
Agenda Item No. 3 
 

 

North Chichester County Local Committee 
 
19 June 2012 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7pm at Rogate & Terwick 
Village Hall. Rogate. 
 
Present: Mr Michael Brown (Chairman), Mr Chris Duncton, Mr Mark Dunn and Miss 
Nola Hendon.  
 
Chairman’s Welcome  
 
1. The Chairman welcomed the public and representatives from the District and 
Parish Councils.  
 
Election of Chairman 
 
2. Following the decision that each County Local Committee (CLC) would elect 
its own Chairman annually, the Committee agreed to appoint Mr Brown as 
Chairman for the North Chichester CLC for the 2012-13 municipal year. 
 
3. Mr Brown thanked Miss Hendon for her excellent chairmanship of the 
Committee since its inception and for her hard work over the years. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
4. No interests were declared.   
 
Minutes 
 
5. Resolved - that the minutes of the meeting of the County Local Committee  

held on 20 March 2012 be approved as a correct record and that they 
be signed by the Chairman. 

 
Urgent Matters 
 
6. The Chairman advised the meeting that the Committee had received a late 
Community Initiative Funding application and that it would be considered alongside 
the other CIF applications under the relevant agenda item. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
7. The Committee noted a progress statement, which provided updates on 
matters arising from previous meetings of the CLC (copy appended to signed 
minutes).  A question was raised regarding the Chichester Action Plan update, 
specifically what type of activities had been undertaken and whether there had 
been an evaluation. The Principal Community Officer agreed to provide a response. 
 
Infrastructure Plan 
 
8. The Committee had before it a report by the Executive Director for 
Communities and Infrastructure and Head of Community and Economic 
Development, which provided a progress update in relation to the local highways 
and transport priorities identified within the Local Infrastructure Plan for the North 
Chichester County Local Committee. The report was introduced by the Principal 



 
 

Community Officer who advised that the updates for each scheme, including the 
timetable and budget allocation were set out in the appendix. 
 
9. The Committee discussed the report. Questions were raised by Committee 
members and the audience, including:- 
 
• Why a pedestrian crossing was proposed for Rogate and as Rogate Parish 

Councillors present at the meeting were not aware of the scheme.  There 
were also concerns that installing a crossing would remove vital car parking 
spaces from outside the local shop. It was suggested that the Police had 
previously advised that a crossing at the proposed location was not viable.  
Miss Hendon advised that the scheme had been brought forward from 2005. 
She agreed to raise the matter at the next Parish Council meeting so that 
support for the scheme could be measured.  

• Asked about the process for removing double yellow lines from outside the 
shop in Rogate village.  The Principal Community Officer advised that it 
would involve revoking a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and that she would 
liaise with the requestor outside the meeting. 

• Advice was sought on how to approach a '20s Plenty' scheme for Midhurst 
town centre and whether ‘A’ roads were eligible for the scheme. The 
Chairman advised that if there was strong community backing and this could 
be proved the local County Councillor and Committee would generally 
support such a scheme. He confirmed that a 20mph speed limit was not 
restricted to minor roads. 

• Commented that 2014-15 was a long timescale for the introduction of '20s 
Plenty' schemes.  The Principal Community Officer advised that there was 
currently a large backlog of TROs in the county and that this timetable was in 
line with other schemes that were being progressed. 

• Raised a request for a School Safety Scheme for Rogate CofE Primary School. 
The Principal Community Officer agreed to look into the request, but advised 
that the Committee’s Infrastructure Planning priorities had been agreed for 
2012-13, however she suggested that it may be a scheme that could be put 
forward by the Committee as a priority for 2013-14. 

 
10. Resolved – That the Committee notes the update report. 
 
Adults’ Prevention and Wellbeing Grants 
 
11. The Committee had before it a report, which identified how Prevention and 
Wellbeing Grants were spent in 2011-12 and indicated the results from the 
evaluation of those grants. It set out the prevention & wellbeing commissioning 
objectives for 2012 to ensure duplication of grant giving and commissioning did not 
take place. Seth Gottesman, Voluntary Sector Liaison and Development Manager, 
introduced the report. He advised that the award criteria were set out in the report 
and that the CLC had £7,998 available to allocate. 
 
12. The Committee considered the grant applications and approved those that it 
considered most appropriate to the local needs of their community. The Chairman 
advised that the Committee was mindful of the limited funds available to the 
Committee compared to the level of applications received.  
 
 
 



 
 

13. Resolved –  
 

(i) That the CLC approves the following grant applications for 2012/13:- 
 

SG1 - 4SIGHT, £400 
BB6 - Alzheimer’s Society De-Café’ Midhurst, £1000 
BB9 - Chichester Area Mind (CAM) – TIMEBANK, £1168 part-funding. 
(Applied for £5000). 
SG4 - Cruse West Sussex Area, £55 
SG11 - Fernhurst Choral Society, £750 
BB2 - Fernhurst Parish Lunch Club, £600 
BB10 – Heyshott Lunch Club, £500 
SG5 – Lifecentre, £225 
BB12 - Petworth Lunch Club, £500 
SG7 – SASBAH, £300 
DN14 - Time Aside, £2500 

 
(ii) The following applications were declined as the Committee was mindful 

of the limited funds available and approved those it considered most 
appropriate to the local community:- 

 
DN5 – Chichester Counselling Services Applied, £2500  

   SG12 - Compton & Upmarden CE School, £2500  
SG10 - Disability Awareness UK, £2000  
SG8 - United Response, £1333.33  

 
North Chichester Community Initiative Funding 
 
14. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services, which sought decisions on applications received under the CIF scheme 
(copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
15. A member of the audience questioned why the County Council had supported 
the Chichester Jubilee Gala Celebrations but the CLC had declined a local 
application to the CIF.  The Chairman advised that the County Council had agreed 
that it would not support Jubilee celebrations other than road closures, however 
that the CLC were able to support voluntary organisations but would not provide 
funding to other precept raising authorities.  
 
