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A meeting of the North Mid Sussex County Local Committee will be held at 7.00 
pm on Wednesday, 13 June 2018 at Imberhorne School, Windmill Lane, East 

Grinstead, RH19 2DT
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Invite you to come along to the North Mid Sussex County Local Committee

County Local Committees consider a range of issues concerning the local area, and where relevant 
make decisions. It is a meeting in public and has a regular ‘talk with us’ item where

the public can ask questions of their local elected representatives.

Agenda

7.00 pm 1.  Welcome and introductions 

Members of North Mid Sussex County Local Committee are Bill 
Acraman, Liz Bennett, Heidi Brunsdon, Andrew Lea and Jacquie 
Russell.

7.00 pm 2.  Election of Chairman 

The Committee is asked to elect a Chairman for the North Mid 
Sussex County Local Committee for the 2018/19 municipal year

7.05 pm 3.  Declarations of Interest 

Members and officers must declare any pecuniary or personal 
interest in any business on the agenda. They should also make 

Public Document Pack
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declarations at any stage such an interest becomes apparent 
during the meeting. Consideration should be given to leaving 
the meeting if the nature of the interest warrants it. If in doubt 
contact Democratic Services before the meeting.

7.10 pm 4.  Minutes (Pages 5 - 10)

To confirm the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held 
on 21 March 2018 (cream paper).

7.15 pm 5.  Urgent Matters 

Items not on the agenda that the Chairman of the meeting is of 
the opinion should be considered as a matter of urgency 
because of special circumstances.

7.15 pm 6.  Progress Statement (Pages 11 - 12)

The document contains brief updates on statements of progress 
made on issues raised at previous meetings.  The Committee is 
asked to note the report.

7.20 pm 7.  Highways Update 

The Area Highways Manager will provide an update on how the 
County Council is addressing the issue of potholes.

7.35 pm 8.  Talk With Us Open Forum 

To invite questions from the public present at the meeting on 
subjects other than those on the agenda.  

The Committee would encourage members of the public with 
more complex issues to submit their question before the 
meeting to allow a substantive answer to be given.  Please 
contact Monique Smart on 033022 22540 or email 
monique.smart@westsussex.gov.uk

8.00 pm 9.  North Mid Sussex Community Initiative Funding 
(NMS01(18/19)) (Pages 13 - 20)

Report by the Director of Law and Assurance.

The report summarises the Community Initiative Funding 
applications received via The West Sussex Crowd.  The 
Committee is invited to consider the applications and pledge 
funding if appropriate.

8.15 pm 10.  Nominations for Local Authority Governors to Maintained 
Schools and Academy Governing Bodies 
(NMS02(18/19)) (Pages 21 - 28)

Report by Director of Education and Skills.
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The Committee are asked to approve the nominations of 
Authority School Governors as set out in the report.

8.20 pm 11.  Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Committee will take place at 7.00 pm 
on Tuesday 13 November 2018 at a venue to be confirmed in 
Copthorne.

Members wishing to place an item on the agenda should notify 
Monique Smart via email: monique.smart@westsussex.gov.uk 
or phone on 033022 22540.

To: All members of the North Mid Sussex County Local Committee

Filming and use of social media

During this meeting the public are allowed to film the Committee or use social 
media, providing it does not disrupt the meeting.  You are encouraged to let 

officers know in advance if you wish to film.  Mobile devices should be switched to 
silent for the duration of the meeting.
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Unconfirmed minutes, subject to approval/amendment at the next meeting 
of the North Mid Sussex County Local Committee

North Mid Sussex County Local Committee 

21 March 2018 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00pm at East Grinstead 
Library, 32-40 West Street, East Grinstead, RH19 4SR

Present: Mr W Acraman (Worth Forest), Mrs Bennett (East Grinstead Meridian), Mrs 
H Brunsdon (Imberdown) and Mr A Lea (Lindfield and High Weald).

