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of the North Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 

 
North Mid Sussex County Local Committee  

7 November 2017 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00pm at Ashurst Wood 
Primary School, Ashurst Wood, East Grinstead, RH19 3QW 
 
Present: Mr Acraman (Worth Forest), Mrs Brunsdon (Imberdown), Mr Lea (Linfield 
and High Weald) and Mrs Russell (East Grinstead South & Ashurst Wood) 
 
In attendance:  Miles Davy (CPZ Lead Professional), David Penrose (Democratic 
Services Officer), Gulu Sibanda (Principal Community Officer) and Richard Speller 
(Highway Area Manager) 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Bennett (East Grinstead Meridian). 
 
Welcome and Introductions  
 
15. The Chairman welcomed everyone in attendance to the meeting and invited 

members of the Committee and officers to introduce themselves. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
16. None. 
 
Minutes 
 
17. Resolved – that the minutes of the North Mid Sussex CLC meeting held on 20 
June 2017 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
Urgent Matters 
 
18. There were no urgent matters. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
19. The Highways Area Manager introduced the progress statement. He 
highlighted the following areas: 
  

•        That the developer had agreed to footpath works on Imberhorne Lane to 
an all-weather reasonable standard under a Section 278 Agreement.  This 
meant that the Section 58 agreement could be signed off which would 
release Section 106 monies allowing traffic calming measures to be 
designed following a formal public advertisement  and consultation of the 
proposal. 

 

•       That the North Mid Sussex CLC Speed Indicator Device had been stolen 
but, as West Sussex County Council was a self-insuring organisation, 
another would be purchased and alternative ways of securing it 
considered. 

 

•        That the first phase of the gas main replacement in London Road was 
scheduled for a five week period, and the company would not be granted 
an extension.  The works would cease on 17 November and re-open on 



 

the 18th January for the second phase.  This phase would entail the 
physical closing of Beechings Way, and the longest diversion of the works.  
The works would be advertised through social media and local parishes.  
In reply to a query from a Member, it was noted that variable message 
signs would be utilised on the road. 

 

•       The TRO in Calluna Drive, Copthorne was being progressed with the help of 
Worth Parish Council, and it would be advertised by the end of November 
and delivered by the end of the financial year. 

 

•        The Ardingly traffic calming scheme was virtually complete; the Slaugham 
one was now in the design phase. 

 

•       Work was being undertaken with the Queen Victoria Hospital in order to 
develop a Transport plan to help with their car parking issues.  The 
hospital had 900 staff and only 300 car parking spaces. 

 

•       Once a new SID had been purchased, it would be placed in Brookhill Road, 
Worth. 

 

• He offered apologies to residents of Turners Hill, as the order to put yellow 
box markings in front of the Fire Station should have been rescinded. 

 

•        Proposals for traffic calming schemes for Sandy Lane were awaited from 
the Parish. 

 
In reply to a question from a Member, he reiterated that before the SID was 
replaced, he would investigate ways of improving the security of the device and a 
report would be brought to the next meeting. 

 
20. Resolved - that the Committee note the written and verbal updates. 
 
Road Space Audits 
 
21. The Committee received a presentation on road space audits. The Lead CPZ 
Professional highlighted the following areas: 
 

• That an RSA was a more progressive approach towards parking management 
that sought to determine whether there were alternatives for the Council and 
its partners to consider existing and future parking demands. 

 

• The RSA would identify potential future demands and pressures and make 
recommendations for improvement, enabling officers to assess what measures 
and resources may be required to meet the challenges, adjust supply and 
optimise the efficiency of the road network and parking supply. 

 

• That the audits would be prioritised for the County’s Priority Growth Areas: 
Crawley, Burgess Hill and Worthing. However, it was possible for other 
authorities to fund their own audits, which Mid Sussex District Council had 
done for East Grinstead. 

 

• The East Grinstead RSA would seek to support emerging corporate objectives 
and develop a strategic blueprint for the town that would define how parking 
provision, combined with other sustainable transport initiatives, would support 
its long term economic prosperity. 



 

• That the initial part of the audit had been a desk based and, in reply to a 
question from a member, he confirmed that the collection of road data would 
take place over the next few weeks. 

