receiving letters informing them in 
advance of works in their area. 

 
12. The Committee made comments including those that follow. 
 

• Asked if the works would cover the whole of Chichester and if the works 
would extend to rural areas.  – Mr Hartley explained that the city centre had 
been considered, but felt the works would have been too disruptive and so 
business capacity had only been considered for the city.  The Chamber of 
Commerce would consider the city centre works.  Rural areas were advised to 
register their interest on Virgin Media’s ‘cable my street’ portal which would 
highlight the demand. 

• Queried the cabinets used for the works.  – Mr Hartley confirmed that grey 
cabinets were used and all locations were consulted on by planning for 
approval.  Following planning approval, highways would advise on the 
appropriate locations to site with other highways furniture.  

• Sought clarity on the level of notice residents were given before works 
started.  – Mr Wickes confirmed that residents received notice 2 weeks 
before works.  This was considered the best time frame to avoid notifying too 
early or too late.  On site supervisors made contact with residents to 
facilitate cars, the elderly, etc.  Supervisors aimed to be approachable on 
site. 

• Relayed comments from residents regarding issues with reinstatement 
works.  – Mr Hartley reported that interim reinstatements were used on site 
that had to be made permanent within 6 months.  Virgin asked their 
contractors to aim to make them permanent by 3 months.  Permanent 
reinstatements were done where possible.  The Committee raised concerns 
that officers received complaints on the reinstatements as residents were 
unaware of the process for permanent fixes; Virgin should make this process 
clearer for residents. Mr Wickes proposed adding this information to 
materials. 

 
13. The Chairman allowed the public to ask any questions they had: 
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• Queried if works were planned for Parklands.  -  Mr Wickes confirmed that he 
would be speaking to the Parklands Resident Association soon to discuss 
works with them. 

• Asked what agreement existed between the County Council and Virgin Media.  
– The Chairman confirmed that Virgin Media had a statutory right to work in 
the highway, as did other competitors.  There was no County Council 
endorsement for Virgin Media. 

• Queried if moling could be used to avoid the use of trenches.  – Mr Hartley 
explained that this was not possible as other utility cabling needed to be 
avoided. 

• Raised concerns that the helpline for Virgin Media was a premium charge 
compared to the County Council’s contact centre number.  – Mr Wickes 
confirmed that this was being looked into. 

 
14. The Chairman thanked Virgin Media for their attendance. 
 
Chichester Road Space Audit 
 
15. Miles Davy (Lead Professional – Parking Strategy Team) gave a verbal 
update to the Committee on the Chichester Road Space Audit. 
 
16. The audit had looked into parking in Chichester and the impact for residents, 
commuters, shoppers and congestion.   

 
17. Data had been analysed to create strategic blueprints which would consider 
alternative methods to use the road more effectively. 

 
18. Four key themes had been identified; tackling on street parking issues, off 
street parking, reallocation of road space, ‘to not though’ approach to avoid using 
Chichester as a through route. 

 
19. The next step would be to put the proposals on the ‘Have Your Say’ site for 
consultation.  The results of the consultation would come back to the Committee for 
discussion. 

 
20. The Committee made comments including those that follow. 
 

• Queried the area in Chichester that the audit was covering.  – Mr Davy 
explained that it covered from Stockbridge in the South, Somerstown in the 
North, Fishbourne in the West and the hospital in the East. 

• Asked if the toolkit for the audit could be applied to Selsey.  – Mr Davy 
explained that work could be done with the Parish to use the toolkit to 
consider concepts that could work in the area. 

 
21. The Chairman thanked Mr Davy for the update. 

 
Talk With Us (Open Forum) 
 
22. The Chairman introduced the item and advised that the open forum was an 
opportunity for comments and questions to be raised on items not already on the 
agenda, and over which the County Council has jurisdiction. The following issues 
were raised and responses made. 
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• A resident from Tangmere had submitted a question in advance regarding a 
20s plenty scheme.  Mr Dye had helped provide a good response and there 
were no supplementary questions.  The resident hoped to implement the 
scheme by 2020. 

• A resident from Apuldram requested a white line on Apuldram Lane between 
Rymans and the pond to due to the ditch which could be a hazard.  – Mr 
Fitzjohn would speak with Mr Dye to investigate the issue. 

