
Agenda Item No. 4  

North Horsham County Local Committee  
 
11 March 2013 – At a meeting of the Committee at 7.00pm held at County Hall 
North, Chartway, Horsham.  
 
Present: Mr Catchpole, Dr Dennis, Mr Hellawell, Mr Hodgson, Mrs Jupp, Mrs Millson, 
Mr Sheldon and Mr Watson OBE (Chairman).  
 
Chairman’s Welcome and Introductions 
 
96. The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  The Chairman congratulated 
Holy Trinity C of E Primary, Lower Beeding and Shelley Primary School, Broadbridge 
Heath for achieving ‘good’ school ratings in recent Ofsted reports. 
 
Declaration of Interests  
 
97. Mr Sheldon declared a personal and prejudicial interest regarding item 11 
and the application for CIF funding from Horsham Matters as Chief Executive of the 
organisation.   

 
Minutes  
 
98. Resolved - That the minutes of the North Horsham County Local Committee  

(CLC) meeting held on 17 December 2012 be approved as a correct 
record and that they be signed by the Chairman. 

 
Urgent Matters 
 
99. There were no urgent matters. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
100. The Committee noted a report which provided updates on matters arising 
from previous meetings of the CLC (copy appended to the signed minutes).  The 
following points were discussed: 
 
• Regarding Oak Tree Way, Mrs Millson informed the meeting that she had 

spoken to the Chief Executive of Horsham District Council, who had confirmed 
that the businesses in Redkiln Way could use the space created by the removal 
of recycling units for parking.  Access would be via the existing dropped kerb 
and there would be no further changes to the layout of the road. 

• Mr Catchpole commented that the CPZ review consultation around Littlehaven 
had been conducted 9 months ago and he raised his concern that the delay to 
the review gave the County Council a bad name, having received a number of 
complaints from residents.  The Principal Community Officer stated that the 
Littlehaven area had been encompassed into the town wide scheme for financial 
reasons which accounted for the delay. Members expressed their 
disappointment that they had not been informed of the decision to encompass 
the earlier consultation in the town wide scheme.  Dr Dennis highlighted that 
the CPZ was going to pick up some other problems in the town and did not 
want these to fall through the net.  Mr Catchpole asked if the Chairman could 
write to the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport to ask for the CPZ in 
Horsham to be delivered as early as possible.  Members should be kept updated 



 
 
 
 

as well as local residents of the timetable.  It was agreed that the Chairman 
would write to the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport on behalf of the 
CLC. 

• It was noted that residents of Parkside Mews were confused and frustrated with 
the parking problems in the road.  Mr Sheldon commented that with only three 
TRO’s a year the CPZ was crucial.  

• Inspector McKnight reported that Billingshurst Parish Council had asked for 
police attendance at two meetings a year with written reports in between and 
this had been provided.  Mr Hodgson commented that Rusper Parish Council 
would like police attendance at meetings and would inform them that this could 
be requested.  Three other parish councils were attended by PCSO’s to give 
reports. 

• Regarding cast iron steel brackets for finger post direction signs, the Chairman 
had received a list of companies who would be able to provide the pattern.  The 
Principal Community Officer undertook to pass this list to the clerk of 
Billingshurst Parish Council who would distribute to other local parishes. 

 
Community Policing Update 
 
101. The Chairman welcomed Inspector Clare McKnight, the Horsham 
Neighbourhood Policing Team Inspector, to the meeting. Inspector McKnight 
reported on local initiatives, including:- 
 
• There was good news, total crime was down by 3.7%, criminal damage was 

down by 11% and anti-social behavior was down by 11.3%. 
• There had been an increase in burglary dwelling which was up by 34% due to 

an additional 32 offences over a 5 month period.  Operation Detroit was 
underway to rectify this. 

• There had been a ‘Day of Action’ on drugs with residents of four house 
charged with the intent to supply.  Two cannabis factories were uncovered, 
one with a £1m - £1½m turnover.  The next ‘Day of Action’ was scheduled 
for 21st March which would target traffic which would involve enforcement 
and education for the use of seat belts and mobile phones etc.  

• A community office would be open from March in Billingshurst Village Hall 
with a formal launch at the end of March. 

• A street pastor scheme was due to launched.   
• The development of ‘drop in’ community shop in Swan Walk was underway 

run by volunteer groups and the police. 
 

102.  The Chairman thanked Inspector McKnight for her report. 
 
Priorities for Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) 
 
103. The Committee considered a report by the Director Communities 
Commissioning and Head of Highways and Transport (copy attached to the signed 
minutes).  Steve Bicknell, Principal Community Officer, introduced the report 
highlighting that each request was assessed on SPACE form.  80 TRO’s were 
developed across the County with an additional 42 from CLC’s per year. 
 