In attendance: Deborah Myers (Director of Education & Skills), Rachel North 
(Director of Communities), David Penrose (Democratic Services Officer), Richard 
Speller (Highway Area Manager) and Dean Wadey (Principal Community Officer). 

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs J Russell (East Grinstead South & 
Ashurst Wood).

Welcome and Introductions 

37. The Chairman welcomed everyone in attendance to the meeting and invited 
members of the Committee and officers to introduce themselves.

38. With the agreement of the Committee, the Chairman re-arranged the order of 
the Agenda.

Declarations of Interest

39. Mrs H Brunsdon declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 Application 
163/NMS, as her husband was a member of Weir Wood Sailing Club.

Minutes

40. Resolved – that the minutes of the North Mid Sussex CLC meeting held on 7 
November 2017 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman.

Urgent Matters

41. There were no urgent matters.

Progress Statement

42. The Highways Area Manager introduced the progress statement. He 
highlighted the following areas that:
 

 The developer had agreed to footpath works on Imberhorne Lane and that 
they had passed the Road Safety Audit.

 The capital programme for 2018/19 had been published and was available on 
the Council’s website.

 The first phase of the gas main replacement in London Road had not exceeded 
its permit date.  There was a further stage to be undertaken, but no permit 

Page 5

Agenda Item 4



had yet been issued. Objections to the works could be made when the notice 
was issued, but it was not in the interest of the company to extend the works 
unnecessarily. 

 The Chairman asked that enforcement of parking controls on grass verges be 
included in future Progress Reports. 

 There were issues associated with the Sandy Lane Community Highway 
Scheme in Crawley Down.

 A meeting had been arranged with the Queen Victoria Hospital in order to 
develop a transport plan to help with their car parking issues.  

43. Resolved - that the Committee note the written and verbal updates.

School Transport

44. The Committee noted a briefing paper on School Transport.  The Director of 
Education & Skills presented the briefing note and highlighted a number of areas in 
the paper including the statutory role that the Council had regarding school 
transport and the price of transport for Post-Sixteen year olds, which was not a 
statutory obligation.  She highlighted the 16-19 Bursary Fund which was 
administered by schools and the fact that schools were finding it hard to distribute 
this. In the ensuing discussion the following points were made:

 That there had been a detrimental effect on students from Ashurst Wood 
travelling to Sackville, as the withdrawal of the 3 in 1 card meant that students 
were being charged £100 a month for the journey. Ashurst Wood in the Metrobus 
area, but students were not able to take advantage of the 25% discount that had 
been negotiated with Metrobus by the Council. Students could walk to school, but 
would have to go along the busy and dangerous A22 in order to do so.

 Though a large authority with extensive rural areas, the Council was still obliged 
to follow the statutory guidelines regarding school transport.  The Director of 
Education and Skills undertook to give consideration to the issues around Crawley 
Down and Ashurst Wood.

 That there had been a meeting between local Members and Metrobus at County 
Hall to discuss the issues in the rural areas.  A follow up meeting had also been 
held in County Hall to discuss the issues of Crawley Down and Ashurst Wood.  The 
Chairman said that she hoped that an innovative solution to the matter would be 
found. 

 That the Council had undertaken a piece of work on transport and transport 
budgets. 

 Concern was expressed about the impact of charges on those parents on marginal 
incomes who were not eligible for support for school transport and whilst there 
were statutory limits, whether the Council could choose to reduce these.  The 
Director replied that home to school transport was taken out of the council tax, 
rather than from central Government funding and that the safety was of 
paramount importance, and there was an appeals process in place which allowed 
parents to address concerns about the transport issues.
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 Members stated that the change in charge for the Post-Sixteen transport should 
have been implemented over a longer period of time.  The Director agreed, and 
said that now that she had been appointed as a permanent Director, issues such 
as this would be addressed as they arose. She went on to say that it was not 
possible to base the decision to raise the charge to £600 on anything apart from 
what the cost of the transport was to the Council at the moment.  It was not 
possible to factor in whether or not parents would stop their children using the 
bus as a result of this change.  A great deal of public consultation had been 
undertaken before the decision had been made.

