
Agenda Item No. 3 

North Horsham County Local Committee 
 
23 June 2014– At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 p.m. at County Hall 
North, Horsham. 
 
Present: Mr Catchpole (Holbrook), Dr Dennis (Horsham Hurst); Mrs Jupp 
(Billingshurst), Mrs Kitchen (Warnham and Rusper), Mr Rae (Roffey), Mr Sheldon 
(Tanbridge and Broadbridge Heath), Mr Watson OBE ( Chairman and Southwater 
and Nuthurst).   
 
Apologies: Mrs Millson (Horsham Riverside) 
 
Election of Chairman 
 
1.   Mr Watson (Southwater and Nuthurst) was elected Chairman and Mr 

Catchpole (Holbrook) Vice-Chairman for the 2014/15 Municipal Year. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
2.  In accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct, the following personal 
interest was declared: 

- Mr Rae as a Deputy to the Cabinet Member for Residents’ Services, in 
relation to the Fire and Rescue Service Consultation.  

 
Minutes 
 

3.  Resolved – that the minutes of the North Horsham County Local 
Committee meeting held on 19 March 2014 be approved as a correct record and 
that they be signed by the Chairman.  
Urgent Matters 
 
4. The Community Officer informed members that stage seven of the Tour of 
Britain would travel from Camberley to Brighton on 13 September 2014 and 
would cross the CLC area on the A264 from Broadbridge Heath to Handcross. 
Rolling road closures would be in place and delays of no more than 20/30 
minutes were anticipated.  
  
Progress Statement  
 
5. Members noted the statement on matters arising from the previous 
meeting (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
6. Members noted that a petition had recently been established for traffic 
calming and speed reduction at Itchingfield.  – The Principal Community Officer 
confirmed that as the proposal covered the whole of Itchingfield it would have to 
be included in the Infrastructure Plan to progress. It could be added if the Parish 
Council and local member supported the proposal and there was evidence of 
community support.  
 
7. Members agreed to add an item to the 15 September meeting agenda to 
follow-up their previous request to CLC Chairmen to pursue a blanket 40mph 



  

speed limit for all rural roads. It was requested that Highways and the Police 
attend.  
 
Talk With Us 
 
8. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  Questions 
were asked to which responses were given, including those set out below: 
 

• A crossing guard attendant queried when the double yellow lines would be 
laid at Station Road, Billingshurst. – The Chairman confirmed that, 
weather permitting, the lines would be completed on 24 June.  

• A resident of Warnham expressed concern at the level of aircraft noise 
caused by overflying of the village as a result of Gatwick’s current flight 
path trial. – the local member (Warnham and Rusper) responded that as 
the Civil Aviation Authority was conducting a trial until August to increase 
efficiency. As a trial the CAA was not required to consult on its proposals, 
however public consultation would be required prior to the trial being 
made permanent.   

• A Denne Neighbourhood Councillor requested the CLC consider funding 
pedestrian warning signs on the A264 on the approach to the Riverside 
Walk Crossing East of Wimlands Road. – The Principal Community Officer 
confirmed this was already on the community issues list and would need 
to be progressed via the Infrastructure Planning process.  

• A Warnham Parish Councillor queried the current position regarding the 
proposed temporary traffic management scheme for the village. – The 
Principal Community Officer stated that the percentage increases had 
been agreed, however the CLC would be required to approve expenditure 
as individual schemes came forward.  

 
Fire and Rescue Service Consultation 
 
9. The Committee received a presentation (copy appended to the signed 
minutes) on Phase 2 of the redesign of the West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service 
(FRS). The Deputy Chief Fire Officer reported that:  

• Fire risk continues to reduce and the FRS now respond to a wide range of 
incidents including road traffic collisions and special service incidents, such 
as flooding. The proposals outlined in the consultation were based on data 
analysis to ensure local resources meet risk and county wide resilience.  

• The FRS was aiming to expand its capacity for working with the 
communities, including greater prevention work with vulnerable people 
and community development work, engaging with community groups.  
 

10.   Members made a number of comments, including those that follow. They: 
 
• Queried why provision was moving from the North of the County, with 

high projected population growth, to the South of the County (relocation 
of a fire engine to Littlehampton). – The Deputy Chief responded that 
whilst population growth was a consideration, new-build homes were 
designed to be safe. Deprivation was however a greater risk; and the 
higher concentrations in the South increased risk. He expressed 



  

confidence in the risk modelling process, which was underpinned by 
regular forward planning and evaluation. 

