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North Chichester County Local Committee 
 
2 July 2013 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7pm at Compton & Upmarden 
CE Primary School  
 
Present: Mr Michael Brown (Chairman), Mrs Janet Duncton and Ms Sandra James 
 
Apologies received: Mr Gordon McAra 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
1. Katherine De La Mora,  Democratic Services Officer welcomed the public to 
the meeting, and invited the Committee to introduce itself. 
  
Election of Chairman 
 
2. Mrs Duncton nominated Mr Brown for Chairman of the Committee for 
2013-14.   

 
3. Ms James proposed a rotating chairman post for 2013/14 , alternating 
between the four County Local Committee members.   
 
4. The Committee voted on the chairmanship of the Committee for 2013/14. 
 
5. Resolved - That Mr Brown be appointed Chairman of the North Chichester   

County Local Committee for 2013-14.   
 
Appointments to Outside Bodies 
 
6. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law and Governance 
(copy appended to the signed minutes) regarding appointments to Outside Bodies. 
 
7. The Committee noted that since the publication of the agenda, the Cowdray 
Heritage Trust had confirmed it had undergone a restructure and no longer required 
appointments from Local Authorities.   
 
8. Resolved –  
 

(i) That the Committee appoints Ms James to the Wey and Arun 
Canal Trust until the end of the County Council term in May 
2017. 

(ii) That the Committee makes no appointment to the Cowdray 
Heritage Trust and that it be removed from the Outside Bodies 
list.   

 
Declarations of Interest 
 
9. No interests were declared.   
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Minutes 
 
10. Resolved - that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 27 

February 2013 be approved as a correct record and that they be 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
County Local Committee Terms of Reference 
 
11. Resolved – that the County Local Committee terms of reference be noted.   

 
Progress Statement 
 
12. The Committee considered a report which provided updates on matters 
arising from previous meetings of the Committee (copy appended to the signed 
minutes).  The Principal Community Officer (PCO) introduced the report.   
 
• Sight lines at Easebourne – the PCO confirmed that this had been 

resolved.   
• Delivery of Salt Bags – the PCO advised that she would be visiting all 

Parish Councils to discuss their Winter Maintenance Plans for 2013/14.  She 
emphasised that the County Council required the names of the roads that 
required gritting (above those on the precautionary salt route), where to 
drop salt bags and the location of grit bins, and that the current plans did not 
need to be changed if not required.  A representative of Lurgashall Parish 
Council asked if the County Council would fund additional salt bins following 
an email suggesting that funding may be available.  The Chairman advised 
that the message for the last two years had been that Parish Councils needed 
to fund their own bins and that he would pursue why funding had been 
suggested in his capacity as Cabinet Member for Finance.   

• Midhurst Old Town sat nav signs – The PCO confirmed that they were due 
to be installed once the regeneration works in the Old Town were complete.  
This was scheduled for the end of July 2013.  Ms Sheila Ryan, Chairman of 
the Midhurst Society was very happy with the result.   

• Signage to Midhurst from the A3 (Hindhead) – The PCO confirmed that 
a very successful meeting had taken place with the Highways Agency, and 
that the issue was now on the CLC’s Communities Issues List  and would 
pursue it with the Local Member.  Ms Ryan thanked the Committee for 
following up the issue with the Highways Agency.   

• Marley Lane, Lynchmere – The Chairman confirmed that this was being 
completed under Operation Watershed and that he had been assured the 
work to repair the road and lay the double yellow lines would be completed in 
August.   

• June Lane, Midhurst – The Chairman noted the receipt of a petition from 
the residents of June Lane, Midhurst requesting traffic calming measures to 
improve road safety on June Lane.  The petition would be passed to the 
relevant officers and a response would be sent to the petition organiser 
shortly.   
 

13. Resolved – that the progress statement be noted. 
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Adult’s Prevention and Wellbeing Grants 2013/14 
14. The Committee considered a report by Director of Public Health (copy 
appended to the signed minutes) outlining the prevention and wellbeing 
applications for the North Chichester CLC area.   
 
15. Resolved – That the Committee  

 
1. Allocates funding to the following applications: 

 
(i) 4Sight: £470.50 
(ii) Alzheimer’s Society, West Sussex: £500 
(iii) Chichester Area Mind - Midhurst Project OP: £1,670.50 
(iv) Fernhurst Choral Society: £670.50 
(v) Fernhurst Good Companions: £670.50 
(vi) Fernhurst Parish Lunch Club: £600 
(vii) Heyshott Lunch Club: £400 
(viii) Lifecentre: £150 
(ix) Loxwood Friendship Club: £360 
(x) Petworth Lunch Club: £670.50 
(xi) SASBAH: £350 
(xii) Time Aside: £1420.50 

 
2. Declines funding for the following applications:  

(i) Chichester Information Shop for Young People: £2,000 as the  
Committee felt the project was outside of the North Chichester 
CLC area.  

(ii) Cruse West Sussex Area: £55 as the Committee felt the small  
amount of money could be found from elsewhere 

(iii) EXTEND: £500 as the Committee felt this was a duplication of  
services that were already provided in the area 

(iv) In Safe & Caring Hands: £300 as the Committee felt the funding 
could be found from other sources. 

Infrastructure Priorities 2016/17 
 
16. The Committee considered an information report by Director of Communities 
Commissioning and Community and Economic Development Manager (copy 
appended to the signed minutes). 
 