‘Talk with Us’ Open Forum & Community Updates

45. The Chairman invited questions from the audience.

46. Mr Collins from the Ship Street Residents association voiced concerns about 
the increased danger that was represented to residents from on street parking in the 
area.  Large vans had been obstructing residents from being able to get out of their 
drives, and children were in danger from traffic as they went down the road.  The 
Chairman replied that she was confident that the local Member was aware of the 
issue, and asked that it be included on future Progress Statements.  The Area 
Highways Manager undertook to work with the Resident’s Association and the local 
Member in order to find a solution to the problem.

47. Margaret Collins from the East Grinstead Society asked who was responsible 
for the handrail near the War Memorial in East Grinstead.  It was noted that the 
County’s legal Department had investigated the matter, but it had been unclear as 
to who owned the land.  The Area Highways Manager undertook to discuss the 
matter with her further.

48. Ros Furley from the East Grinstead Cycle Forum asked that cycle provision be 
included in any discussions with the Queen Victoria Hospital regarding their parking 
issues.  The Area Highways Manager said that this would be part of the solution that 
would be discussed with the hospital.

49. Frank Berry asked whether or not West Sussex County Council had objected 
to the Hill Place Farm development application by Linden Homes in East Grinstead 
and if no objection had been submitted, were there plans to do so.  Also, had 
consideration been given to the junctions with the A22 and the A264. The Chairman 
asked that the Area Highways Manager discuss the matter with the Planning and 
Transport Policy Manager and provide a report to the next meeting.

50. It was noted that substantial changes were being proposed for Three Bridges 
Station, and that the right hand turn out of the station would be removed.  Dr 
Gibson from Worth Parish Council stated that he did not feel that this was a 
sustainable use of Section 106 monies and that it would result in an increased 
journey for many residents from the Mid Sussex Area.  

Transforming Grants: Crowdfunding

51. The Director of Communities provided a presentation on the proposal to 
change the Council’s funding model from a paper based system to an online 
Crowdfunding system.  She said that the intention was to bring the system on line 
over the next financial year.  
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 That whilst concerns had been raised at the Call In of the decision  at the Select 
Committee regarding the possible marginalisation of smaller community groups, 
Library staff and community officers would be trained to help residents access 
the site. In the ensuing discussion, the following points were made:

 That whilst the CLC would have a funding limit of £5k on each application, the 
overall total bid on the crowdfunding site for a project would not have a limit, 
and could be as high as the project required.

 That there was a 5% charge for a project utilising the Crowdfunding site, but 
that this was standard across all such platforms.  

 That the Select Committee had requested that a report on the progress of the 
crowdfunding platform be provided after the system had been in operation for a 
year.

Community Initiative Funding

(Mrs H Brunsdon declared a non-pecuniary interest) 

52. The Committee considered a report on Community Initiative Funding by the 
Director of Law, Assurance and Strategy (copy appended to the signed minutes)

53. The Committee debated the respective merits of all the current applications 
and applicants were asked to outline their proposals.

54. It was agreed that application 83/NMS from St John the Evangelist should be 
deferred as the fund raising target was £130k, and it was unlikely that the CIF 
funds would be spent within the requisite year.  It was agreed that the project 
would be more appropriate as a crowdfunded application.  

55. Application 132/NMS from Sussex Clubs for Young People, was approved, and 
the Committee asked that the group be invited back to provide feedback on 
the success of the project.

56. The Committee noted that application 142/NMS from the Crawley Down 
Memorial Association was for a number of blue plaques to mark the houses 
where villagers had lived who had lost their lives in the First World War.  Four 
further houses had been identified, and the initiative had been mentioned in 
the Commons by the local MP.  Work was being undertaken with the local 
school to help children relate to history.  The application was approved.

