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Unconfirmed Minutes subject to approval/amendment at the next meeting of the 
North Mid Sussex County Local Committee 

 
 
North Mid Sussex County Local Committee  
 
15 March 2017 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00pm at Copthorne 
Village Hall, Copthorne Bank, Copthorne Village, RH10 3RE 
 
Present: Mr Acraman (Worth Forest), Mrs Bennett (East Grinstead Meridian), Mrs 
Brunsdon (Imberdown) and Mrs Field (Lindfield and High Weald) (Chairman) 
 
In attendance: Rachel Allan (Democratic Services Officer), Sue Barnes (Community 
Officer), Rachel North (Director of Communities) and Richard Speller (Highway Area 
Manager) 
 
Welcome 
 
64. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited members of the 
Committee and officers to introduce themselves.  
 
Minutes  
 
65. Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 December 2016 be  

approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
66. The Chairman introduced the Progress Statement (copy attached to the 
signed minutes).  The following issues were addressed: 
 

• West Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan: A number of changes had been 
made to the draft Plan with regards to the extension to West Hoathly 
Brickworks which had been welcomed. 

• Handrail, East Grinstead High Street: East Grinstead Town Council had 
obtained a quote for this work, however Members felt that it was essential to 
ensure liability was determined, the Highways Area Manager agreed to speak 
to Legal concerning this issue. 

• Streetlamps at the top of Woodlands Close: This was awaiting completion 
of the adoption agreement. 

• Speed Indicator Device:  This would be purchased imminently, and there 
would be a future agenda item for the Committee reporting the data collected 
and actions that would be taken as a result. 

• London Road (A22 emergency works): It was confirmed that these works 
had been postponed. Members requested that a sensible timescale was 
agreed for the works, and that a good communications plan was developed in 
order to get the message out quickly, along with clear diversion signs. 

• Imberhorne Lane: A draft proposal for traffic management along 
Imberhorne Lane utilising three build-outs between the entrance to the Oaks 
and Heathcote Drive, had been prepared. Although funding had been 
identified for these works they were subject to local consultation and a 
satisfactory outcome of the footway issues. The installation of the footways 
around the entrance to the Oaks was subject to both planning and legal 
processes. West Sussex County Council holds a Bond from the developers and 



   

would not be releasing it until they have reached a satisfactory outcome. The 
Highways Area Manager confirmed that a letter drop would be taking place.  

 
67. Resolved – That the Committee notes the progress statement.  
 
Talk with Us (Open Forum) 
 
68. The Chairman advised that the open forum was an opportunity for comments 
and questions to be raised on items not already on the agenda and invited questions 
and comments. The following issues were raised and responses made: 
 

• A question had been received in advance from Mr Beale, asking for the 
timetable for the implementation of the revisions to the East Grinstead CPZ 
which had been approved at the previous meeting of the Committee in 
December 2016. The Chairman advised that the Council had now completed 
much of the background work that was required and would shortly be 
submitting a works order to the contractor. The price would then need to be 
agreed and then the programming of the works across the town. The Council 
was planning that this piece of work would be completed by the end of the 
spring. The Democratic Services Officer agreed to get a more certain date, 
and let Mr Beale know. 

• A resident asked for an update on the streetlamps at Woodlands Close in 
Crawley Down as they had still not been switched on. The Highways Area 
Manager explained that the work by the developer had not been completed to 
the Council’s standards, therefore the Council could not sign the adoption 
agreement which would lead to the lights being switched on. He assured the 
Committee that the Council was working on this, and held a bond with the 
developer that could be used if required. 

• A number of residents raised concern with the Council’s involvement in local 
planning matters concerning the impact on traffic from new developments in 
the area (including Crawley), specifically the highways comments and 
applications being deliberated in isolation. Concern was also raised on the 
need for West Sussex County Council to undertake site visits rather than 
desktop surveys. The Highways Area Manager advised that 99% of 
recommendations from the County Council had not been decided through 
desktop analysis. The Director of Communities added that it was the County 
Council’s role to comment on transport issues, but she agreed to speak to the 
Director of Highways about this issue. The Chairman suggested that the 
Committee included this as an agenda item at the next meeting of the 
Committee, and requested attendance from a relevant planning officer to 
understand the County Council’s role and the cumulative impact of new 
developments. 