• Queried the capability of a 4x4 response vehicle compared to a traditional 
fire engine. – The Deputy Chief responded that 4x4 vehicles were more 
suited to certain types of risk and can pump water while moving. This is 
particularly useful for rural call-outs. He added that bespoke 
configurations were possible for differing contexts, to ensure maximum 
utility. Queried current response times.  – The Deputy Chief stated that 
the Horsham area was considered a low/medium risk area and response 
times were as follows 

o Medium risk: First appliance – 12 mins./ Second – 15 mins. 
o Low risk: First appliance – 14 mins./ Second – 17 mins.  

• Queried how long the changes to the Service outlined in the consultation 
would be valid for. – The Deputy Chief responded that the Service 
operated on a 5 year planning cycle and that the proposals outlined in the 
consultation may lead to further ongoing changes within that time-frame 
to ensure the best possible service was maintained.  

• Sought confirmation of the number of appliances surplus under the 
proposals. – The Deputy Chief stated that five appliances would no longer 
be required and that these would be disposed of, the value will depend on 
whether they had been purchased or leased. On average there was a 
£22k pa saving on each appliance.  

 
11.  A local resident queried the level of engagement with neighbouring Fire 
Services. – The Deputy Chief stated that there was a close working relationship 
with the nine regional Fire Authorities and that West Sussex had particularly 
strong working relationships with East Sussex, Hampshire and Surrey.  
 
West of Horsham Strategic Development – S106 Prioritisation 
 
12. The Committee received a presentation (copy appended to signed 
minutes) which outlined the current situation regarding S106 contributions and 
overall funding for infrastructure package for west of Horsham which is being 
delivered, at least in part, by developers. The Planning and Transport Policy 
Manager informed members that only £280k of the total developer contributions 
had so far been received and the remainder would be transferred in phases, tied 
to the occupation of homes.  
 
13.  Members made a number of comments, including those that follow. They: 

• Expressed disappointment at the level of the shortfall and concern 
as to whether funding would be located for the primary school and 
traffic management schemes. The Policy Manager responded that 
the extent of the shortfall was a not surprise and provided the 
following responses: 

o Education Funding: A strong case for other funding sources, 
such as Basic Need or funding from the County Council’s 
capital programme could be made for education schemes in 
the plans.  

o Traffic Management: The County Council needed to engage 
with Broadbridge Heath Parish Council and, within the 
context of limited funding availability, ensure that achievable 
scheme designs were developed. 



  

• Queried the certainty that outstanding contributions would be 
forthcoming. – The Policy Manager expressed confidence that all 
contributions would be received as these are secured through 
signed legal agreements with the developers.  However payments 
are phased and payment triggers are related to delivery of homes 
so will be received over the next decade or so. He emphasised that 
the County Council remained committed to realising all elements of 
the infrastructure package. This may require additional time and 
proactive applications for additional funding sources to complete. 
He added that developer contributions from other local schemes 
could potentially be utilised, if those developments would also have 
an impact on the area. 

• Suggested that the County Council needed to be more assertive in 
its approach to developers regarding the potential impact of 
development on pupil numbers and traffic.  

• Emphasised that careful consideration of mitigating work needed to 
be undertaken with the affected villages and that the County 
Council must be held to its commitments to those communities.  

 
14.  Several attending Parish Councillors also made comments, including those 
that follow.  

• A Broadbridge Heath Parish Councillor sought clarification as to 
whether the assumption of additional funding from the sale of the 
Shelley site and the highways depot implied further development 
and queried why there was no outline of potential funding from 
these sites. – The Policy Manager responded that potential for 
additional development had been considered in the current plans 
however no decisions have yet been made to develop these sites.  
The decision to develop additional sites rests with the Cabinet 
Member for Finance and Resources.  

• A Warnham Parish Councillor stated that a technical memo 
required traffic management to occur prior to development. – The 
Policy Manager responded that progress would rely upon 
contributions being received and undertook to discuss this further 
outside of the meeting. 

• The Broadbridge Parish Councillor requested that the Council be 
included in the Stakeholder Group. 
 

15.  The Committee agreed that the Chairman would write to the following 
Cabinet Members: 

• Education and Skills - to request a meeting to discuss plans to meet 
educational needs of local school children in the Horsham area.   