57. The Committee noted that this year was the centenary of the foundation of 
the RAF, and the East Grinstead Armed Forces Day had been expanded as a 
result. Application 149/NMS towards RAF 100 was approved.

58. The Committee noted that the club was trying to encourage diversity and 
involvement from young people in West Sussex. Taster days were being 
arranged during which the club would provide all kit as well as the boats and 
instruction. Those interested in taking up the sport would have ongoing 
teaching and support for a year as well as subsidised membership. The 
application was approved.

59. Two members of Ashurst Wood Village Council spoke about application 
166/NMS.  They said that the Ashtock Festival had evolved from a summer 
fair and had reached the size where additional funding was required to pay for 
a PA system, professional security and First Aid cover. The applicant 
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confirmed that the event attracted commercial businesses that made money 
at the event. Members expressed concern regarding the application, and the 
following points were made:

 That as this was a recurring event, it was not appropriate to provide CiF 
funding.

 That the application would not be made every year so in this instance, the 
application should be approved. 

60. Resolved: that the following application be approved:

132/NMS - Sussex Clubs for Young People, £830.00, towards setting up the Duke of 
Cornwall Award.

142/NMS - Crawley Down Memorial Association, £3,000.00 War Dead Remembrance.

149/NMS - East Grinstead Armed Forces Day, £1,000.00 towards RAF 100.

163/NMS - Weir Wood Sailing Club, £2,500.00 towards Open the Gates.

166/NMS - Ashurst Wood Village Council, £1000.00 towards Ashstock 
Festival

167/NMS - Imberlink, £4766.00 towards Cricket in the Community

173/NMS - Pericles Theatre Company, £2,500.00 towards the Promise of 
Everlasting Youth.

181/NMS - East Grinstead Athletics Club, £3,500.00 towards a Hammer 
Cage.

61. The following application was deferred and the applicant was advised to re-
apply when the new crowdfunding arrangements were in place:

83/NMS - St John the Evangelist, £5,000.00 towards building the link 
community building.

Nominations and Appointments to School and Academy Governing Bodies

62. The Committee noted a report by Executive Director of Children, Adults’, 
Families, Health & Education (copy attached to the signed minutes). There were no 
current nominations for approval.

Date of Next Meeting

63. The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the North Mid Sussex 
County Local Committee would be held on Wednesday 13 June 2018 at The 
Imberhorne School, Windmill Lane, East Grinstead.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm

Chairman
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North Mid Sussex County Local Committee 

Progress Report 13 June 2018

Dec 2016 Member update Imberhorne Lane Highways 
Manager

June 2018 Update:  

Traffic Management
A draft proposal for traffic management along Imberhorne Lane utilising three build-outs 
between the entrance to the Oaks and Heathcote Drive has been prepared. Alternate 
build-outs will have a give way line providing priority to either the north or southbound 
traffic and one will incorporate a pedestrian dropped kerb crossing facility. Although 
funding has been identified for these works there are subject to local consultation and a 
satisfactory outcome of the footway issues. 

Footways
As you may be aware the Oaks Development was only passed on appeal and the 
installation of the footways around the entrance to the Oaks is subject to both planning 
and legal processes. West Sussex County Council hold a Bond from the developers and 
will not be releasing it until they have reached a satisfactory outcome.

June 2017 Talk with Us Burgess Hill and East 
Grinstead Road Space Audit

CPZ Lead Professional

March 2018 Update:  

Unfortunately, it has taken longer than originally envisaged for some elements of the 
background data to be collected in East Grinstead/Burgess Hill which has subsequently 
resulted in a delay to the overall project. It was hoped that some engagement sessions 
(for members, officers and key stakeholders) would be held in April in order to discuss 
ongoing issues/pressures in each town as well as determine a scope for the overall 
project. Further details will be provided by MSDC in due course.