• A number of residents raised concern over the proposed traffic regulation 
order in Turners Hill (Lion Lane Waiting Restrictions and North Street 
Pedestrian Crossing).  The Chairman explained the process for the report, and 
advised that this had been received as part of the planning application 
awarded by Mid Sussex District Council. Concerns were raised on a number of 
issues, specifically the concern from residents over parking if double yellow 
lines were installed as many houses in the area did not have driveways, the 
legal ownership of the land in question, concern over the impact to local 
businesses of the reduction of parking, enforcement of the TRO and lack of 
notification of this proposal. The Highways Area Managed advised members 



   

on the difference between land ownership and highway rights, specifically 
that highways rights could take precedent over land ownership. 

 
Turners Hill: Lion Lane Waiting Restrictions and North Street Pedestrian 
Crossing 
 
69. The Committee considered the Report by the Executive Director Economy, 
Infrastructure & Environment and Director of Highways & Transport that 
recommended that the North Mid Sussex County Local Committee, having 
considered the comments and objections received, authorised the Director of Law 
and Assurance to install the proposed pedestrian crossing on North Street and build-
out feature on Lion Lane, and make the proposed Traffic Regulation Order as 
advertised. 
 
70. The Highways Area Manager advised the Committee that Mid Sussex District 
Council had granted planning permission for construction of 47 new houses on land 
west of North Street in Turners Hill, which would be accessed from a new 
roundabout on North Street.  As part of this development, a package of local 
footway improvements would be installed, including a new puffin crossing on North 
Street and a buildout on Lion Lane to improve safety for pedestrians emerging from 
a twitten between Lion Lane and North Street.   
 
71. He explained that the installation of the crossing was subject to statutory 
public consultation, and a TRO amendment was necessary to enact the parking 
restrictions required to prevent obstruction at the location of the new buildout on 
Lion Lane. He added that objections to the crossing and parking restrictions had 
been received and were detailed in Appendix B to this report. 
 
72. The Committee had concern on some of these proposals, specifically the built 
out feature and double yellow lines in light of the degree of public concern. It felt 
that more information was required by the Committee in order to make a sound 
decision, including further consultation with the Parish Council. 

 
73. Resolved –that the Committee, having considered the comments and 

objections received, authorises the Director of Law and Assurance to install 
the proposed pedestrian crossing on North Street. The Committee deferred 
the request for the build-out feature and double yellow lines on Lion Lane to 
its next meeting due to the level of public opinion on this request and the 
need for further information on this proposal.  

 
 
Community Initiative Funding 

 
74. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Law and Assurance 
(copy attached to the signed minutes) which detailed applications for Community 
Initiative Funding. 

 
75. The Committee debated the respective merits of the applications. 

 
76. Resolved:- That the following applications be approved:- 

 
1184/NMS - The Crawley Down Memorial Society, £536.86, towards support 
for the Society's 1WW commemorative project. 



   

 
1185/NMS - Ashurst Wood Village Council, £2146.00, to provide a public 
access defibrillator. The Committee could not support the keyfobs element of 
this application, therefore part funded the organisation. 

 
Resolved:- That the following application be deferred:- 

 
1118/NMS - Active Sports Leadership Project, £785.67 towards training, 
minibus hire and disability equipment. The Committee asked the applicant to 
attend the next meeting of the Committee to provide further information on 
the level of reserves and why they cannot be used to fund this project. 

 
77. The Chairman confirmed that this left a total of £22562.47 to be rolled over 
to next year’s budget. 
 
 
Nominations and Appointments of Authority School Governors 
 
78. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director of Children, 
Adults’, Families, Health & Education (copy attached to the signed minutes). The 
report included a list of the current vacancies for Local Authority Governors in the 
CLC area.  
 
79.  Members raised concern that the Committee was being asked to nominate to 
governing bodies of academies as the Council had no role in their management. It 
was confirmed that it was the academy’s decision to request that the Council still 
approved the nomination, but that a wider discussion on this issue was required.  

 
80. Resolved –That the Committee approves the following nominations under the  

2012 Regulations:- 
 
(1) Reappointments:  

 
• Mark Fairall to Sackville Primary School for a term of four years. 
• James Sachon to Halsford Primary School for a term of four years. 

 
Mrs Brunsdon abstained from the decision relating to Halsford Primary School. 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
81. The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the Committee would be 
held on Tuesday 20 June 2017 at 7.00pm at a venue to be confirmed. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.34pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman  


