
Agenda Item No. 3 

South Chichester County Local Committee 
 
2 December 2014 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00pm in Committee 
Room 3, County Hall, Chichester. 
 
Present: Margaret Evans (Chairman and Chichester South), Sandra James 
(Bourne), Pieter Montyn (The Witterings), Simon Oakley (Chichester East) and 
Bernard Smith (Selsey). 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
46. Mrs Margaret Evans welcomed members of the public to the meeting. 
 
47. Apologies were received from Louise Goldsmith (Chichester West) and 
Jeremy Hunt (Vice Chairman and Chichester North). 
 
Declaration of Interests 

 
48. Mrs Evans declared a personal interest regarding Agenda Item No. 6 - 
Chichester City Infrastructure Improvements, as her husband was a Chichester City 
Councillor. 
 
Minutes  

 
49. Resolved - that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2014  

 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.  
 
Urgent Matters 
 
50. There were no urgent matters. 
 
Westbourne 20mph Speed Limits 
 
51. The Committee received a report by the Director of Highways and 
Transportation and the Improvements Manager, Engineering Solutions asking for 
the CLCs agreement to proceed to undertake a formal consultation and 
advertisement of a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) required to change the speed 
limits from 30mph to 20mph on the majority of streets in Westbourne (copy 
appended to the signed minutes).  Richard Wells, Principal Engineer highlighted the 
key information contained in the report.   
 
52. Mrs James, the local member, expressed her gratitude for those members in 
her division who had championed this scheme and there was a clear route forward, 
although she was mindful of enforceability issues and asked residents to ensure 
they adhered to the 20mph speed limit.  Mr Oakley expressed his support for the 
scheme stating that there was clear local support and would be funded by section 
106 monies for use in the area.  Mr Oakley enquired whether there would be any 
occurrences where the speed limit would drop from 40mph to 20mph.  Mr Wells 
believed that all roads that would enter the 20mph limit would be from 30mph 
limits, which was confirmed by a Westbourne Parish Councillor present. 
 
 



53. Resolved – that the Committee approved that the Director of Law,  
 Assurance and Strategy be authorised to advertise the Traffic Regulation 

Orders for the proposed scheme as shown in Appendix A and if there are 
no objections, to implement the scheme. 

 
Chichester City Infrastructure Improvements 
 
54. The Chairman welcomed Peter Roberts from Chichester City Council and 
Andrew Finnamore from Chichester Business Improvement District (BID) to the 
meeting and invited them to give their presentation on the proposed project. 
 
55. Mr Roberts informed the committee that Chichester City Council and the 
Chichester (BID) wished to make a joint bid for use of section 106 monies to fund a 
feasibility study for streetscape improvements in St Martin’s Street; Little London; 
Cooper Street; Oxmarket Twitten and Backs; North Street (from existing 
pedestrianized section northward towards Northgate gyratory); and East Street 
(from East Walls to Baffins Lane).  The aim of the work would be to enhance the 
shopping and leisure experience for Chichester residents and visitors whilst 
providing additional support to retailers, especially the independents.  The 
quotation which had been received for the feasibility study was between £18,000 
and £20,000 and then Mr Roberts asked, once the feasibility study had been 
undertaken, if they could present the committee with proposals and seek further 
funding.  Mr Finnamore added that Chichester BID was funded by the commercial 
sector and that the six proposed projects would help independence in the city.  The 
feasibility study was important to look at the feasibly of the projects and the scale 
of funding required. 
 
56. Members requested clarity on the use of section 106 monies for this project 
and the necessary approvals required for its use.  The Democratic Services Officer 
informed members that the County Council could request the release of section 106 
monies to fund the feasibility study if local members (South Chichester CLC) 
supported the project.  A request for further use of section 106 money to undertake 
work required as a result of the feasibility study would require support from local 
members (South Chichester CLC) and then subsequent approval from the Cabinet 
Member for Highways and Transport.   
 
57. Mrs James stated that it was a fantastic scheme and could be brilliant but 
highlighted that potential removal of car parking spaces would need to be assessed.  
Mr Smith raised concerns over ownership of the ‘backs’.  Mr Finnamore stated that 
titles were unclear but further work would be part of the feasibility study.  Members 
were informed that the results of the feasibility study would be presented to a 
future meeting of the committee. 
 