June 2017 Talk with Us Traffic flow from the 
Ashdown forest

Highways 
Manager

June 2018 Update:  
District Council had used West Sussex County Council traffic modelling when making 
decisions regarding traffic flow from the Ashdown forest. The Chairman said that the 
transport model was being updated and outsourced and that it would be applied once it 
had been completed.  

June 2017 Talk with Us 40mph, Top Road 
Sharpthorn

Highways 
Manager

June 2018 Update:  
Continue to monitor speeds after the implementation of recent scheme and changes to 
the signs at Tyes Cross 

June 2017 Talk with Us TRO 2018/19 Highways 
Manager

June 2018 Update:  
To be selected after Road Space Audit report issued.

Page 11

Agenda Item 6



Major Schemes

Turners Hill Closure of North Street to install new mini roundabout (Clockfield)

A264 Copthorne Way install new roundabout (Holly Farm)

Community Highway Scheme and IWP schemes

Ardingly Traffic Calming Scheme Works completed, Area Highway Manager 
liaison with Parish over outstanding issues.

West Hoathly Traffic Calming Scheme Works completed

Slaugham Traffic Calming Scheme Detailed design in progress

Ashurst Wood Maypole Road options being investigated
School Lane options being investigated

Worth Copthorne
Brookhill Road options being investigated

Crawley Down
Sandy Lane. Vicarage Road and Bowers 
Place options being investigated

East Grinstead Pedestrian Crossing, De La Warr Road
Application being processed 

Parking at Queen Victoria Hospital and 
surrounding area,
Awaiting meeting with QVH

Lowdells Lane, Pedestrian crossings 
installed awaiting TRO and School Keep 
clear lines.

West Street. No objections received from 
public consultation.

Lingfield Road, Pedestrian crossing, 
options being investigated

Railway Approach 
Application being processed (meeting due 
3rd April)

Sackville Pedestrian Crossing upgrade 
(LTIP)

Turners Hill On-going Liaison between parish and 
Highway Authority (last meeting 20th March 
2018)

West Hoathly Footpath extension, Top Road 
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North Mid Sussex County Local Committee Ref: NMS01 (18/19)

Community Initiative Funding Key Decision:
No

13 June 2018 Part I

Report by Director of Law and Assurance Electoral Divisions:
All in North Mid 
Sussex CLC Area

Recommendation

i) That the Committee considers the pitches made to the Community Initiative 
Funding as set out in Appendix A and pledge funding accordingly. 

Proposal 

1. Background and Context

The Community Initiative Fund (CIF) is a County Local Committee (CLC) 
administered fund that provides assistance to local community projects. Bids 
should show evidence of supporting one or more of The Five Ways to 
Wellbeing - a set of evidence-based actions which promote people’s wellbeing. 
They are: Connect, Be Active, Take Notice, Keep Learning and Give.  

The terms and conditions, eligibility criteria and overall aim of the CIF have 
been agreed by all CLC Chairmen and they, along with details of the Five 
Ways of Wellbeing, can be found on the County Local Committee pages of the 
West Sussex County Council website using the following link

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/your_council/meetings_and_decision-
making/county_local_committees/community_initiative_funding.aspx

For projects to be considered for funding they must upload their project idea 
to the West Sussex Crowd (www.westsussexcrowd.org.uk) funding platform 
and pitch to the Community Initiative fund. 

2. Proposal

That the Committee considers the pitches to the Community Initiative Funding 
as set out in Appendix A. 

Pledges will be considered in the preparation and fundraising stage. When 
considering pitches in the preparation stage, decisions are subject to the 
applicant receiving full verification from locality and starting fundraising by the 
end of the financial year. 
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3. Resources

For the 2018/19 financial year, North Mid Sussex CLC has a total of 
£41,999.27 for allocation. Details of awards made in the last year are included 
in Appendix B.  

There are two new pitches for consideration by the Committee, with a total 
project cost of £29,978.00. Both pitches are in the preparation stage.  These 
are outlined in Appendix A and can also be viewed at:  
www.westsussexcrowd.org.uk

CIF is intended for applications upto £5,000.  