104. Members of the committee made comments and asked questions including: 
 



 
 
 
 

• Mr Hodgson stated that Slinfold Parish Council were disappointed that their 
request for a 20mph limit in the village was going nowhere.  The area 
contained a school, church, pub, village hall and shop which were used by 
vulnerable people and the proposal would be of enormous benefit to 
residents at minimal cost and he would like to see it as number 3 on the list. 
The Principal Community Officer commented that the assessments were 
reviewed each year by the same officer for consistency.  

• Mr Hellawell commented that the scoring system may need to be reviewed. 
• Dr Dennis highlighted that the TRO listed as 4 in the list, Park Terrace East 

had funding agreed and was being done as a matter of urgency, therefore 
this would be removed from the list.  It was noted that the issue of parking 
in Parkside Mews could be picked up as part of the CPZ review and 
temporary TRO could be implemented in the meantime.  The Principal 
Community Officer highlighted that others, parish councils for example, could 
take on the consultation to design and implement a scheme.  Dr Dennis 
added that it was important to ensure all potential town schemes are within 
the CPZ. 

• Mrs Millson suggested that there was a need to separate speed restrictions 
and waiting restrictions. 

• It was asked if parish councils could part fund schemes in conjunction with 
the County Council.  The Principal Community Officer confirmed that they 
could fund a TRO in part or in full to order to assist implementation. It was 
also commented that development west of Horsham would increase the 
numbers of TROs on the list.  The Chairman commented that these would be 
funded by developers.  Regarding parish council involvement, Mr Sheldon 
commented that it was essential to enable parish council’s etc. to understand 
other mechanisms of getting TROs funded.   

• Dr Dennis informed the meeting that the Head of Highways and Transport 
had informed a select committee meeting that the whole system would be 
reviewed including more resources to sort out the long list of schemes. 
 

105. Resolved –  
 

(i) The following priority order (top three) for implementing Traffic 
Regulation Orders within the CLC area:  

1. B2110 Handcross to Plummers Plain, Lower Beeding – extend 50mph  
2. Leechpool Lane and Woodlands Way, Roffey, Horsham – junction 

protection 
3. Little Bridges Close, Lakeside and Station Road, Southwater – waiting 

restrictions 
 

(ii)  The removal of the following Traffic Regulation Orders from the CLC 
area priority list: 
• Harwood Road, Horsham – Waiting restriction review 
• 175 to 177 Crawley Road, Horsham – Waiting restriction review 
• Broadbridge Heath Village to Warnham Village – 40mph limit to 

link up with existing 30mph limit restrictions 
• Purton Road/Kempshott Road, Horsham – Waiting restriction 

review 
• Rusper – HGV Weight Limit Review 
• Foxleigh Chase, Horsham – Waiting restrictions 
• Crawley Road/Earles Meadow, Horsham – Waiting restrictions 



 
 
 
 

• Little Comptons, Horsham – Waiting restrictions 
 

(iii) The Committee noted the removal of Park Terrace East/Livingston 
Road/Queens Street, Horsham – extension of 9am-5pm waiting 
restrictions as this was currently being progressed. 
 

(iv) The Committee requested that the remainder of the schemes be 
rescored and that the SPACE system be reviewed. 

 
(v) The Committee asked for consideration to be given to separating 

parking and speed restrictions. 
 
West Sussex Flood Investigation Report 
 
106. The Principal Community Officer, Steve Bicknell, introduced the report 
(http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/osd/flood/final_report.pdf) that had been 
produced as part of Operation Watershed.  This had been set up to recognise issues 
raised by recent bad weather.  
 
107. Members of the committee made comments and asked questions including: 
 
• The Chairman commented that the fund which had been set up to alleviate 

problems largely on the south coast and suggested that the CLC may wish to 
ask that some of money is used for issues in the North Horsham area.  
Members suggested a number of urgent works which were required and it 
was agreed that a list of these works should be collated by the Principal 
Community Officer. 

• A representative from Warnham Parish Council stated there was major 
flooding in Warnham due to ditches and culverts under the road. It was 
asked who took responsibility for these, landowners or the County Council.  
Residents wished to see Northlands Road prioritised as it had been closed 6 
times over 3 months.  Mr Hodgson stated that he had driven in the area with 
George Chisenga to highlight issues caused by failed drainage and issues of 
maintenance.    The Principal Community Officer stated that £135,000 had 
been allocated to assess the importance of gullies; if it was only 50% full 
then it would not be emptied.  Gullies rated as high would be emptied twice a 
year, medium would be emptied once a year and low would be emptied once 
every three years.  

