
Agenda Item No. 3 
 
East Crawley County Local Committee 
 
12 June 2014 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00pm, in the Longley 
Exhibition Room, Crawley Library, Crawley. 
 
Present: Mr Burrett (Member for Pound Hill and Worth), Mr Crow (Member for 
Tilgate and Furnace Green), Mr Lamb (Member for Northgate and Three Bridges) 
and Mr Lanzer (Member for Maidenbower). 
 
Election of Chairman 
 
1. Mr Burrett was elected Chairman of the East Crawley CLC for the 
2014/2015 municipal year. 
 
Declaration of Interests 

 
2. Mr Burrett, Mr Crow, Mr Lamb and Mr Lanzer declared a personal interest 
in Item 9 - Parking Charges – Fisherman’s Car Park as members of Crawley 
Borough Council. 
 
Minutes  

 
3. Resolved - that the minutes of the meeting held on 6 March 2014 be 

confirmed as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service (WSFRS) - Public Consultation 
 
4. Gavin Watts (Assistant Chief Fire Officer, WSFRS) gave a presentation on 
draft proposals for 2015 – 2016 – A fire service for the future (copy appended to 
the signed minutes). 
 
5. Gavin Watts highlighted the rationale for the proposed changes for 
Crawley which will be the closure of the retained unit and removal of the 3rd fire 
engine at Crawley, leaving two fire engines, Heavy Rescue Tender and a 4x4 
vehicle. This will result in resources being more proportionate to risk and 
performance.  
 
Key points in the presentation included:  
 

• WSFRS had moved from an organisation based primarily on emergency 
response to a service which reduces risk and the likelihood of incidents 
through its prevention and protection role.  

• WSFRS plans to work with businesses, other services, the voluntary 
sector, community groups and residents to support the development of 
safer and stronger communities.  

• The Service needs to be able to respond to flooding and severe weather 
by investing in specialist equipment and helping communities to help 
themselves. 

 



6. The Committee and residents raised the following points in the discussion 
that followed:- 

• Asked if WSFRS was confident that there would be an adequate level of 
resource available particularly as Crawley was located adjacent to a major 
international airport. Gavin Watts gave assurances that WSFRS was 
confident about the proposed level of resource for Crawley and stated that 
the airport had its own resilience. WSFRS was part of that and would 
provide a back-filling role together with cross-County border support if 
there was a significant incident at the airport.  

• Asked if consideration was given to the increased risk relating to the 
number of flats in Crawley and the fire risk of older properties. Gavin 
Watts confirmed that data on risk is based on a complex formula taking 
account of people’s lifestyles and that this is factored into prevention 
activities. 

• Asked whether the increased number of houses being built around 
Crawley had been considered in the proposals. Gavin Watts explained that 
the plans would be flexible and that an Integrated Risk Management Plan 
would be published next year. He added that fire risk was lower in modern 
houses due to improved building regulations. 

• Asked whether all calls to the service required a fire engine response. 
Gavin Watts explained that half the calls to the service were false alarms. 
Currently WSFRS had a policy of always sending a fire engine to Primary 
Fire Category calls and not by responding with smaller vehicles. 

• Concern that there would be no immediate response capability outside 
core hours at Haywards Heath. Gavin Watts advised that risk was 
managed appropriately. 

• Concerns were expressed about the loss of the retained service, and it 
was argued that there should be the same level of resource at all times of 
the day. Gavin Watts reiterated that a key message was to focus on 
prevention. 

• Members of the Committee expressed confidence in the proposals and 
would await the outcome of the consultation. One member asked for more 
detail on the data supporting the budget reduction for the service. 

 
7. The Committee agreed that members would respond individually to the 
consultation and/or feed their views into the Environmental and Community 
Services Select Committee which would debate the proposals and make 
recommendations to the Cabinet Member for Residents’ Services. 
 
Prevention and Wellbeing Grants (2014/15) 
 
8. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Public Health, 
Commissioner for Health and Social Care (copy appended to the signed 
minutes). 
 
9. The Chairman reported that East Crawley CLC had been very 
oversubscribed in terms of the funding available and the number of applications 
received. There are a great many voluntary organisations in the area and the 
grant allocation is calculated on the percentage of the adult population in West 
Sussex. The Committee ensured that the limited funds for East Crawley were 
allocated to those organisations which had submitted the strongest applications. 
 



10. Resolved –  
 

(a) that the following awards are made: 
 

TL031 4Sight      £303.50 
JP001 Alzheimer’s Society - decafe  £500  
DC012 Crawley Community Transport  £500 
JP005 Cruse West Sussex    £400 
DC001 Darby and Joan Crawley   £356 
DC007 EKTA      £500  
TL013 Headway     £500 
DC039 Impact Foundation    £200 
DC038 Impact Initiatives    £750 
DC022 Kashmiri Women’s Welfare Assoc. £750 
DC027 Ladies Health and Wellbeing Assoc. £500 
DC010 Living Faith Resource Centre  £554.50 
DC003 Parkinsons Crawley & East Grinstead £600 
DC036 Posh Club     £750 
TB01 SASBAH     £375 
DC008 St Catherine’s Hospice   £750 
DC030 Sussex Children and Families of  
  Prisoners     £750 
JP025 The Life Centre    £250 
DC002 West Sussex Parent Carer Forum £500 

 
(b) that the following applications are declined for the reasons 

given:- 
 

DC018 Action for Deafness - the organisation has good reserves. 
DC016 Age UK West Sussex - already commissioned by the County 
Council for two contracts.  
DC020 CAMEO Club - the organisation should be directed to other 
sources of funding and encouraged to work with other organisations. 
DC004 Crawley Deaf Club - the organisation has good reserves.  
DC014 Crawley Town Football Club - support for the concept but  the 
organisation should be directed to find funds elsewhere.  
DC024 Cricket Team - Cherry Lane Sports and Social Club - 
duplication of services provided elsewhere.  
TL001 Impact Initiatives (Impact Workability) - grant not merited 
by numbers of people involved 
TB30 In Safe and Caring Hands - service duplicated elsewhere 
TB07 The Circle Club (Turners Hill Day Centre) - high costs per 
service user.  
 