Factors taken into account

4. Consultation

Before a project can be added to the West Sussex Crowd it must be eligible 
for the spacehive platform, and then before beginning crowd funding must be 
verified by Locality. This involves inspecting the project to make sure it’s 
viable and legitimate. The Democratic Services Officer, in consultation with 
the local County Councillor, will preview all projects that have then gone on to 
pitch to the Community Initiative Fund to ensure they meet the criteria. 

District and Borough Council colleagues are consulted on whether applicants 
have applied to any funds they administer.  In addition, some CLCs have CIF 
Sub Groups that preview pitches and make recommendations to the CLC.  

5. Risk Management Implications

There is a risk in allocating any funding that the applicant will not spend some 
or all of it or that it might be spent inappropriately.  Therefore the terms and 
conditions associated with CIF provide for the County Council to request the 
return of funds. 

6. Other Options Considered

The pitching process asks for information about whether a project could 
proceed if the organisation only received 90 per cent of the funding applied 
for. The CLC is invited to take this into consideration in deciding the level of 
any award.

The Committee do have the option to defer or decline pitches but must give 
valid reasons for doing so.

 
7. Equality Duty

Democratic Services Officers consider the outcome intentions for each pitch.  
It is considered that for the following pitches, the intended outcomes would:

 advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected 
characteristic and people who do not share it; and
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 foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic 
and people who do not share it.

The CLC in considering any pitch should be alert to the need to consider any 
equality implications arising from the bid or the way the money is to be used if 
any are indicated in the information provided.

8. Social Value

The criteria for the Community Initiative Funding asks applicants to evidence 
support for one or more of the Five Ways to Wellbeing - a set of evidence-
based actions which promote people’s wellbeing.

9. Crime and Disorder Act Implications

The applications for decision contain projects that will positively benefit the 
community and contribute toward the County Council’s obligations to reduce 
crime and disorder and promote public safety in section 17 of the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998. 

10. Human Rights Act Implications

The County Council’s positive obligations under the Human Rights Act have 
been considered in the preparation of these recommendations but none of 
significance emerges.

Tony Kershaw
Director of Law and Assurance                           

Contact: Monique Smart – 0330 222 2540

Background Papers:  Pitches are available to view on 
www.westsussexcrowd.org.uk
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Current Pitches 

The following projects have pitched to the community initiative fund since the last 
meeting:

In Preparation

 The Stone Quarry Crew, Quarry Café Counter, £5,312.00 – Towards  a 
modular display counter.  https://www.spacehive.com/quarry-cafe-
counter

 Sussex Clubs for Young People Ltd, Streetmate, A mobile Youth Space, 
£27,666.00 – Towards a mobile unit, paintowrk and interior 
work/equipment. https://www.spacehive.com/streetmate
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Community Initiative Funding: Summary for 2017 – 2018

The following applications have received funding in the 2017/2018 financial year.

Applicant Summary Awarded Member Evaluation
69/NMS 
Warninglid 
Residents 
Societs

Towards a Speed 
indictor device £2,500.00

Bill 
Acraman

No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

132/NMS 
Sussex 
Clubs for 
Young 
People

Towards setting up 
the Duke of 
Cornwall Award

£830.00

Heidi 
Brunsdon

No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

142/NMS 
Crawley 
Down 
Memorial 
Association

War remembrance £3,000.00

Heidi 
Brunsdon

No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

149/NMS 
East 
Grinstead 
Armed 
Forces Day

RAF 100 £1,000.00

Liz Bennett No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

163/
NMS Weir 
Wood 
Sailing Club

Open the Gates £2,500.00

Heidi 
Brunsdon

No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

166/NMS 
Ashurst 
Wood 
Village 
Council

Ashstock Festival £1,000.00

Jacquie 
Russell

No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

167/NMS 
Imberlink

Cricket in the 
Community £4,766.00

Heidi 
Brunsdon

No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

173/NMS 
Pericles 
Theatre 
Company

Towards the 
promise of 
everlasting youth

£2,500.00

Andrew Lea No 
Evaluation 
form 
received

181/NMS 
East 
Grinstead 
Athletics 
Club

Towards a Hammer 
Cage £3,500.00

Jacquie 
Russell

No 
Evaluation 
form 
received
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North Mid Sussex County Local Committee Ref: NMS02 
(18/19)