• The Chairman stated that a better level of regular maintenance was required.  
Mr Hodgson added that rural drainage was critical. 

 
108. Members agreed that the Principal Community Officer would send members a 
list of schemes included in the Flood Management Action Plan so that they could 
add any schemes they believed were missing.  It was agreed that when this list was 
finalised it would be submitted to the Cabinet Member to consider as part of his 
priorities. 
 
Proposed Stopping-up of existing highway under Section 116 of the 
Highways Act 1980 – south of Tanbridge House School, Horsham 
 
109. The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director Communities 
Commissioning and Strategic Planning Manager (copy appended to the signed 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/osd/flood/final_report.pdf


 
 
 
 

minutes).  Steve Bicknell, Principal Community Officer introduced the report and 
members endorsed the recommendation. 
 
110.        Resolved – the Head of Law and Governance be authorised to make an 

application to the Magistrates Court to Stop Up the part of the public 
highway as shown in black hatching on the key plan contained in 
Appendix A subject to the provision of a new adopted 
footpath/cyclepath shown indicatively coloured blue on the aforesaid 
plan.  

 
Talk with Us (Open Forum)  
 
111. The Chairman invited general questions/comments from members of the 
public present at the meeting. 
 
• The Committee received a petition from the residents of Swann Way 

regarding insufficient parking.  Cars were being parked on green areas which 
were creating a mud bath and creating an unsafe environment for children to 
play.  It was asked that grass verges be hardened to allow parking on kerbs.  
Mr Sheldon stated that he had asked for this to be added to the 
infrastructure plan. 

• A request was made by Slinfold Parish Council for assistance from the County 
Council for 106 funding for a school car park which would accommodate 
around 20 cars and therefore remove them from the road.  Members of the 
CLC supported this request in principle. 

• Jane Apostolou representing the Horsham Town Community Partnership 
asked how application for funding from the County Council for the Riverside 
Walk Project from could be tracked through the CLC.  The CLC supported the 
project and members would seek how this could be progressed through the 
Big Society Fund.  The Principal Community Officer also undertook to see if 
there were potential 106 funds available for the project. 

• A representative from Warnham Parish Council asked if the parish council 
could be resupplied with community information updates.  The Principal 
Community Officer undertook to resend the information. 

 
112. Resolved – That the above issues are noted and that progress will be 

reported to the next meeting of the Committee as appropriate.   
 
Community Initiative Funding (CIF)  
 
113. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services, which sought decisions on applications received under the CIF scheme 
(copy appended to the signed minutes).   The Chairman indicated that application 
1989/NH from Friends of Station Road Gardens (Billingshurst) Ltd had been 
withdrawn.  Mr Hodgson highlighted the changes to CIF from 1st April 2013. 
 
114. As Mr Sheldon had declared a personal and prejudicial interest regarding 
application 2063/NH Horsham Matters the Chairman asked him to leave the room 
whilst the application was discussed.   
 
Mr Sheldon left the room. 
 



 
 
 
 

115. Members discussed the application and decided the application should be 
granted. 
 
116. Resolved – that the application 2063/NH Horsham Matters, £3,600, towards 

Youth Work laptops and training be approved. 
 

Mr Sheldon returned to the room. 
 
117. Members discussed the remaining applications.   
 
118. Resolved – that the following applications and amounts be approved: -  

 
• 1975/NH Colgate Primary School, £1,700 towards works as part of 

the School development plan. 
• 2037/NH Horsham Life Saving Club, £824, towards lifesaving courses 

and exams. 
• 2038/NH Billingshurst Community Partnership Ltd, £1,200, towards a 

Community Action Plan. 
• 2050/NH Shipley Parish Council, £934.50, towards Shipley Parish 

Design Statement. 
• 2060/NH Rudgwick Parish Council, £1,861.32, towards improvements 

to the Sussex Path at Rudgwick. 
• 2061/NH Barns Green Youth Club, £475, towards a new projector. 
• 2062/NH Southwater Local History Group, £500, towards an 

exhibition and book launch. 
 

Appointment of Authority School Governors  
 
119. The Committee considered a report by Head of Learning, which set out 
proposed nominations to school governing bodies and the criteria for their 
appointments and re-appointments (copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
120.         Resolved – That Mr R Friend be re-appointed to North Heath County 

Primary School for a 4 year term and the following appointments for 
four year terms:  
• Mrs L.J. Pettitt to Leechpool School  
• Mrs Clare Schofield to Tanbridge House School  
• Mr Clifford Purvis to The Forest School 

 
Dates of Future Meetings  
 
121. It was noted that the Committee’s next meeting will be held on 24 June 2013 
at 7.00pm in the Main Conference Room, County Hall North, Horsham. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.15p.m. 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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