 
Progress Statement 
 
11. The Committee received and noted a progress report on matters relating 
to East Crawley (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
12. Marie Ovenden (Principal Community Officer) updated the Committee on 
schemes on the Community Issues List which were currently being progressed.  



 
13. The Committee agreed that the following schemes should be progressed 
using Section 106 funding: 

• Gatwick Airport Bus Shelter refurbishment 
• Pedestrian Crossing – Pallingham Drive, Maidenbower 
• Pedestrian Guard Railings – Milton Mount Primary School, Pound Hill 
• Scooter facilities – St Andrew’s Primary School, Furnace Green 

 
and that the following amendments to the Community Issues List should be 
made: 

• Addition of Woolborough Lane subway, Northgate 
• Highdown Court railings to be removed as this scheme had been 

completed. 
 
Parking Charges – Fisherman’s Car Park, Tilgate Park 
 
14. The Committee considered a report by the Director Service Operations 
and Head of Highways (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
15. Marie Ovenden introduced the report and explained that Crawley Borough 
Council wished to generate revenue through car parking charges at the 
Fisherman’s Car Park in Tilgate Park. Consent from the County Council to 
introduce the charges was required. 
 
16. Resolved – that the East Crawley County Local Committee instructs the 

Head of Law & Governance to give formal consent to Crawley 
Borough Council, allowing  it to introduce charges for parking in the 
Fisherman’s Car Park, Tilgate, as detailed in the appendices to the 
report. 

 
Report of Urgent Action 
 
17. The Committee noted that £209.78 of Community Initiative Funding had 
been granted to the Golden Lion Children’s Trust under Urgent Action as the 
funding was for an outing to the South of England Show which had taken place 
before the next meeting of the CLC. 
 
Community Initiative Funding 
 
18. The Committee considered a report by the Head of Law and Governance 
(copy appended to the signed minutes) which detailed applications for 
Community Initiative Funding. The Committee debated the respective merits of 
the projects for which funding was sought. 
 
19. Resolved - That  
 

(1) the following awards are made: 
 
 346/EC - 2nd Ifield Scouts, £375 towards the costs of fitting out 
 the Scout HQ; 
 
 392/EC - Springboard Project, £3111.12 towards roof repairs; 



 
(2) the following award is deferred to obtain further information 

from the applicant: 
 
  363/EC – Crawley Town FC Community Sports Foundation,  
  £1743.51.  
 
Appointment of Authority School Governors 
 
20. The Committee considered a report by the Director of Communities 
Commissioning (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
21. The Committee was asked about the risk of on-going vacancies for School 
Governors and whether, if this reached a level of 25% at a school, it would 
weaken the Governing Body’s effectiveness. The Chairman reported that this 
would be monitored by the County Council and was unlikely to reach such a 
level. He agreed to raise the matter with the Cabinet Member for Education and 
Skills.  
 
22. Resolved – That  
 

(1) the following appointments are made: 
 

Mrs Sarah Pratt to Maidenbower Junior School for a four-year 
term; 
Mr Mark Clawson to Pound Hill Infant School for a four-year 
term; 

 
(2) the following re-appointment is made: 

 
Mr R Anderson to Pound Hill Junior School for a four-year 
term. 

 
‘Talk with Us’ – Open Forum 
 
23. The following answers were given in response to questions about matters 
affecting Crawley residents. 
 

• Inconsiderate Verge Parking – reference was made to a joint initiative 
between Crawley Borough Council and the County Council for a TRO to 
prevent inconsiderate verge parking. Marie Ovenden stated that she was 
aware of this aspiration. The proposal was not on the TRO list for the CLC 
and would be brought back to the CLC at a later date. 
 

• Parking problems – Forge Road, Three Bridges – residents are 
experiencing problems due to parking by air travel passengers, rail 
commuters, office workers and second-hand car dealers. They considered 
that the road should be included in the Three Bridges CPZ. The Committee 
confirmed that a consultation (in the form of a letter to residents) would 
take place in the next few months. Marie Ovenden agreed to ask Miles 
Davy to provide a timeline for the process and to arrange for a traffic 
engineer to visit the area to look at the issues. Mr Lamb stated that the 



consultation should include all areas where there had been complaints 
about parking. 
 

• Grattons Drive, Pound Hill (parking on bend) – The Chairman 
confirmed that the issue was included in  the review of the Pound Hill CPZ 
and it was also one of the CLC’s standalone TRO priorities. The Chairman 
reported that consultation would be carried out on a fairly restrictive  
proposal in order to avoid the need to consult twice, as TROs can be 
reduced but not added to before being confirmed. 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
 
24. The Chairman informed all that the next meeting would be held on  
11 September 2014 at Crawley Library. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 
 