58. Resolved – that the South Chichester CLC supported the proposed 
improvements and authorised officers to access section 106 funding available to 
fund a feasibility study for the six projects. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
59. The Committee noted the report (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
talk with us (Open Forum) 



 
60.     The Chairman invited Bernadette Gledhill, Senior Technician, to inform the 
committee and residents of works to be carried out over 14 weeks in the New Year 
on Cathedral Way, Chichester.  The result of the works would be a dedicated left 
hand turn lane into Fishbourne Road East and the Tesco Extra store with two lanes 
over the railway bridge coming into Chichester.  A footpath would also be created 
providing a pedestrian link (via crossing Cathedral Way) to the footpath on the 
other side of the road entering Terminus Road, but it would involve crossing 
Cathedral Way.  There would be several phases of traffic management which could 
include a temporary 40mph speed limit.  Officers were liaising with the press to 
ensure all phases would be publicised in addition to an information stand at the 
Tesco Extra store.  Questions and comments from members and residents in 
attendance included: 

• After a period of heavy rain, the right hand side of the road flooded.  Mrs 
Gledhill undertook to speak to the County Council’s drainage engineers and 
stated that any other necessary works required on Cathedral Way would be 
incorporated. 

• It was asked why the footpath was on the northern side.  Mrs Gledhill 
explained that this was partly due to cost because of the steep bank and that 
there was not enough pedestrian use to justify the cost. Further to this 
concerns were raised of pedestrians crossing a road with a high speed limit.  
Mrs Gledhill commented that the scheme had been approved by the safety 
auditor. Mrs James enquired when a pedestrian survey had been carried out.  
Mrs Gledhill stated that over a 2 hour lunch period roughly 30 pedestrians 
had crossed Cathedral Way. 

• Mr Peter Budge, a Chichester City Councillor, asked if drainage could be 
looked at and also raised concern of closing the right hand turning into the 
Tesco Extra store.  Mrs Gledhill confirmed that the closure of the right hand 
turning would be temporary and in phases. 

• It was questioned why a pedestrian survey was carried out at lunchtime and 
not when people would be going home and could be a contentious rat run to 
get into the city. The problem was traffic exiting Chichester.  Mr Montyn 
highlighted that the scheme was to ease the flow of traffic on the main A27 
and that there would be further improvements on the A27 in the future. Mrs 
Gledhill also advised that the survey was undertaken at lunchtime as that is 
the main time of day for pedestrians. 

• A local resident raised concern that a footpath on the north side of the road 
would allow people to look into gardens of properties close by and that two 
lanes of traffic would allow drivers to travel at the national speed limit right 
before the entrance to Sherbourne Road, a 20mph speed limit with poorly 
placed signs.  Mr Montyn responded that there had been a safety audit.  Mr 
Oakley added that as the dual carriageway was on the approach to a 
roundabout, vehicles would have to slow before reaching the 20mph zone. 
Mrs Gledhill also advised that the footpath would not be installed on the 
northern side. 

• Future plans for the A27 were highlighted, especially if a scheme for those 
travelling from the Manhood Peninsula would only allow vehicles to turn left 
at the Donnington Roundabout and the impact that would have on the 
Fishbourne roundabout.  Mrs Gledhill stated that it could not be said with 
certainty that the scheme would work with any future Highways Agency 
schemes. The Chairman added that representations had been made to the 



Highways Agency that they only stop a right hand turn at any of the 
roundabouts and allow cars to go straight across and turn left. 

• It was requested that before the right hand turn to the Tesco Extra store was 
closed that a notice was put up on the roundabout on the approach to 
Cathedral Way.  Mrs Gledhill assured residents that there would be plenty of 
notice given. Six electronic signs had been commissioned to inform drivers of 
works on the A27 and around Chichester. Officers would work with the local 
member to agree wording for those signs. 

• It was enquired whether there was a provision for cyclists.  Mrs Gledhill 
informed the meeting that there were no planned cycle improvements so 
provision for cyclists would not alter. 

 
61. The Chairman then invited questions and comments from residents in 
attendance which included: 

• Mrs Carol Purnell, on behalf of Selsey Town Council enquired whether as part 
of the consultation on planned road improvements the pavement survey 
mentioned would include Selsey.  Mr Montyn stated that details would be 
confirmed to Selsey Town Council and members of the South Chichester CLC. 

