
 

Item 3  
Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee 
 
8th September 2011 – At a meeting of the Committee held at 7.00 pm at Ansty 
Village Hall. 
 
Present: Mr P Bradbury (Chairman), Mrs C Field (Vice Chairman), Mr P Griffiths, Mr 
B Hall and Mrs A Hall.  
 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
26. The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting, introduced members and officers 
and invited those attending to introduce themselves.  Apologies were noted for Mr 
B Acraman.    Attending officers were Monique Smart, Democratic Services Officer, 
George Chisenga, Gatwick Diamond Team Manager and Steve Bicknell, Principal 
Community Highways Officer.   
 
27. The Chairman asked George Chisenga to provide a brief update following the 
restructure of the Highways Teams.  George Chisenga explained that he was 
managing the Gatwick Diamond team within the new Community Development and 
Big Society Team at the County Council.  He then introduced Steve Bicknell as the 
Principal Community Highways Officer who would have specific responsibility for the 
Central mid Sussex area.  George Chisenga explained that the new teams would be 
the first approach for all Community issues not just Highways. 
 
28. During his welcome the Chairman also congratulated Warden Park School on 
becoming an academy. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
29. In accordance with the members’ Code of Conduct, the following personal 
interests were declared: 
 

• Mr P Bradbury in relation to agenda item 7 as the Cabinet Member for Public 
Protection.   

• Mr P Bradbury in relation to agenda Item 9 Community Initiative Funding as 
a Member of Ansty Sports and Social Club.   

 
Minutes 
 
30. Resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 24th May 2011 and 24th 
June 2011 be approved as a correct record and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
Progress Statement 
 
31. The Committee had before it a progress statement on matters arising from 
the previous meeting (copy appended to the signed minutes).  Comment/queries 
were as follows: 
 

• London Lane, Cuckfield.  George Chisenga confirmed that he would be 
meeting with Ian Patrick on 21st September about proposals for a crossing. 
Mr Hall questioned the cost of a zebra crossing and George Chisenga 



 

undertook to send Mr Hall the details of costings of different types of 
crossings. 

• Flooding in London Lane.  George Chisenga confirmed that following 
investigation the problem lies with Southern Water to upgrade the pipes.  
This was scheduled for 2012/13. 

• Northlands Avenue.  Mrs Hall confirmed that there was strong support for 
this in the local community and from the school.  The Chairman suggested 
that this should be considered under the Safer Routes to School scheme and 
with the Committees agreement, the Chairman undertook to write to the 
head of safer routes school asking for it to be progressed.   

• Cuckfield Parish Council traffic/transport priorities.  Mr Bradbury confirmed 
he had written to the Parish Council and would be meeting with them and 
Officers shortly.   

• Mr Bradbury also added that the members of the CLC are due to start the 
process of developing an Infrastructure Plan (IP) for the CLC area. The IP 
aims: 

o to highlight those highway infrastructure priorities that support 
community interests.  

o to help guide how resources are allocated, e.g. projects worked on by 
officers and how to focus funds (S.106, capital or other sources) and in 
this respect the IP will;   

o provide the basis of recommendations to the Cabinet Member for 
Highways & Transport on local proposals the CLC would like to see 
progressed. 

 
Community Policing 
 
32. The Committee received a verbal report by Mid Sussex District Chief 
Inspector Edward De La Rue.  Chief Inspector De La Rue focused his report on 
three key areas being crime levels, organisation issues and partnership initiatives. 
The Committee noted that overall crime in the area had fallen and that Haywards 
Heath was a very safe place to live in terms of crime.  The Committee heard about 
the partnership work currently being undertaken by Sussex Police including 
invigorating Neighborhood Panels and the equipment it was currently investing in, 
such as GPS tracking devices (trackers).  
 
33. The Chairman invited questions and comments; responses were: 
 

• to comment that Neighbourhood Panels be commended and reassurance that 
they will continue.  Chief Inspector De La Rue assured that they would 
continue. 

• To ask if PCSO support would continue on a Parish basis.  Chief Inspector De 
La Rue hoped that this would continue. 

• To ask if the Police still support Neighbourhood Watch.  Chief Inspector De La 
Rue stated that this was still supported by the Police and a very valuable 
partner. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service – Proposed Merger  

34. Adrian Murphy, Area Manager, West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service 
(WSFRS), gave a presentation on the proposed WSFRS merger with East 
Sussex Fire Authority.  The following key points/issues raised are noted 
below: 

 
• Parish Council representatives present confirmed that they had received a 

copy of the consultation document.  Mr Bradbury urged all present to log 
onto www.westsussex.gov.uk  and complete the short online questionnaire 
as part of the consultation. 

