
Agenda Item 3 

North Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
14 June 2012 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00pm, Glenvue. 
 
Present: Christine Field, Member for Lindfield and High Weald (Chairman), Bill 
Acraman, Member for Worth Forest; Liz Bennett, Member for East Grinstead 
Meridian; Heidi Brunsdon, Member for Imberdown and John O’Brien, Member for 
East Grinstead South and Ashurst Wood. 
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
1.  Christine Field welcomed all to the meeting and explained that the County Local 
Committee (CLC) was a meeting in public rather than a public meeting and that as 
usual all contributions from the floor would be at the discretion of the Chairman. 
 
2.  Liz Bennett let the Chairman know that she would need to leave the meeting by 
8.15pm. 
 
Election of Chairman 
 
3.  Heidi Brunsdon nominated Mrs Field as Chairman for the 2012/13 municipal 
year.  John O’Brien seconded the nomination and Mrs Field was duly elected. 
 
Declaration of Interests 

 
4.  Mrs Brunsdon declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 6 and said she 
would leave the room for the debate and the vote on that item. 
 
Minutes  

 
5.  Resolved - that the minutes of the meeting held on 08 March 2012 were 

 approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
 
Urgent Matters 
 
6.  There were no urgent matters. 
 
East Grinstead – various roads.  Revised proposals to introduce residents 
parking controls and review existing waiting restrictions 

7.  Mrs Brunsdon left the meeting at this point. 

8. Miles Davy (Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) – Lead Professional) introduced a 
report by the Director of Operations, Communities and Infrastructure (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). The Chairman acknowledged that this was a 
complex and difficult issue and assured residents that the Committee had 
considered the report and representations received from the public, very carefully.  
It was also highlighted that there would be a review of any changes within six 
months of implementation.  The Chairman invited questions and comments from 
members which included: 
 

• A question on the proposals for restrictions across residents’ driveways in 
Hurst Farm Road.  Mr Davy explained that parking bays would run the length 



of the road and residents would therefore be able to park one car on their 
driveway and one car across the driveway in the road using a visitors permit 
and that  no other resident would be able to park in that space.   

• A question on future proofing of the proposals in the light of development 
coming forward from the Bluebell Railway.  Mr Davy explained that vehicles 
using the railway would not be permitted to park in residential streets.  Mrs 
Bennett emphasised that the coming development would provide more than 
100 car parking spaces specifically for the railway users 

• A suggestion that the price of a three month voucher for parking at East 
Grinstead station be publicised more widely because at £1.90 a day this was 
a very reasonable cost to commuters 

• A comment on the importance of allowing sufficient time for changes to ‘bed 
in’ prior to review 

• A question on whether a consensus had been reached on proposals for 
Crossways.  Mr Davy explained that the choices were to do nothing, to apply 
blanket restrictions  or to use resident’s and visitors permits, all were 
contentious but it was felt that the proposals as outlined were the best 
solution.  He reiterated that all changes would be subject to review 

• Questions about the types, costs and availability of permits.  Mr Davy 
explained these. 

 
9.   The Chairman referred members to the recommendations in the report and 
invited their vote.  
 
10.    Resolved that the Committee authorised the Head of Legal and Democratic 
  Services to make the proposed Traffic Regulation Order as advertised, 
  (see paragraph 4.5), save for the amendments set out in paragraph 
  4.6.   
  
11.  Mrs Brunsdon rejoined the meeting at this point. 
 
Prevention and Well Being Grants 
 
12. The Chairman referred the Committee to the grant applications detailed in 
appendix C of the report by the Executive Director, Public Health, Well Being and 
Safeguarding (copy appended to the signed minutes).  Members considered the 
merits of each one against what it considered to be the needs of the community. 
 
13.   Resolved that the Committee approved the funding applications as set out in 
  Appendix 3 of the report. 
    
Copthorne – various roads – proposed prohibition of waiting 
 
14. George Chisenga introduced this report by Director Communities and 
Infrastructure (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The Committee noted that 
this was one of the Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) that it had prioritised for 
progression and that it still accorded with its wishes.   
 