• Highways & Transport - to highlight the impacts of highways infrastructure 
on the North Horsham area and to emphasise the need for longer-term 
planning.  

 
16.  The Committee noted the presentation and requested future updates, as 
schemes progressed.  
 
Prevention and Wellbeing Grants 



  

17.  The Committee considered a report by the Director of Public Health, 
Commissioning for Health and Social Care (copy appended to the signed 
minutes) which outlined the funding available for the CLC and the current 
applications for consideration.  

a) The following awards were made:  
 

a). The following applications were approved: 
JP031 4Sight £607 
JP047 Action for Deafness £300 
JP011 Age UK Horsham District £1,249.50 
JP001 Alzheimer's Society £500 
JP044 Cognitive Help and Therapy (CHAT) £758 
JP005 Cruse West Sussex £450 
JP041 Heathers Horsham Cancer Support Group £500 
JP039 Horsham District Community Transport £1,750 
JP012 Horsham PND Support Group £1,500 
JP026 Know Dementia £1,000 
JP006 Parkinson's Society £1,632 
TB01 SASBAH £250 
JP009 Southwater Neighbour Network £1,200 
DC008 St Catherine's Hospice £750 
JP013 Sussex Central YMCA £1,000 
JP025 The Life Centre £300 
JP007 The Phoenix Stroke Club £3,500 
JP030 Time Aside £2,331.50 
 

b) The following applications were declined: 
 
JP034 Billingshurst Community Transport as the organisation held strong 
reserves proportional to its annual outgoings.  
 
JP037 Friends of Station Road Billingshurst as the organisation was more 
appropriately funded through the Community Initiative Fund. 
 
JP023 Horsham Garden Music Festival as the organisation was more 
appropriately funded through the Community Initiative Fund. 
 
JP040 Horsham Park Run as the application was a duplicate of a current 
Community Initiative Funding application. 
 
TB30 In Safe and Caring Hands as the project duplicates a service 
commissioned by the County Council. 
 
DC010 Living Faith Resource Centre as the Committee were unable to prioritise 
the project given limited available funding. 
 
JP022 Round About Talking News as the organisation was in a strong financial 
position, with an income adequate to covering the project. 
 
 
 



  

Community Initiative Funding 
 
18. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law and Governance 
(copy appended to the signed minutes), which detailed applications for 
Community Initiative Funding.  
 
19. Resolved - that the following awards are made: 
 
337/NH Horsham Joggers, £2,500, towards various itemised equipment and 
start-up costs. 
 
350/NH Friends of Station Road Gardens, £3,612.75, towards the costs of 
purchasing and siting a garden shed. 
 
b) The following application was declined: 
 
374/NH Horsham Child Contact Centre - as staff costs are outside of the 
funding criteria. The applicant was invited to reapply with an eligible project. 
 
Appointment of Authority Governors 
 
20. The Committee considered a report by Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to the signed minutes) 
 
21. Resolved - that the North Horsham County Local Committee make the 
following appointments and reappointments 
 
a) Appointments:   
 
Miss Sarah Hall to Itchingfield Primary School for a four year term 
Miss Louise Whitehead to Holbrook Primary School for a four year term 
Mr John Bentley to Leechpool Primary School for a four year term 
Mr Robert Ethrington to Rusper Primary School for a four year term 
Mrs Clare Quinlisk to Castlewood Primary School for a four year term 
Mrs Nicola Jayne Waters to William Penn School for a four year term 
 

c) Reappointments: 
 
Mrs C L Hook to Millais School for a four year term 
Mrs N Vallally to Millais School for a four year term 
Mr DL Lowe to Billingshurst Primary School for a four year term 
Ms AK Sutton to Billingshurst Primary School for a four year term 
Mr SW Barnes to Tanbridge House School for a four year term 
Mr RJ Nash to Rudgwick Primary School for a four year term 
Mr O Bloodworth to Itchingfield Primary School for a four year term 
Dr RA Bantin to Colgate Primary School for a four year term 
Mr C Dier to St Mary's CEP School for a four year term  
 
 
 
 
 



  

Date of Next Meeting 
 
22.   The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the Committee would be 
held on Monday 15 September 2014 in the Main Conference Room, County Hall 
North, Horsham.  

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 

 

Chairman 
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