17. The PCO introduced the report and highlighted the creation of the new 
Communities Issues List that was a list of issues identified through speaking to 
Parish Councils and the Local Member.  The list was a working document and 
therefore could be updated as needed.  The PCO asked Parish Councils to get in 
contact with her should there be any issues that were not currently on the list.  The 
PCO added that the Committee would be asked to take a decision on their 
Infrastructure Plan priorities at their meeting on 8 October. 
 
18. A representative of Bepton Parish Council highlighted the urgency of 
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resolving a flooding issue on the footway on Bepton Road.  The PCO advised that a 
way to resolve this had now been established, through using Operation Watershed 
Active Communities Fund, and that it would be progressed as quickly as possible.   
 
19. Mrs Duncton highlighted the flood risk on Glasshouse Lane, Kirdford.  The 
PCO confirmed that a bid would be put into Operation Watershed for the work to 
resolve the issue.   
 
20. Resolved – That the report be noted.   
 
Proposed Signal Controlled Pedestrian Crossing, Habin Hill, Rogate 
 
21. The Committee considered a report by Director of Service Operations and 
Head of Highways and Transport (copy appended to the signed minutes).   
 
22. The Chairman advised that since the publication of the agenda papers, the 
Committee had become aware that Rogate Parish Council were undertaking a 
project to look at road safety and traffic in the village, and that therefore the 
Committee was minded to defer their decision until its next meeting to await the 
outcome of the project.   
 
23. A representative of Rogate Parish Council confirmed that the Traffic Sub 
Committee had written to local member, Mr McAra that day to update him on the 
work being done.  The Parish Council had received a presentation from consultant, 
Hamilton-Baillie about shared space and improving the main road through the 
village, which the Parish was very keen on.  The Parish was therefore looking to 
apply to the South Downs National Park Authority for a pilot project on shared 
space with the consultant.  The Parish Council were looking for the Committee’s 
endorsement of the approach and asked if the money that had been allocated to 
the crossing could be used towards developing this project for Rogate.  The 
Committee highlighted that traffic matters were the responsibility of the County 
Council as Highways Authority and that it was important that the Parish discussed 
any detail with the County Council.   
 
24. The Committee asked for confirmation on how much money had already 
been spent on the project.  The PCO agreed to check and let the Committee know.   
 
25. The Committee agreed that it required further information from the local 
member, the Parish Council and highways on the work being carried out to be able 
to make an informed decision on the Pedestrian Crossing.   

 
26. Resolved – That the Committee agrees to defer the decision on the removal 
of the Pedestrian Crossing from the planned works programme to its next meeting 
so that further information on the work being undertaken by Rogate Parish Council 
on traffic calming could be considered by the Committee.   
 
North Chichester Community Initiative Funding (CIF) 
 
27. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law and Governance, 
which sought decisions on applications received under the CIF scheme (copy 
appended to the signed minutes)?  
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28. Resolved  - That the North Chichester County Local Committee: 
 

(i) Approves the following applications and amounts:- 
 

52/NC North Hall Management Committee, £2,000 towards the 
North Hall refurbishment.   

 
(ii) Declines the following applications and amounts:- 

 
15/NC Kirdford Parochial Church, £2,500 towards the installation 
of a WC in the church as the Committee felt that the organisation had 
sufficient financial resources to fund the project. 

 
(iii) Defers the following application to its next meeting, pending the result 

of their Members Big Society Fund application which is for the same 
project: 

 
80/NC Stedham Squirrels Pre-School £3,101.76 towards a 
garden project. 

 
Appointment of Authority School Governors 
 
29. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Learning, which set out 
proposed nominations to school governing bodies and the criteria for their 
appointment (copy appended to the signed minutes).  
 
30. Resolved – That the following appointments be approved: 
 

• Mr S Thornton-Wood to Loxwood Primary School for a 4 year  
term.   

 
Mrs S.M Lawton to Compton & Upmarden Primary School for a 4 
year term.  

 
“Talk with us” (Community Voices) 
 
31. The Chairman invited questions from members of the public.  Questions were 
asked and comments made to which responses were given, including those set out 
below:- 
 
• The Principal Community Officer highlighted the Operation Watershed “Active 

Communities Fund”, which had been set up to allow for local communities to 
bid for funding to tackle local flooding issues.  £1.25 million was available 
during 2013/14 for which any organisation could apply. Each application 
would require local member support.  The PCO confirmed that help could be 
provided to gain quotes for the work required and encouraged organisations 
to contact her at Fiona.baker@westsussex.gov.uk if they required any further 
details.  The Chairman added that it was a one-off fund and further 
encouraged the Parish Councils to apply.   
 

mailto:Fiona.baker@westsussex.gov.uk
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• Sheila Ryan, Chairman of the Midhurst Society praised the redevelopment 

work that had been carried out on Market Square, Midhurst.  Ms Ryan, did 
however, raise concern over two areas of black tarmac that had been laid 
down by the Church wall and outside the Spread Eagle.  The rest of the area 
was paving stones, and she asked if it was possible for the tarmac to be 
replaced by paving stones to be in keeping with the rest of the area.  Ms 
Ryan added that she had been informed that a lighter colour tarmac would 
be put in place in due course, but there was concern that this would 
deteriorate over time.  The Committee agreed to speak to highways to see if 
there was any funding available from the project, should there be no safety 
arguments, to see what could be done and would report back in due course.  
 

• The Chairman updated the Committee on the Easebourne Bridge works, one 
of the major projects being completed through Operation Watershed.  He 
confirmed that the work was scheduled to take place later in July.   

 
Dates of Future Meetings 
 
32. It was confirmed that the next scheduled meeting of the Committee would 
take place on 8 October 2013, 7pm, venue to be confirmed.    
 
The meeting closed at 8.03 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN 
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