• Mr. Hall asked why WSFRS was offering up more savings than East Sussex 
Fire Authority.  Mr. Bradbury explained that as East Sussex is a separate Fire 
Authority they know what the reduction in government grant is going to be 
next year.  However WSFRS is part of the County Council and therefore does 
not have a specific government grant for the F&RS.  The savings have 
therefore been identified from the County Council budget. 

• A resident asked if the merger would result in West Sussex residents paying 
more Council Tax.  Mr. Bradbury explained that the populations of East and 
West Sussex are very similar so the proportion of Council Tax would be very 
similar.  He could not guarantee that it would not rise. 

• Mr. Hall asked if the model would be the same as Sussex Police.  Mr. 
Bradbury explained that the Authority would be made up of 24 members, 12 
of whom would be West Sussex County Councillors.  There would be no lay 
members. 

• A resident asked if there was any likelihood of changes to Fire Stations.  Mr. 
Bradbury stated that there where no plans to reduce the front line service 
and that savings had been identified from senior management posts, 
administration and facilities such as training units and control rooms. 

• A resident asked what the level of job loses would be.  Mr Bradbury 
confirmed that the business case suggested 40 to 50 fte job loses.   

 
 
Priorities for Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) 
 
35. The Committee had before it a report by the Director of Communities and 
Infrastructure (copy appended to signed minutes). The report outlined 
arrangements for Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) and asked the Committee to 
approve the priority order for implementing TROs in 2011/12 within the Central Mid 
Sussex area as set out in the Appendix.  A number of issues where discussed 
including those set out below: 
 

• Mr Bradbury explained that the SPACE scoring on the TRO list was to guide 
Members. 

• Mr Bradbury also highlighted page 15 paragraph 2.1 in the report that stated 
grouping together TROs in the same neighbourhood.  Based on this Mr 
Bradbury proposed grouping together No 6, 8 and 9 into one TRO and to 
make that one of the top three priorities. 

• George Chisenga did advice the Members that grouping 6, 8 and 9 would fall 
outside of the guidance that stated the neighbourhood should include TROs 
within ½ mile of each other. 

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/


 

• Mr Bradbury confirmed that any TRO approved by the CLC would be subject 
to full consultation and any objections would result in the CLC having to 
reconsider the decision on whether to go ahead. 

• George Chisenga stated that the average time for implementation of TRO’s 
was 9 months. 

 
36. Resolved that the Members of the Committee approve the priority order for 
implementing Traffic Regulation Orders as set out below: 
 
1. Gander Hill, Chillis Wood Road, Colwell Gardens and Wellswood,  Haywards 
Heath – Parking Restrictions. 
2. B2036 North of Village, Balcombe – Speed Limit Reduction. 
3. A272 Lewes Road, Haywards Heath – Speed Limit Reductions. 
 
Community Initiative Funding (CIF) 
 
37. The Committee considered the new applications for CIF outlined in the report 
by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (copy appended to the signed 
minutes).   The Committee awarded funding based on the merits of each bid.   
 
38. Resolved that the Committee approved the following applications for funding: 

  
• 1530/CMS Ansty Sport & Social Club, £2,500, towards boundary extension and 

installation of artificial cricket wicket for Colts. 
• 1652/CMS Life Housing, £1,500, purchase of play equipment and play area 

resurfacing. 
 

• The Members also agreed not to merge the Parish Initiative Fund with the 
community Initiative Fund. 

 
 
Appointment of Local Authority School Governors 
 
39. The Committee considered the report by the Director Operations Learning 
which explained the criteria for appointment to school governing bodies and listed 
proposed nominations (copy appended to the signed minutes). 
 
40. Resolved that the Committee approved the following reappointment: 
 

• Mrs LT Dunsby to Blackthorns School for a 4 year term 
 
 
Talk with Us Open Forum 
 
41. The Chairman invited comments and questions from residents.  In the 
discussion that followed, a number of points were raised, which included those set 
out below: 
 

• A resident raised concerns about the new street lighting in Wellswood and 
the intense light pollution this was causing to residents homes.  Mr Bradbury 
confirmed that he was aware of this problem and had forwarded the issue to 



 

the cabinet Member for Highways and Transport and would come back to the 
resident with a response. 

• George Chisenga confirmed that the double yellow lines in Colwell Road were 
incorrect and on the Contractors list to remedy.  George Chisenga also 
confirmed that the TRO would be accessed once the lines where corrected 
and if further lines where needed then a further TRO could be requested. 

• Steve Bicknell agreed to email all Parish Councils with the new contact details 
for Community issues. 

 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
42. The Committee noted that its next scheduled meeting would take place on 
29th November 2011 at a venue yet to be determined. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 
 Chairman 


	Item 3 
	Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee
	Declarations of Interest