13 June 2018 Key Decision:
No

Nominations for Local Authority Governors to 
Maintained Schools and Academy Governing Bodies 

Part I 

Report by Director of Education and Skills Electoral 
Divisions: All in 
CLC Area 

Executive Summary 

The County Local Committee (CLC) duty regarding school governance is to stimulate 
interest and commitment to the governance of maintained schools and academies in 
the area and to identify and nominate suitable persons to serve as school governors 
on behalf of the County Council.
 
This report asks the Committee to make nominations of Local Authority Governors 
as outlined below.  

Recommendation

That the nomination (s) for appointment(s) / reappointment(s) of Local Authority 
Governor(s) set out in Appendix A, be approved.

Proposal 

1. Background and Context

1.1 The function of the nomination of school governors to maintained schools 
and academies is delegated to County Local Committees (CLCs) because it 
enables local county councillors to maintain a valuable link with the schools 
and helps promote to the wider public the important role of school governors.

1.2 Local authority governors are nominated by the local authority but appointed 
by the governing body.  The CLC can nominate any eligible person as a local 
authority governor, but it is for the governing body to decide whether their 
nominee has the skills to contribute to the effective governance and success 
of the school and meets any other eligibility criteria they have set. The duty 
of the CLC is therefore to identify and nominate suitable persons to serve as 
school governors for maintained schools and academies on behalf of the 
County Council.  The CLC, as representatives of the local authority, should 
make every effort to understand the governing body’s requirements and 
identify and nominate suitable candidates. Without a CLC nomination a 
school is not able to appoint a Local Authority governor.

1.3 CLCs’ delegated powers include the ability to appoint Authority, Community 
and Parent Governors to temporary governing bodies.  Further changes are 
expected in due course in relation to temporary governing bodies.
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1.4 CLCs also have the function to make nominations for the County Council to 
governing bodies of academies in accordance with either the funding 
agreement with the relevant government department or instrument of 
governance, as appropriate. 

2. Nominations for Local Authority Governors

2.1 All county councillors are entitled to nominate for any school, although 
normal practice has dictated that the local county councillor’s nomination can 
take precedence.  County councillors should aim to familiarise themselves 
with the schools in their local area and are advised to consult the chairman of 
governors and/or head teacher concerning any local authority governing 
body vacancies.  

2.2 The role of a governor can be complex as specific actions or ways of 
operating will vary depending on the type of school, its individual ethos and 
current circumstances. Governors provide the strategic leadership for schools 
alongside the head teacher. They should look to provide support and 
challenge for the school. Experience gained through a range of activities e.g. 
work, voluntary service or family life, where relevant, should be given equal 
consideration. 

2.3 The 2012 Regulations (as amended) require that any newly-appointed 
governor has, in the opinion of the person making the appointment, ‘the 
skills required to contribute to the effective governance and success of the 
school’.  This could include specific skills such as an ability to understand 
data or finances as well as general capabilities such as the capacity and 
willingness to learn.