16. Resolved –  
 

(i) That the Committee agrees to merge the Parish Initiative Fund into the 
overall Community Initiative Fund. 

 
(ii) That the Committee awards the following amounts: - 

 
1865/NC, Loxwood Community Gardens Initiative, £1,200, 
Itemised costs towards stage-two works for the community garden.  

 
1878/NC, Opera Unlimited, £1,000, towards costs for local primary 
school workshops. £1,550 was requested. 

 



 
 

1883/NC, Lurgashall Parish Council, £750, for the refurbishment 
of a local telephone box, prior to the installation of a defibrillator. 
£1,500 was requested. 

 
1896/NC, Lodsworth Croquet Club, £2,000, towards a new 
croquet lawn. £2,500 requested. 

 
(iii) That the Committee declines the following application:- 

 
1888/NC, Northchapel Preservation Group, £800, repairs to the 
top of the well as the Committee considered that the organisation 
should approach the South Downs National Park Authority for 
assistance.   

  
Appointment of Authority School Governors 
 
17. The Committee considered a report by Director Operations – Learning, which 
set out proposed nominations to school governing bodies and the criteria for their 
appointment (copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
18. Resolved that the following four-year term appointments and re- 

appointments be made:  
 

(i) Appointments:-    
  

• Mr Walter Jones to Petworth Primary School for a 4 year term 
 

(ii) Re-appointments:  
 

• Mrs J Kitchener to Loxwood Primary School for a 4 year term 
• Mr MD Cope to Loxwood Primary School for a 4 year term 

 
“Talk with us” (Community Voices) 
 
19. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  Questions were 
asked and comments made to which responses were given, including those set out 
below:- 
 
• A representative of Stedham With Iping Parish Council raised a problem with 

drainage on the A272 Elsted Road junction at Stedham. The problem had 
been dealt with by the County Council’s contractors but had not been 
resolved. The Principal Community Officer advised that the Council had a new 
contract with Balfour Beatty and that she would follow up the issue and 
report back to the Parish Council and the CLC. She advised that not all 
ditches were the responsibility of the County Council and were sometimes 
the responsibility of the landowner.  

• Asked who was responsible for assessing that there were adequate drainage 
systems in place when agreeing planning permission for new developments. 
The Committee confirmed that this was the responsibility of the District 
Council and the Environment Agency. 

• A representative of Harting Parish Council presented a Traffic Plan for the 
village (copy circulated to members of the Committee). The Principal 
Community Officer agreed to look at the plan and to work with the Parish 



 
 

Council to look at which elements could be progressed and which would need 
to be put forward for a decision by the CLC on its future Infrastructure Plan 
priorities. 

• A request was made for a mirror to be erected for the benefit of pedestrians 
on the highway in Easebourne at the Lamberts Lane Junction. The Principal 
Community Officer advised that the County Council was not able to place 
mirrors on the highway as they did not give an accurate reflection of speeds. 
She advised that local residents could consider installing their own mirror off 
highway land if they had agreement from the landowner and the planning 
authority. 

• Asked about the criteria for ‘Not suitable for HGVs’ signs and whether it 
would be possible for these to be installed in Fyning Lane, Rogate.  The 
Principal Community Officer advised that the prohibition signs preventing 
HGV’s were already in place in Fyning Lane restricting use by vehicles over 
6ft 6” except for access, however she advised that this was an enforcement 
issue for the Police. She advised local residents about the ‘Operation 
Crackdown’ scheme by the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership with Sussex 
Police. 

• Asked about the likely timescale for the resurfacing of the road in Cocking as 
the white lines were now very feint. The Principal Community Officer agreed 
to follow this up. She suggested that if photographs supporting the request 
could be provided it would be extremely helpful. 

• Asked whether the pavements in Rogate village would be included as part of 
the resurfacing programme. The Principal Community Officer agreed to check 
this and feed back. 

• Raised a question about the procedure for reporting on the conduct of local 
councillors under the Localism Act. The Committee advised that the District 
Council dealt with any complaints in the first instance and then consulted 
either The Sussex Association of Local Councils (SALC) or the District Council 
Monitoring Officer. 

• Asked which organisation was responsible for land used for allotments.  The 
Principal Community Officer advised that the District Council was responsible 
for land registry but that the allotments were the responsibility of the town 
and parish councils. 

 
Dates of Future Meetings 
 
20. It was confirmed that the next scheduled meeting of the Committee would 
take place on Tuesday 25 September 2012, 7pm at Lodsworth Village Hall, 
Lodsworth.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN 
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