• Mr Trevor Tupper, a resident of Brampton Court, Stockbridge Road reiterated 
his concerns from a previous meeting of the CLC regarding the camber on 
Stockbridge Road, which had caused damage to a number of buses outside 
Brampton Court.  In addition, there was a manhole cover with a three inch 
depression around it outside Brampton Court, which he believed was a 
danger to cyclists.  Mr Tupper concluded that he had reported this via Love 
West Sussex.  Mr Montyn stated that the manhole cover may be the 
responsibility of Portsmouth Water, however Mr Tupper’s comments had 
been noted and he would see what could be done. 

• Mr Tony Morris raised concerns regarding the reconfiguration of West Sussex 
Fire and Rescue Services and the quality of information that had been 
provided to elected members. The Chairman informed Mr Morris that as an 
officer from West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service was not present at the 
meeting, it was not appropriate to discuss the issue further.  The Chairman 
stated that she was aware that Mr Morris had had extensive correspondence 
with the County Council and if he had anything new to raise then he should 
do so in writing.  Mr Oakley added that the issue was to be discussed at a 
future meeting of the Environmental and Community Services Select 
Committee. 

 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
62. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law, Assurance and 
Strategy (copy appended to the signed minutes) which detailed applications for 
Community Initiative Funding. The Committee debated the respective merits of the 
projects for which funding was sought.  A representative from Selsey Town Council 
confirmed, in respect of application 464/SC from Selsey Coastal Trust that planning 
pre approval had been very positive for the observatory and the whole process was 
moving ahead.  The Chairman highlighted the importance of applicants gaining 
support from their local member. 
 
63. Resolved that -  
 

a) The following awards were made: 



 
455/SC East Dean Village Hall, £1,000 towards the costs of buying and 
installing a defibrillator at the Village Hall. 

 
456/SC Biking Belles, £2,400 towards the costs equipment for and 
publicity about the Biking Belles Cycling Grand Prix 2015 event. 

 
464/SC Selsey Coastal Trust, £982 for website design and marketing for 
Sir Patrick Moore Memorial Observatory. 

 
470/SC Nautical Training Corps, £2,500 towards purchasing a new box 
van trailer. 

 
471/SC Bosham Youth Centre Trust, £450 to purchase a music centre 
and a lockable TV cabinet. 

 
472/SC Sports Dream, £600 towards publicity and equipment costs for 
the Selsey walking and Outdoor Festival. 

 
478/SC Transition Chichester, £800 to purchase software and print 
currency for the Tchi Currency Project. 

 
480/SC Southbourne & District Age Concern, £800 to purchase and 
install wall panels at the Southbourne Centre. 

 
b) The following application was deferred: 
 

484/SC Tuppenny Barn Education, £1,342 for advertising costs, to 
subsidise stallholders and for children’s activities so that the local 
member could discuss the details of the application further with the 
applicant. 

 
c) The following applications were declined 
 

457/SC Chichester & Bognor Regis MS Society, £1,100 towards the costs 
of hiring mini buses to allow Society members to attend meetings as the 
committee considered this to be an ongoing unsustainable revenue cost, 
which was not in the remit of the Community Initiative Funding scheme. 

 
458/SC Cloth Nappy Library, £1,000 towards the costs of purchasing 
cloth nappies and accessories for the library as the committee considered 
this to be an ongoing revenue cost, which was not in the remit of the 
Community Initiative Funding scheme and had awarded funds previously 
as a kick start for this scheme. 

 
465/SC Sussex Otters Club, £1,300 to meet shortfall from members fees 
to hire swimming pool, as the committee considered this to be an 
ongoing revenue cost, which was not in the remit of the Community 
Initiative Funding scheme. 

 
473/SC Chichester Ship Canal Trust, £965 to purchase replacement oars 
and rowlocks for the Trusts rowboats as the committee considered this to 



be maintenance and therefore an ongoing revenue cost, which was not in 
the remit of the Community Initiative Funding scheme. 

 
64. Representatives present from East Dean Village Hall and Southbourne & 
District Age Concern thanked the committee for awarding their respective grants.  
 
Appointments and Nominations to School and Academy Governing Bodies 
 
65. The Committee considered a report by the Strategic Commissioner for 
Learning (copy appended to the signed minutes).   
 
66.  Resolved – that the South Chichester County Local Committee make the 

following nomination for appointment: 
 

Appointments and Reappointments under the 2012 Regulations 
 
Bosham Primary Junior School: Nominate Mr A Davey for a four year term. 

  
Date of Next Meeting 
 
67. The Chairman reported that the next meeting would be held on 10 March 
2015 in Committee Room 3 at County Hall, Chichester. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.07pm 
 
 
 
Chairman 