15. Resolved that the Committee, having considered that the resulting benefits 
  to the community outweighed the concerns raised, authorised the 
  Head of Legal and Democratic Services to make the Traffic Regulation 
  Order as advertised and detailed at Paragraph 1.9. 



Blackwell Road – Proposed Prohibition of Waiting 
 
16. George Chisenga introduced this report by Director Communities and 
Infrastructure (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The Committee noted that 
this was one of the Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) that it had prioritized for 
progression and that it still accorded with its wishes.   
 
17. Resolved that the Committee, having considered that the resulting benefits 
  to the community outweighed the concerns raised, authorised the 
  Head of Legal and Democratic Services to make the Traffic Regulation 
  Order  as advertised and detailed at Paragraphs 1.7 and 1.8. 
  
Community Initiative Funding 
 
18. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services (copy appended to the signed minutes) which set out four bids for 
Community Initiative Funding. The Committee considered the merits of the projects 
for which funding was sought. Funding for application 1877 was declined as the 
Committee felt that it did not meet the grant criteria and noted that it had already 
made a contribution towards this project. 
 
19. Resolved that the following awards be made: 
 

1853/NMS, East Grinstead Town Football Club.  Requested £2,500, 
towards the cost of a disabled ramp and toilet facility.  Awarded 
£2,500. 

 
1862/NMS Friends of Newick House School, £2,000, costs for an 
arts-project for pupils. Awarded £2,000. 

 
1880/NMS East Grinstead Council for Voluntary Service, Requested 
£1,950, costs towards running funding surgeries for local voluntary 
groups.  Awarded £1,950. 

 
The Committee declined funding for the following organisation as it felt 
it had supported this project sufficiently in the past: 

 
1877/NMS Ashurst Wood Community Pre-School, Requested £2,300, 
architect costs for the preparation of contractor tenders.  Funding 
declined. 

 
20.  Mrs Bennett left the meeting at this point. 
 
Appointment of Authority Governors 
 
21. The Chairman referred members to the appointments of Authority Governors 
as set out in the report by Operations – Learning (copy appended to the signed 
minutes).   
 
22. Resolved that the following appointment and reappointment were made: 

Appointment:  
            i. Mrs J Holden to Crawley Down for a 4 year term 



Re-appointment: 
i. Mrs A Wiles to Grenestede Federation for a 4 year term 

 
23. The Chairman drew attention to the vacancies for Authority Governors in the 
North Mid Sussex area, noted that a candidate would be forthcoming for 
Imberhorne but invited anyone interested in becoming a governor at any of the 
other schools to contact the Committee Support Officer. 
 
Area Infrastructure Plan - Update 
 
24.  The Committee noted this update by the Director of Communities and 
Infrastructure (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The Chairman emphasised 
the transparency and accountability of the new process for prioritising projects that 
the Committee wanted to take forward in its area.    
 
East Grinstead Traffic Management Study 
 
25.  The Chairman explained the current work on the analysis of the Atkins Report 
and confirmed that it would not be coming to the Committee for discussion, but 
would be considered by the County Council in partnership with the District and 
Town Council Mr Chisenga undertook to arrange for Mrs Brunsdon to meet with the 
Project Manager to discuss funding for the traffic management proposals. 
 
talk with us’ – Open Forum 
 
26. The Chairman invited questions and comments on items not on the agenda.  
It was noted that residents were anxious to reopen discussion on the CPZ.  The 
Chairman reiterated that the proposals were to be implemented as soon as possible 
and would be reviewed after they had been in place for six months. 
 
27. A resident queried the likelihood of compulsory purchase orders on housing 
in West Street.  It was explained that this was not in the remit of the County 
Council.  
 
28. The Committee further noted some residents’ frustrations about the decision 
it had made on the revised proposals for the CPZ, concerns on the consultation 
process and contention that the County Council sought to make money from its 
parking restrictions.  The Chairman reiterated the review process and with regard 
to the consultation exercise undertook to write to the Cabinet Member for Highways 
and Transport.  Mr Davy refuted the suggestion that parking restrictions were a 
money making venture citing the Traffic Management Act of 2004.  
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
29. The Chairman informed all that the next meeting would be held on 05 
September 2012 and that a venue would be sought in Ashurst Wood. 
 
30. The meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
 
 
 
Chairman 