• A resident of Stockbridge Road raised concerns on the high camber on the 
road which had caused damage to buses.  – Mr Fitzjohn and Mr Dye were 
happy to meet with the resident on site to look at the issue. 

• A resident from Southern Gateways queried the Road Space Audit and the 
comment that free spaces in the day can be considered available for 
commuters.  She was concerned this would cause issues for residents who 
hire trader workers who would then have difficulties parking.  - Mr Davy 
confirmed that part of the audit work would consider the needs of residents. 

• The same resident also queried the time scale of consultations and the 
difficulty of multiple consultations running concurrently.  - Members noted 
the issue and reported that there was never an ideal time to run a 
consultation.  Mr Davy welcomed the feedback and highlighted that he 
wanted the consultation to be effective and would therefore consider the time 
frame. 

• A resident raised a query with the hornet pedestrian lights update, as 
outlined in the Progress Statement.  The resident felt that the sequencing 
arrangements could be adjusted to improve the situation.  - Mr Fitzjohn was 
happy to meet with the resident to look at options. 

• A resident raised concerns that bicycles were allowed in the city on Sundays 
which led to confusion during the week.  He would prefer a total ban.  – Mr 
Dye reported that an application to look into this had been received.  Another 
resident commented that cyclists needed to be considered in the review too. 

• A resident queried the Road Space Audit and asked if Park and Ride, 
Consolidated Parking and Self Driving Cars had been considered.  - Mr Davy 
commented that no ideas had dropped off the radar, but reported that land 
acquisition and bus services were issues to be considered for Park and Ride 
schemes.  Reassurance was given that no ideas had been ruled out of the 
concepts. 

 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
23. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Law and Assurance 
(copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
24. Resolved – That the South Chichester County Local Committee considers  

the Community Initiative Funding applications as set out in Appendix A 
and allocates the funding as follows: 
 
That the following grants are awarded: 

 
• 1/SC - Bracklesham and Witterings Parkrun, £1,200, to finance 

Park Run equipment. 
 

• 34/SC - Donnington Luncheon Club, £1,200, for the purchase of 
2 new ovens. 
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That the following application is rejected: 
 

• 27/SC - St Wilfrid's Hospice, application for the purchase of 1 
pressure relieving mattress.  The Committee felt that this was a 
large well-funded organisation and not appropriate for 
Community Initiative Funding.  High reserves were also noted 
from the application form. 

 
That the following application is deferred: 

 
•  44/SC - Chichester Community Development Trust, application 

towards professional fees, surveys, information stations and 
tools.  The Committee felt that Section 106 funding may be 
more appropriate for the applicant to investigate. 
 

Appointments to Outside Body 
 
25. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Law and Assurance 
(copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
26. The Committee considered the report and noted that the Goodwood 
Aerodrome Consultative Committee had reduced from two appointed members to 
one.  The Committee agreed to appoint one member and also appoint an additional 
reserve member which would become a full appointment if the Goodwood 
Aerodrome Consultative Committee would like two member appointments. 

 
27. The Committee felt that there should be member representation on the 
Manhood Peninsular Partnership.  – Mr Chisnall resolved to investigate the request. 
 
28. Resolved – That the Committee make the following appointments until the 

end of the Council term (May 2021): 
 

• Carol Purnell to the Chichester in Partnership 
 

• Jeremy Hunt to the Goodwood Aerodrome Consultative 
Committee, with Pieter Montyn to be appointed as a reserve 
member which will take effect as a full appointment if the 
Goodwood Aerodrome Consultative Committee would like two 
member appointments. 

 
• Jeremy Hunt to the Goodwood Motor Circuit Consultative 

Committee 
 
Nominations for Local Authority Governors to Maintained Schools and 
Academy Governing Bodies 
 
29. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director Children, 
Adults, Families, Health & Education (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
30. The Chairman informed the Committee that Central CE Junior School was no 
longer a local authority school and so would be removed from future vacancy lists. 
 
31. Resolved – that the Committee approves the following nominations for  
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reappointment under the 2012 Regulations: 
 

• Sue Bradstock-Smith to The March C.E. Primary School for a 
four year term 
 

• Steve Davies to the East Wittering Community Primary School 
for a four year term 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
32. The Committee noted that its next scheduled meeting would take place on 31 
October 2017 in Committee Room 3 at County Hall, Chichester. 
 
33. The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 