2.4 The following criteria are in place for the nominations of local authority 
governors:

i) governors are nominated on the basis of suitability and not in 
accordance with political party affiliations,

ii) applicants will not normally be nominated as local authority governors 
at a school if they are the husband, wife or partner of a permanent 
member of staff at that school,

iii) where the local authority appoints additional members to the 
governing body of a school identified by Ofsted as having serious 
weaknesses or requiring special measures, such governors will be 
appointed by the relevant Cabinet Member on the nomination of the 
relevant Director since it is usually advantageous to bring in 
experienced governors from other areas

iv) where the local authority appoints additional members to the 
governing body of a school identified by Ofsted as having serious 
weaknesses or requiring special measures, such governors will be 
appointed by the relevant Cabinet Member on the nomination of the 
relevant Director since it is usually advantageous to bring in 
experienced governors from other areas

v) if a county councillor is appointed as a local authority governor, and 
either does not stand for re-election or does not retain the seat during 
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the quadrennial County Council elections, his/her term of office will 
automatically end on 31 August next following the elections. A county 
councillor, who resigns his /her seat on the Council, will within 4 
months of his/her resignation cease to be a local authority governor. 
In either case, he/she is, of course, eligible for re-appointment if 
nominated by a county councillor.

2.5 If there are more applications than vacancies this will be made clear in 
Appendix A. Any discussion of the relevant merits of the candidates will be 
discussed in Part II of an agenda, in the absence of the press and public. This 
should then not discourage any potential candidates from applying, knowing 
that any discussion of their application will occur in private session.  

3. Reappointments

3.1 Details of local authority governors seeking nomination for reappointment 
are forwarded to the governing body chairman and to the local county 
councillor. These nominations automatically progress to the next CLC 
meeting for decision unless an objection is received from a member by the 
given closing date. The governing body would be asked for comments on the 
nomination, and an objection may be lodged on the grounds of poor 
attendance.

4. Current Vacancies

4.1 The current vacancies in the CLC area are detailed in Appendix B. 

4.2 Information about the role of school governors is available on the County 
Council website via this link: 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-
and-colleges/information-for-governors/

5. Proposal

That the Committee makes the nomination (s) of Governors as set out in the 
recommendation above and Appendix A.  
 

6. Resources 

There are no resource implications arising from this decision as it is a 
nomination to a governing body.   

Factors taken into account

7. Consultation

Local county councillors, head teachers and chairmen of governors have been 
consulted on all applications received.  It is assumed that all are in 
support unless objections are received by Governor Services and/or the local 
county councillor.  
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8. Risk Management Implications

There may be a risk that on-going vacancies on a school governing body 
above a level of 25% will weaken its effectiveness.

9. Other Options Considered

County councillors can decide not to make a nomination to a governing body. 
They may defer an application if they require further information or 
consultation to enable them to come to a decision.  In such a case the 
Governing Body cannot make an appointment.

10. Equality Duty. 

The Equality Duty does not need to be addressed as it is a decision making 
an appointment or nomination to a governing body.

11. Social Value 

None

12. Crime and Disorder Act Implications 

None

13. Human Rights Implications
 

None

Deborah Myers
Director of Education and Skills

Contact:   Governor Services Administrator
0330 222 8887

Appendix A:  Local Authority Governors - Appointments, Reappointments or 
Nominations

Appendix B:  Current Vacancy List 

Background Papers: None.
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Local Authority Governors - Nominations Under the 2012 Regulations 

Maintained Schools

Nominations for Reappointment: 

None

Nominations for Appointment:

Blackwell Primary School

Mrs Margaret Belsey for a four year term

Copthorne C.E. Junior School

Mr Charles McCarthey for a four year term

Academies:

 

None

Temporary Governing Bodies

Non
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Authority Governor Vacancies for North Mid Sussex County Local Committee Area
School Division Division Member Vacant From Current Status Chairman Head

Fairway Infant School Worth Forest Bill Acraman Jul-17 Outstanding Ashleigh Hamilton-Gillings Bridget Davison

BlackWell Primary 
School

East Grinstead Meridian Liz Bennett Mar-17 Application forwarded to CLC David Judson  and 

Robert Bienkowski        

Penny Crocker

Copthorne Primary 
School

Worth Forest Bill Acraman Unknown Application forwarded to CLC Suzanne Few/Ron Adams Joanna Francis
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