• That the intention was that any potential changes to parking would be self-
funding, in that any increase in on-street revenue would be ring fenced in 
order to facilitate further improvements. 

• The Lead CPZ Professional welcomed the fact that Mid Sussex District Council 
was funding studies in East Grinstead and Burgess Hill although it was 
recognised that parking was just as much of an issue in villages as it was in 
towns. 

 
 
‘Talk with Us’ Open Forum & Community Updates 
 
22. The Chairman invited questions from the audience. 
 
23. Mrs Ros Furley from the East Grinstead Cycle Forum questioned whether the 
design of the Imberhorne Lane traffic calming measures would include cycle way 
provision.  The Highways Area Manager reassured her that there would be a formal 
consultation on possible options and that this could include cycle lanes placed behind 
the build outs on the road. 

 
24. Mrs Felicity Hatch from the Arts Society, East Grinstead expressed concern 
about the lack of pedestrian crossings outside the Chequer Mead Community Arts 
Centre.  The Highways Area Manager said a review of the area had been 
undertaken, and it was technically possible to make the required changes. A formal 
Community Highway scheme request, with the support of the local Member, would 
have to be made through the Council’s website.  It would then be scored with other 
submitted schemes. 

 
25. Karen Lindsay, from the Ashurst Wood Village Council said that the withdrawal 
of the 3 in 1 card had resulted in a detrimental effect on those students travelling to 
Sackville as it now cost £100 a month to get from Ashurst to Sackville.  This had 
also meant that there had been a marked increase in the number of cars going to 
Sackville.  West Sussex County Council had advised that there was a 25% student 
discount on the bus, but it was only for 5% from Ashurst Wood, and only applied to 
a weekly ticket.  This was not widely advertised and many in the area were unaware 
of it.  There were safety issues associated with using the A22 as there was no easy 
way to get to the cycle way from the village and the costs of running a minibus from 
the village had been prohibitive for the Village Council.  
 
26. It was noted that the same problems were shared by Crawley Down, West 
Hoathly and Copthorne, all of which were rural parishes.     

 
27. The Chairman requested that the Parish Councils in the North Mid Sussex area 
consider collecting data on the numbers of children who travelled to school over the 
statutory 3 mile distance.  This information could then be used to inform the debate 
on school transport at the next meeting of the Committee.  

 
28. It was noted that the feedback that the Communities Against Gatwick Noise 
Emission (CAGNE) had provided to the recent Gatwick consultation had appeared to 
be successful, as there had been a 4% decrease in flights over Crawley Down.   
 

 



 

School Transport 
 
29. The Committee expressed concern that no Officer had been available to 
attend the meeting in order to discuss the briefing paper on School Transport.  As 
result, the Chairman stated that, with the unanimous support of the Committee, she 
would defer this item as it was not possible to address questions that would arise 
without the presence of an Officer.  The matter would be fully debated at the next 
meeting.  It was agreed that an Officer should be present to address issues that 
arose as part of the discussion. 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
30. The Committee considered a report on Community Initiative Funding by the 
Director of Law, Assurance and Strategy (copy appended to the signed minutes) 
 
31. The Committee debated the respective merits of the current applications. 

 
32. Resolved: that the following application be approved: 
 

69/NMS – Warninglid Residents Society, £2,500.00, towards a Speed 
Indicator Device.  
 

33. Resolved: that the following application be deferred and that officers be asked 
to work with the applicant in order to improve the application: 

65/NMS – Crawley Down Village Hall Car Park Project, £2170.00, towards 
Car Park building and improvements. 
 

Nominations and Appointments to School and Academy Governing Bodies 
 
34. The Committee considered a report by Executive Director of Children, 
Adults’, Families, Health & Education (copy attached to the signed minutes).  
 
35. Resolved –That the Committee approved the following nomination under the 

2012 Regulations:- 
 

(1) Re-appointment:  of Mr John Durrant for a four year term to Ashurst 
Wood Primary School 

 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 

36. The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the North Mid Sussex 
County Local Committee would be held on Thursday 1 March 2018 at 7pm in East 
Grinstead Library. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 


